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ALL WHO SUFFER FROM 

JOUftHS, GOLDS, 80BE THROAT, BRONCHITIS, ASXmiA^QBOUV, 
WHOOPING COUGH, and INCIPlElfT CONSUKPTION, 



^llOVIiO OAft Ul JfIHl> TBJV TQX SI8T JtVMXDT FOR TBKBI PISIiSSB-ONB VBICH WB^WDT IN ACHOH, 
naif ANKBT IK BFIEOr, AMD AOHnABLB IN ITB NAXU&I, SXUTS IN 

SPENCER'S PULMONIC ELIXIR. 

XhB gnat characteristics of Spencer^s Pulmonic Elixir are, tba allaying of all irritation 
in the ilelicate and ansccptible qoatiog of the throat. and chest; and the imparting of tone 
and Yigonr to the raBpiratory organsi whereby they are enabled ta discbarge their funo- 
tions freely, and thus to overcome all difficulty of breathing arising from a cold, foggy, or 
impure atmosphere, and to throw off those insidious attacks which too often lay the ground- 
work of consumption. For all temporary and local, affections, as wheezing, irritation of 
the throat, hnakinass of voice and influeoza, Spencer's Pulmonic EUxir gives instant relief, 
while in more chronic disorders ^as periodical coughs or inveterate asthma), it is equally 
elHcient, thongh, of course, requiring a little more perseverance in the use of the medi- 
cine. Spencers Pulmonic Elixir is invaluable in all affections of the lungs, the throat, 
and the other organs of respiration. The importance of a medicine of this kind roust be 
obvious to ^ who consider that, in ft moist, foggy, and uncertain climate like our own. 
Consumption, winch comes '*like a thief in the night," too often gains the .mastery 
over its victims before even its a^iproach, much lens its preeencSf is suspected. Consump- 
tion is one of the most eooMBon and fatal, and, let us add, most distressing diseases to 
which the inhabitants of this country are exposed ; the dntyy tbersfore, becomes pazameont 
upon all whft have the.maana ef repelling each an enemy, to urge its adoption upon others ; 
and such means is provided in Spencer's Pulinonic Elixir. 

Many esses of weU^attested cures have been received by the Proprietors of Spencer's 
Pulmonic EUxir. ^ 

Testimonial in t&voar of Spencer's Fnlmonlc EUxir. 

June 21, 1860. 
GcRTLiBHiQi, — I have been troubled with a bad coqgh. for many years past; a friend 
sent me a bottle ofyour Spencer's Pulmonic Elixir, and I have received so much benefit 
from its use, that lam desirous of writing my beet recomm«idation in -favour of that 
excellent medicine. Please send me immediately a 28. 9d. bottle, and receive cash* 

I I am, yours faithfully, 

WILLIAM MARK CLARK, 
Churchwarden of Christ Church, Newgate-st, in the City of London. 
Messrs. T. Roberts and Co., 8, Crane-conrt, Fleet-street. 

It is ef the greactest iraportanee, in eomplaiota of the chest, to attend strictly lo.the 
state of the bowda ; thenefore, ahonld they be cestive, the psjUent should use a gjintle 
aperient. Pabb'b Lipe Pills .are, from fiheir mild o^ration, peculiarly adapted to .aid 
the Elixir in effecting a cure. The diet ought likewise to be attended to : it should 
consist of those things that are light and easy of digestioni at* the same time avoiding 
vinouSi spirituous, and fermented liquors; and the patient labouring under a long eon- j 
firmed complaint* ought not to expect a quick reoever}* ; but as Spencer's Elixir gives im- ' 
mediate relief^ and gradually removes the caose, the necessity of a steady perseverance 
will be quite obvioiu. * 

Beware of ImltatLoas. 

NOnCE.— Persons desiroos of testinff the eflScacy of this medicine mnst observe that 
on each bottle are the words «'W£NC£E'S PULMONIC ELIXIR." 



Sole Proprietors and Preparers, T. ROBERTS and CO., 8, CnHse^oobrt, -Fleefc^reet, 
London; and sold wholesale and retail by Edwards, 67, St. Paal's Churchyard; Barclay 
and Sons, Farringdon-street; Sutton and Co., Bow Churchyard ; J. Sanger, and Banni^ and 
Co., Oxford-street, London; Mottershead and Co., Manchester; Raimes and Co.. Edin- 
burgli; Rsimeg «nd C0'> Liverpool ; Raimasand Co., York: John Ismay, Newcastle; and 
can be ohtain*'d of all respectaUe medioine vendors in the kingdom.— In bottles, at Is. l}d. 
andJ^ 9^ cwh* 

for SPSKCSR'S PUl.SIIQ^ZC SLX^IE. 
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TO 

MISS SAUNDERS FORSTER, 

THIS CONCLUSION 
OF 

AN INQUIRY CONCERNING THE OLD COUNTESS OF DESMOND 

IS AFFECTIONATELY DEDICATED, 

BY 

RICHARD SAINTHILL. 

Cork, June 8, 18G3. 



PREFACE. 




The discovery by th e i B a gLk of Kildare of a lease of lands 
granted by his ancestor, Ger^d Fitz Thomas, dated the 9th of 
June, 1505, to Gilis Ny Connyk, first wife to Sir Thomas of 
Desmond, the husband of Kathrin Fitz-Gerald, the OJd Countess 
of Desmond, being assiuned to prove that Sir Walter Ralegh's 
statement, that the old Coimtess was married in the reign of 
Edward IV., who died 9th April, 1483, is erroneous ; and as the 
marriage had issue, one daughter, and this daughter, it is sug- 
gested, may have been bom, perhaps, twenty years after 1505, the 
idea that the Countess Kathrin had any claim to be considered 
Old in any extraordinary manner was a delusion ; though shared 
by Sir Walter Ralegh, who was personally acquainted with her, 
down to 1589 ; by, we may presiune, the Youghal lawyers, who 
drew the leases j for Sir Walter Ralegh of Coullie Clofina, 20th 
July, 1588, and Coullye Ffoina, the 1st February, 1589, in both 
of which she is described as " y® Lady Cattel)m oulde Countess 
Dowager of Desmond Widdowe" (having the first claim on these 
lands, part of her jointure) ; and the residents at and about 
Youghal, who, in 1613, she having died 1604, informed Fynes 
Moryson that she was about 140 years old at the time of her 
death. 

Considering that this was a body of evidence so independent 
and concurring as not easily to be shaken, the question became, 
how was it consistent with the fact of Sir Thomas of Desmond's 
first wife, Gilis Ny Cormyk's, being alive, and apparently, by 




OOtJNTESS OF SESUOITD. 



PAINTING 




<.:'t- 



O-A-SO^XiS. 



h 



This extraoidiiiaij woman lived to the Hmziiig age of 146 jetn, and pmerrftd her 
bcalties to witbin a ahort period of her dealb. Many yean preTiooa to her depaitnre 
fiDD life the Coonteea baoune acqoainted irith old Ttaorau Pan, of Salop ; and it ii 
geucaliy thought that Patr gave her a tnpply of the herbal medidne by the aid of 
which ha milnttined hii Tigoni to each an extreme period of lifa — rii., 152 ytim. 

Fenma of weak and ihiAt«nd coniUlBtloni have iMeome itrong, hear^, and hll of 
\ health, from the um of Pibk'b Pillm. They completely rtmovate the system. A reiy 
short trial is suffident to prore thrir etDcaey. 1^ iromeD they an invalnable. They 
correct all the Iiregnlaritiei to irbidi the eaz is liabla, and, by awittiiig the aecretion*, 
giro BDcb an healthy action to the organs as to giro the coloni of the icee to the 
mmplgxioD, and lone and vigonr to the wliole frame. Parr devoted his whole study to 
the physical eapabititlea and iaflrmitiea of man, and his (dlls are the most trmderfti] 
an's bodily power ever diecorend. The confined Invalid finds relief thim 
them in ■ very short dm*, and he whose health Is bat tempoiarity deranged is cored at 
it were Ijy tnej^ la *ome instaucee the body wastes merely from Iom of ^ipetlta. 
Pabs's Piuj have a pacoliar efiiMt in testoring it; in short, they constitute the greatest 
blessing conferred by men npon his fellow man. 
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WHEN WAS SHE MAEEIEDt 
NIUDSMATIC CRUMBS. 

BY 
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No. I. 

Deed of Assignment hy the Old Countess of Desmond, of Inchiquin Castle 

and Manor, to Gerald, Earl of Desmond, 

This very interesting document haying been as yet but partly, and 
in one instance very erroneously, published, I print a certified copy, 
from the EoUs' Office, in full, with the Earl of Desmond's subsequent 
assignment of the property to Mr. John Synot : — 

Adhue Cola de tmio ad Miehis Anno xxviii^ Regine EU%ahethfinienf. 

Adhuc Eecobd. 



Wexford 
Dcertis 
evidencifc 
dne Katharine 



Memorf d q** Johes Synnotte de Wexford gen 

veB coram BaroS hujus Sccii xxviii° die No- 

. vembr? hoc ?mio in ^pria pson sua. Et exhuit 

Comitesse Desmon f chir hi^ quasdam chartas Evidenc munimenS 



f ac? Johi Synnett 
hie irr pformam 
statuti, &c. 



& Scrip? tangen & concemen Inchequyn & at 
terit in Coffi Corcke. Et petiit ilt hie de record 

irrotlar* jux? formam Statuti in ea pte nup edi? 

& pvis. Et Barones ill hie irrotlar? pcipunt in hie verba S. [or SS ? 
sequentia ?] . Where I lady e KathriS late Wief to Thomas late Earle of 
Desmond decessed have & doe enjoye amongest other pcells as my thirde 
pte & Dower of my saide late husbondes landes by lafdll assigm^ the 
Castell & Towne of Inchequyne with sixe plowelandes arrable lande 
called the six flfreplouelandes in Inchequine togeether with mores mea- 
dowes pastures groves Woodds milles & milplaces with there watercourses 
rivers streames with there weares & fishinges pcell 6f the saide towne & 
belonginge to the same. Be it knoweS imto all men by these pntes that 
for good consideracons me movinge I have geven graunted & surrendred 
the said Castle & towne of Inchequine with the said six plowelandes, 
togeether with all and singler the pmises with there apptenncf together 
with all my intereste & estate therein unto the righte honorable Gerrot 
Earle of Desmond, now iujoyenge the revercon of the pmisses. To 
have holde & Injoye the same unto the saide Earle his heires & Assignes, 
as his ipper inheritance, notwithstandinge any dower Joynter or any 
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other estate I have or oughte to have in the pmisses or in any pte or 
pcell of them. In witnes whereof •[ have hereunto put my Seale the 
fift of Auguste a thousande five hundred seventye and five & in the 
sevntenthe yere of the reigne of our Sovereigne ladye Queene Elizabeth 
&c. Being presente at the ensealinge and deliverie hereof by the ladye 
Katherine within named. I Desmond. Thomas Ffaunynge Thesaurere 
Witnes hereof Morishe Shreghan David Roche Witnes Ellene Shee. 



Sciant pntes & fatur? q^ ego Gerraldus Comes Desmonie dedi con- 
cessi & hac pnti Carta mea confirmavi Mauricio Sheghan servo meo & 
David Roche genosJ castrS & vilt de Inchequyne in Coffi Corcke ac sex 
caruca? terr arrabilis AngUce voca? the sixe freplouelandes in vilt pdic? 
& in Campis ejusdfi Ac oia pra? pasc pastur silvas moras marisc molen- 
diS & cursii aquarf ad molendiS rivolas gurgites & piscar Werris pcell 
die? vill aut ad die? vUt aliquo modo spectan? sive ptinen? ac eorf re- 
vercoem sive revercoes tiendS tenend & gaudend die? CastrS vill tetf & 
tcn$ pdic% & oia alia supradca c8 eorf apptennc pfa% Mauricio SheghaB 
& David Roche hered & assigB suis imppuS. Et ego vero pdic? Ger- 
raldus Comes hered & Assign mei pdci CastrQ vilt & sex caruca^ terr 
pdic? Ac oia & singt pmissa c8 eorf appurten pfa? Mauricio Sheghan & 
David Roche hered et assigS suis contra quoscSqz WarantizabiS 
acquietabifi & imppe? p pntes defendem-. In cujus rei testimoniS 
p8ti15z SigillS me8 apposui da% septimo die Augustii Anno dni miHio 
quingentesimo septuagesimo quinto & Anno Regni Regine Elizabeth 
decimo septimo The intente meaninge purpose & consideracon of the 
makinge of this pnte feofim^ is that the above named Mourishe Sheghan 
& David Roche feoffees there heires & assignes shall stande seized & 
be seized of the saide Castle towne of Inchequyne w^** the six freplowe- 
lands aforesaide & of all others the contents of the said feoffinente to the 
use & behoofe of John Synot of Wexford geS his executors & assignes 
for & duringe the terme and tyme of thirtie one yeres without rendringe 
or payenge to the said Erie his heires or assignes any rente exaccon or 
any^utie or demande thereout duringe the saide terme & after thende 
of the saide terme the saide feofiees there heires & assignes to stande 
seised & be seised of all & singter the pmiss i with apptenences to thuse 
& behoffe of the saide Earle & of the ladye Ellenor his Wief & the 
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heires males of the body of the saide Earle & in defaulte of such heires 
males of the bodye of the saide Earle to thuse & behoofe of the heires 
males of the bodye of James late Erie of Desmonde feither to Gerrot nowe 
Earle & for defaulte of such heires males to the righte heires of Gerrot 
nowe Earle & there heires for ever provided that the saide John his 
heires executors & assignes shall not sell neither alyen the saide towne 
of Inchequyne w*^ the pmisses neither any pte or pcell thereof to any- 
man duringe the saide terme withoute the licences of the said Earle and 
the ladye Ellinor his wief and the heires males of the said Earles bodye 
But in respecte of the pmisses the said John Synot his executors & 
assignes shall bestowe his & there Councell in lawe on the saide Earle 
ladye Elinor & on the heires males of the Earles bodye Gerot Desmond 
E* Desmond Beinge pnte at thensealinge & deHverie hereof by the 
within named Earle to the within named Morishe Sheaghan & David 
Boche as his deede those whose names ensueth John Coraghmore James 
Sherlocke EitzThomas E" Sponer, Denis Cahissye Ghaire Owen HangaB 
Beinge pnte when John FitzGeralde of Camphire delivered liverie & 
seisoS by deHverie of A peece of Earthe in the house of Inchequyne to 
David Eoche the within named feoffee accordinge A Ire of Attorney to 
hym from Grerralde Earle of Desmond and accordinge theffecte of this 
pnte feoffmente those whose names ensuethe John fitz Gerrate Morishe 
M'^Gibbon Patricke Ketinge James Chever James Browne Doneli 
OSheaghan Donnell Ogriffen James MThiUippe with manye others &c. 
Sciant pntes & ftitur 7 me GerraldS Comitem Desmonie fecisse ordinasse 
& in loco meo posuisse dilec% mihi in Christo Johem fitz Gerralde de 
Campire generosS meS ver8 & litti&8 attomatS Ad intrand in CastrS & 
Villam de Inchequyne in Com Corck ac in sex carucat teir aif in villa 
pd & in campis ejusdlii & in o!a prata pasc pastur silvas moras marisd 
molendina & curs aquarf ad molendin rivolas gurgites piscarX werris 
pcell dee viUe & possessioem & sciam inde capiend & post hmdi posses- 
sioem et sciam sic inde habif & cap% deinde possessioem & sciam inde 
deli^and Mauricio Sheghan servo meo& David Eoche geSos sSdm tenorem 
vim formam & effSm Oarte mee feoffament c8 ejus consideracoe effect & 
UBUs in eadSi Carta content eis inde confect Eat et gratn lient & hitur 
totQ & quicquid idSi Attomat mens vice & ndie meo fecerit in pmissis. 
In cujus rei testimonQ pStibus SigillS meS apposui dat septimo die 
Augustii Anno dni millesimo quingentesimo septuagesimo quinto Gerot 
Desmond Beinge pnte at the ensealinge & deliverie hereof by the within 
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named Earle to the within named John fitz Grerrotte as his deede and 
Seale those whose names ensuethe John Curaghmore James Sherlocke 
fitz Thomas K* Sponer Denis Cahissye Chaair Owen Hangan. Sicut 



ibfl contine?. 

A true copy, which I certify. 



B. Hitchcock, 
Master of the Exchequer. 



The question naturally arises, why did Mr. Synotte on the 28th 
November, 1586, enrol this deed, executed by the Countess Kathrin 
Pesmond, the 5tii August, 1575 ? 

Sir Bichard Cox, in his " History of Ireland," page 360, states that 
on the 2nd November, 1579, the Lord Justice, Sir William Pelham, at 
his camp at Bathkeale, proclaimed the Earl of Desmond a traitor. 

The Harleian MSS., U., 1425, British Museum, states that ''the 
Earl of Desmond was slaine upon the 11th November, 1583, nere to 
the Biver Mange, in Kerry." 

We may be assured that all the lands and possessions of the rebel 
Earl, and his confederates, were seized by Government. But they were 
not legally confiscated until the session of Parliament which com- 
menced in DubUn on the 28th Apnl, and closed on the 14th May, 1586 ; 
and in their laborious sitting, of sixteen days, they passed nine acts, 
two of which, the fifth and seventh, bear on our inquiry. 

The fifth ("Statutes of Ireland," vol i., pages 415-17, Dublin, 
1765), "An Act concerning the avoiding of fi:audulent conveyances, 
made by the late rebels in Ireland." Two of the notes on the margin 
will sufficiently inform us of its enactments : — 

" Person claiming by conveyances from rebels, and persons attainted, 
within thirteen years before this session'* (this takes back to 1573), 
" shall within one year openly bring into the Exchequer, and exhibit 
the same, to be entered and enrolled of record." 

" Yet if at any time upon information, &c., it shall be tried, and 
proved by verdict, that such conveyance was made upon fraud or covin 
to defraud the Queen, it shall be void, until such verdict be set aside." 

Sir Bichard Cox, page 384, states — 

" This Act did not pass the House without great difficulty; and 



( 12 ) 

perhaps had not passed at all, if John Mac Edmond Fitzgerald (to pre- 
vent the Earl of Desmonds forfeiture) had not produced a feoffinent 
made hy that Earl before he entered into rebellion ; which had taken 
effect, and baffled the expectations of the undertakers, if Sir Henry 
Wallop had not by good luck gotten the aforesaid Association [which 
was] made the 18th July, 1578, which was two months before the pre- 
tended settlement, and to which this John FitzEdmund himself was a 
party. But upon the producing of that confederacy, and the discovering 
of this finud and subtilty, the honest part of the House were ashamed 
to abet 80 ill a cause, and so this Act was made to prevent the like con- 
trivances." 

The seventh Act, pages 418-422, is, ''An Act for the attainder of 
the late Earl of Desmond, and others, mentioned in this Act," and recites, 
" That whereas Gerrot FitzGerald, late Earl of Desmond (with 38 others 
following, named of the counties of Kerry, Limerick, Cork, "Waterford, 
and Tipperary), all and every of them for their said abominable and 
detestable treasons, by them and every of them most abominably and 
traiterously committed, perpetrated, and done against your Highnesse, 
and this your said realme of Ireland, be and shall be, by authoritie of 
this present Act, convicted and attainted of High treason ; and that as 
many of the same offenders and persons before named as be yet in life, 
and not pardoned for the same offences, shall and may at your High- 
nesse will and pleasure suffer paines of death, as in cases of high trea- 
son." All their lands and properties of every kind, are then " vested 
in the Queen, without ofice or iniquisition.*' And aU attainders of 
treason, by outlawry, or verdict, or judgment " be and shalbe approved 
and confirmed by authoritie of this present Act." 

("We may note, that the next Parliament held in Ireland was A. D. 
1613, the 11th year of James I., an interval of twenty- seven years.) 

All these premises being duly considered, I come to this conclusion : — 
The Assignment by the Old Countess, dated 5th August, 1575, I 
consider was a family arrangement, merely pro forma ^ to endeavour 
to secure to Earl Gerrott the Inchiquin property, if he should involve 
himself in trouble with Government by his rebellious propensities ; and 
the more fuUy to effect which, the earl then assigned the same to Syn- 
notte. 

When the Act passed in May, 1586, the Assigment to Synnotte 
most probably first became known, by his enrolling it on the 28th 
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November following, on the chance of obtaining the life interest which 
it gave him in the Castle and Barony of Inchiquin. In this he evidently 
failed, if indeed he ever took any steps beyond the enrolment, the 
fraud being clear, from the Conntess Eathrin having continued uninter- 
ruptedly to occupy the Castle, and exercise her rights of ownership on 
the baronial lands; for Sir Walter Ealegh informs us that she was 
living in the castle in 1589, three years after Synnotte's enrolment; 
and in Sir Walter's leases, which are printed in my previous " Inquiry," 
her prior claims on the lands are acknowledged by his rents doubling 
on her death, which event was assumed to be very near at hand, from 
her extreme old age. 

But, whatever may have been Synnotte's motives for enrolling the 
Deed of Assignment, we are indebted to him, by it, for the legal cer- 
tainty, that " The Old Countess of Desmond" was the widow of Thomas, 
the 13th Earl, who died 1534, by this the Countess's own ensealed deed ; 
but to which her signature was not appended, though it is so given in 
one publication, and referred to in another as, '' a legal document, at- 
tested by the Countess's own sign-manuaV^ 

Ensealing only, without signing, was frequent at this period. On 
the 6th October, 1586, an inquisition was taken at Youghal of the 
Earl of Desmond's estates in that quarter. The original document is 
in the EoUs' Office, Dublin : all the jurors ensealed only. 
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No. II. 

Explanation of the supposed disagreement of the Hiarleian MS., No. 1425, 
and Sir George Cwrew's MS. in the Lambeth Idbrarjf, No. 626. 

Copies from these MS8. are given in my previous " Inquiry," at 
pages 19 and 20. The Harleian reads, that the Old Countess of 
Desmond "lived in a° 1604 ;" the Lambeth, that " She died in ano 
1604." 

This is bat one of the many good services that Mr. John Gough 
Nichols has rendered in clearing up historic doubts and dif&culties. 

I received a letter from John Gough Nichols, Esq., F. S. A., dated 
London, January 15, 1862, in which he informed me that he had been 
that day to the Lambeth Library, to examine Sir George Carew's ori- 
ginal MSS. deposited there, on which subject Mr. Nichols writes to 
me: — 

" The Harleian MS. 1425 is not in Sir George Carew's hand. It 
is, however, made from Sir George Carew's MSS., and a very blundered 
one, arising from, the writer being ignorant of Irish names, and unable 
to decipher Carew's crabbed hand." 

Eeferring to passages relating to the Old Countess of Desmond, Mr. 
Nichols continues — 

" She died in ano 1604. 

" Of this reading, original and not ' corrected,' you have been al- 
ready sufficiently assured ; but I can now tell you this further about it, 
that the word lived, in the Harleian MS." (No. 1425, folio 45,) "is a 
mere error of transcription ; for I see how it occurred, as Sir George 
Carew has so written died, that it was misread, and might be misread by 
any careless person, as lived. 

" Another circumstance that you may consider of some importance, 
is the date at which Sir George Carew wrote his ' Pedigrees.' This I 
consider to be shown under the name of * Sir John Fitz-Gerald, Knyght, 
Lord of the Decye, living in ano 1615.' So that I take it for certain 
that Sir George Carew, writing in 1615, had good authority for the 
Old Lady having died in 1604, eleven years before." 
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No. III. 
Reprint from ^* Notes and Queries,^* No. 24, Saturday, June 14, 1862. 



THE OLD COUNTESS OF DESMOND. 
(8'«> S. i. 877). 

I beg to thank the Marquess of Kildare for his correctioii of the date 
of the record relative to " Gyles ny Cormyk, wife to Sir Thomas of Des- 
mond," which I was misled to suppose to be 20 Hen. Vlll. instead 
of 20 Hen. VII. This certainly invalidates considerably my argu- 
ment for a large reduction of the assumed longevity of his second wife, 
the Old Countess of Desmond, in reference to her becoming a mother. 
But still that argument retains some of its force, and the probability of 
her being nearly of her husband's age, or within ten years of it, is not 
restored. In 20 Hen. Vll. (1505) he was fifty-one. As after her 
marriage at some period after that date — ^now unknown, but it may be 
ten, fifteen, or twenty years — she gave birth to Eatherine, subsequently 
the wife of Philip Barry Oge, it is at. least probable that, instead of 
being only ten years younger than her husband, which was aU that 
her reputed longevity made her, she was considerably more. 

The pictures called portraits of the Old Countess of Desmond are 
evidently very numerous. Besides others formerly seen and mentioned, 
as noticed by the writer of the article in the " Dublin Review," the 
following are now preserved in known localities : — 

1. At "Windsor Castle.* 



* No. 1. A gentleman at Windsor Castle informed me by letter : — '* It is said to be by 
Bembrandt, and is a very fine portrait ; there is lace on the head-dress, and a fur tippet, 
a collar ronnd the neck, and coming down in front, and no lacing. But it cannot be the 
portrait of the Countess of Desmond ; and with this agrees the opinion of Nagler (Band 
12, 8. 419), who calls it ' Rembrandt^s mother, or the portrait of an old lady.' I find 
this entry in the Catalogue of the pictures of Charles I. 'done by Bembrandt An old 
woman with a great scarf on her head, with a peaked falling band,' (2 f., and 1 f. 6).' 
And with this our picture agrees exactly.** 
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2. At Chatsworth * 

3. AtKnole. 

4. At Burghley.f 

5. AtBedgebcuy. 

6. At Newnham Fadox. 
In Ireland : — 

7. At MnckrosB Abbey. 

8. At Ballynraddeiy.t 

9. At Droniana.§ 



* 2. *^ This portrait has the for waitacoat, hood of cloth, indraped with two large rosea, 
and has hazel eyes ; the legend ia, * Covnteas of Desmond, who lived 140 years.' " 

t No. 4. " On recetving yonr letter yesterday, I called upon the Marquess of Exeter, 
who kindly showed me the portrait of the Old Conntess of Desmond. It is a very fine 
painting by Bembrandt, in size about 14 or 16 inches by about 12 It must liave been 
taken when she was very old indeed." 

X No. 8. The Knight of Kerry, on his way to London last snmmer, was in Coric for a 
few days, and left his splendid painting by Gerard Dow in my charge, so I had very 
willin^y to become its showman to the public at large, and to artists in particular. The 
latter concurred in opinion that it was an original portrait of Gerard Dow's, painted in 
his palmieat period, when he had attained his fullest powers of design and execution, at 
a time when he certainly never would have occupied his bmsh in copjring. I have not 
seen the Windsor painting. No. 1 ; but as Ifr. Nichols states that the Kinnonll pictore ia 
certainly derived from the Windsor, I put in our Cotk protest, that we consider the en- 
graving of the Kinnonll portrait, in Pennant's ^^ Tour in Scotland," toL iii^ page 87, quarto, 
represents a person as totally onlike Gerard Dow's Old Lady, in features and characteiestic 
expression, as two individuals of the same sex could possibly be. Indeed, the Kinnoull 
requires its female dress to be supposed to represent a woman, and gives rather the idea of 
a heavy, coarse, vulgar man, in a masquerade — ^Little Bed Biding Hood's wolf perso- 
nating the eaten-up grandmother. The Kinnoul and Muckrnss so fiur agree with the 
Windsor, that both have '*a great scarf on her head;" and they so fiur agree with each 
other, and differ from the Windsor, in their dress being laced down the front. Gerard 
Dow's lady, on the oontraiy, wears a sort of hood of doth or velvet, separate and distnict 
from her dress, her mantle being fastened in front by one rose-fiuhioned button. 

§ No. 9. ** Tour question as to the alleged portrait of the Old Countess of Desmond, 
at Dromana, is easily answered ; it is unquestionably not only not the portrait of that 
lady, but any person at all acquainted with the picture galleries in Holland would at 
once recognise it as that of Bembrandt's mother, whose very homely features her son 
seems to have had a special fimcy for pourtraying. For even I myself know of three copies— 
this one at Dromana, another at the Hague, sndathird, dther at Amsterdam or Leyden — 
I cannot at thb moment remember which. A foreign artist, who went to tee the pic- 
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In Scotland : — 

10. At Dupplin Castle ; 

11. At Netvbattle Abbey ; 
and probably others. 

iN'o. 1. Is certainly a picture by Eembrandt, and a portrait of his 
mother ; and it is certainly the original of most of the rest, possibly of all. 



tares at Dromana, perfectly conversant with Rembrandt's very peculiar style, said there 
could not be any second opinion as to the authorship of the portrait in question, though, 
never having been in Holland, he could not say whom it was intended to represent. But 
then comes the little fact mentioned by yon, that the old lady died A. D. 1604, and Rem- 
brandt was not bom until A. D. 1606. I may just mention, in conclusion, that the original 
of the portrait at Dromana never could possibly have been a handsome or even a com- 
monly well-favoured person ; the heavy square jaw, like that of Lorenzo di Medici, and the 
whole form of the features, put it out of the question. Even then supposing that Rem- 
brandt could have painted with the assistance of some Dutch witch of Endor, what would 
become of the Fair Greraldine ?" 

I acquainted Lord Stuart de Dedes with the intended gathering of the assumed 
portraits of the Old Countess of Desmond in London, and solicited him to send his to the 
congress, which his lordship, in a letter to me, dated Dromana, 6th May, 1862, very 
obligingly consented to do. But the early and abrupt termination of the exhibition pre- 
vented this Old Lady's appearance at it. 

Lord Inchiquin has two portraits, said to be those of the Old Countess, and her 
husband, Thomas, 12th Earl of Desmond, who died A. D. 1534. On my application, his 
lordship most readily and obligingly promised to take them over, but was prevented by 
^* the early dosing'* of the Desmond gathering. Wishing to give information respect- 
ing them, I again trespassed on his lordship, who, to my very unexpected and agreeable 
surprise, sent me copies in water colours of them, the size of the originals, taken by him- 
self. Their dimensions are 10 inches by 8. An inscription on the lady's portrait, now 
for the first time noticed, take them out of the Desmond fkmily. It is, "iSTATIS SYM 
23, 1577," which would place her birth, 1554, and render her too young to have been 
Elinor, the wife of Gerald, 16th Earl of Desmond, who in 1577 was in rebellion against 
Queen Elizabeth, and "was slaine," as a rebel, in 1583. Our young lady, 23 years of 
age, without being handsiome, has a pleasing and extremely intelligent and observant 
expression, black eyes and hair, the latter combed ofT the forehead, which has height and 
breadth, a white muslin cap, bordered with pearls ; a slight ruff, and black dress, trimmed 
about the neck with brown fiir. 

The gentleman's dress is also black, the sleeves slashed white ; he has a splendid head, 
noble expression, red hair, and beard of the same hue, which for massive profusion 
would be witnessed, at this day of beardiness, by our exquisites, with envy and despair. 

Lord Inchiquin mentions that these portraits, the gentleman's more particuhirly, are 
beautifully finished, like miniatures. 

B 
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By the kindness of the Duke of DeTonshire, his picture (No. 2) has 
heen hronght to the house of the National Portrait Gallery, and is ascer- 
tained to be derived from the preceding, as Horace Walpole pronounced 
it to be. 

All the fonr next I believe will prove to be of the like character, or 
otherwise imaginary. 

The picture (No. 7) belonging to lir. Herbert, at Muckrosa Abbey, 
is that which is accompanied by a long inscription of the assumed 
history of the Countess, and photographed as the frontispiece to the late 
Mr. Archdeacon Bowan's essay on her history. I believe both picture 
and inscription to have been fabricated, at the time when these pictures 
were admired and multiplied. It would, however, be a satisfaction to 
have it critically examined by some competent judges. 

The Knight of Kerry has already had the kindness to bring his pic- 
ture (No. 8), to the National Portrait Oallery . It is excellent as a work 
of art, and has the signature of O, JDoWy but is clearly derived from the 
Windsor picture, though with some varieties of treatment and of costume. 
This is more obvious upon examination of the picture than was observ- 
able in the mezzotint engraving by Grogan. That Gerard Dow 
should have copied a picture of his master Rembrandt, with variations 
of his own, is an occurrence quite in due course. 

Lord Stuart de Decies proposes to bring his picture from Dromana 
to London, and I look for it with some curiosity, as I do not gather, from 
the accounts of the Quarterly fieviewer and Sir Bernard Burke, whether 
it riesembles those already noticed or no. 

The Earl of Kinnoull's picture (No. 10), is certainly derived from 
that at Windsor, as is shown by the engraving in Pennant's " Tour in 
Scotland." 

Of the Marquess of Lothian's picture at Newbattle Abbey I know 
nothing, and I mention it now for the first time, having found it as an 
item in a catalogue of that collection written in 1798. 

Lord Inchiquin has two small pictures of an Earl and Countess of 
Desmond, and he proposes to bring them to London ; but it has not 
been ascertained to which Earl and Countess they belong. 

Should any further information arise apon this long-debated subject, 
I will not fail to report it. 

John Gottoh Nichols. 
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No. IV. 

The Earl of Desmond's Letter to the Earl of Ormond, 

In the appendix to my " Inquiry respecting the Old Countess of 
Desmond/' at page 62, is a letter from the Earl of Ormond to the Lords 
of Her Majesty's Privy Conncil, dated Cashel, 18th June, 1583, detailing 
his successes in putting down the Earl of Desmond's rebellion ; he then 
continues : — " So there remaineth none abrode, but th'erle with a veray 
fewe rascall whom I can scant heare of; yeat doth he contynue his for- 
mer suite to have conference with me, as yo' L may perceave by the 
copie of his letter, which I send herein." This copy was not in the 
Earl's despatch at the State Paper Office ; but I have since met with it, 
printed in " Caballa," London, 1654, part ii., pp. 18, 19. The compiler 
of the " Caballa," probably, did not return it. 

'*Earl of Desmond to the Earl of Ormond, June 5, 1583. 

*' My Lokd, 

'* Great is my grief when I think how heavily Her Majesty is bent to 
disfavour me, and howbeit I carry the name of an undutiM subject, 
yet God knoweth that my heart and mind are always most lowly in- 
clined to serve my most loving Prince, so it may please her Highness to 
remove her heavy displeasure from me. As I may not condemn myself 
of disloyalty to her Majesty, so cannot I excuse my faults, but must 
confess that I have incurred her Majesties indignation ; yet when the 
cause and means which were found and devised to make me commit 
folly shall be known to her Highness, I rest in an assured hope that her 
most gracious Majestie will both think of me as my heart deserveth, 
and also of those that wrung me into undutiMness, as their cunning 
device deserveth. Prom my heart I am sorry that folly, bad councels, 
sleights, or any other thing hath made me to forget my duty. And 
therefore I am most desirous to get conference with your Lordship, to 
the end I may open and declare to you how tyrannously I was used, 
humbly craving that you will vouchafe to appoint some time and place, 
where and when I may attend your honour, and then I doubt not to 

b2 
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make it appear how dutiful a mind I carry, how faithftdly I have at 
mine own charge served her Majesty, before I was proclaimed, how 
sorrowfiil I am for my offences, and how faithfidly I am affected ever 
hereafter to serve her Majesty. And so I commit your Lordship to God, 
the 5 of June, 1583. 

(Subscribed) " Gebot Desmond.'' 
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No. V. 

Mistatement as to the period of the Death of Fynes Moryson. 

The " Quarterly," ArcMeacon Kowan, and other writers, state that 
Fynes Moryson died A. D. 1614; and his work not being published un- 
til 1617, a doubt has been attempted to be raised, on the correctness of 
the reported age of the Old Countess of Desmond given in his work, as 
haying been about 140 years \ which these critics suggest is a misprint 
for 104 — ^the author, being in his grave, did not superintend the printing* 
I am indebted to my Mend, Dr. Aquilla Smith, for the information (Sir 
James Ware), how Fynes was supposed to have died in 1 6 1 4. To expose 
this mistake, I print in full " The Licence to print" granted to Fynes 
Moryson in 1617, not only " as well these three parts finished, as one or 
two parts more thereof not yet finished, but shortly to be perfected hy 
him^ This establishes that he was living in 1 6 1 7 ,' when he subsequently 
really did die, is immaterial to the authority of the edition of 1617. 

"FYNES MOKYSON. 

" ' Fines Moryson was bom in Lincolnshire, and educated in the Uni- 
versity of Ca/mhridge, of which he became a Fellow, and applied himself 
to the study of the Civil Law. Obtaining ^m the Master and Fellows 
of his House a Licence to travel, he set out in the year 1591, and spent 
about seven or eight years abroad. Soon after his Betumhe passed into 
Ireland in 1598, where his Brother, Sir Richa/rd Moryson, was Yice- 
President of Munster, and there was made Secretary to Sir Charles 
Blount, Lord Mountjoy, then Lord Deputy of that kingdom. He died 
about the year 1614, and three years after were published his Travels, 
An Itinerary, &c.' 

" ' Sir James Ware's Works by Harris — The Writers of Ireland,' 
p. 33L 

"A. Smith." 
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ITINERAEY 

WRITTEN 

By Ftnes H0RY8ON, Gent. 

First in the Latin Tongue, 

and then Translated 

by him into English. 

London. Polio. 1617. 

[License to Print] 

" * With the JSjing^ Maiestiea full and sole Priviledge to the Author 
Fynes Mortfson^ Gent, his Executors, Administrators, Assignes and De- 
puties for 21 yeeres next ensuing, to cause to be imprinted, and to sell 
assigne and dispose to his or their best benefit, this Booke and Bookes 
as well in the English as in the Latin tongue ; as well these three Farts, 
finished, as one or two Farts more thereof not yet finished, hut shortly/ to he 
perfected hy him : straitly forbidding any other during the said yeeres, to 
imprint or cause to be imprinted, to import vtter or sell, or cause to be 
imported yttered or sold the said Booke or Bookes, or any part thereof 
within any of his Maiesties Dominions ; vpon paine of his Maiesties 
high displeasure, and to forfet three pounds lawful English money for 
every such Booke, Bookes, or any part thereof printed, imported, vttered 
or sold contrary to the meaning of this Priviledge ; besides theforfeture 
of the said Book, Books, &c., aa more at large appeareth by his Males- 
ties Letters Patents, dated the 29th of Aprill, in the fifteenth yeere of 
his Maiesties raigne of England, Franoe and Ireland, and of Scotland the 
fiftieth.' 

" Date of License, 29th April, 1617. 

*'A. Smith.** 
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No. VI. 

Murder of James Fit% Morice, ISth Earl of Desmond, Grandson and 

Heir of Thomas Fit% Thomas, \2th Earl. 

From State Papers, King Henry VIII., vol. iii., part iii., con- 
tinued, pages 195, 196 : — 

" The Council of Ireland, to King Henry VIII. 
(superscribed) ** To the Kinges Most Excellent Majesty, 

" Our Most dread Sovereigne Lord. 

'* Oure moost humble duetie premised to youremoost Excellent Ma- 
jestie. Please it the same to be advertised, that we, being in thois^ 
parties above the water of the Barrowe, dissolving and surveing the re- 
ligiouse houses, leasing out the same for certain yerelie rent to your 
Highnes, and executing your Graces affaires in mynystration of justice, 
redressing enormities, and establishing good order, worde came to us, 
(whiche is veray true), that your Graces servaunt James FitzMorishe, 
who claymed to be Erie of Desmond, was cruelly slayne the Friday be^ 
fore Palme Sondaie, of unfortunat chaunce by Morishe FitzJohn,* 
brother to James FitzJohn, then Fsurpor of the Erledome of Desmond. 
After which murder doon, the said James FitzJohn immediatelie resorted 
to your town of Youghill : wher he was well received and interteyaned, 
and, er he departed entred into all souche piles and garrisons in the 
countie of Corke, as Your Maiesties Deputie, with the assistance of your 
army and me, the Erie of Ormond, obteyned before Christenmas laat^ 
and haithe recovered nowe, not onely the hole streingth of Mownister, 



* Lodge, page 17, in the pedigree of John Fitz Thomas, 14th EarPs family, infonns 
ns of Morishe's reward for this murder, and his own well'merited ^* nnfortnnat chaunce :" 

** Sir Maurice (Niger, or Duffe), to whom his brother, the Earl, gave the barony of 
Kenycurrihy in the county of Cork ; but in 1666, when 80 years old, preying upon the 
Mac Carties of Mnskerry, he was pursued, as he was carrying off his booty, by his son- 
in-law, Sir Dermot Mac Beige Carty, who taking him prisoner, whilst he pursued his 
party, left hin in the custody of four horsemen, who in the mean time put him to death.'* 

Sif Mauriee wa% therefore, 66 years of age when he murdered his cousin, at Toughal. 
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besides the freendship of Obrene, Oneyle, and Odonyll, but also the 
Lord Roche,'*^ the Lord Barry, the White Knight, Mc Carthy Biaghe, 
and divers other capitains, befor, at the said jomay, allured from, him to 
your said servaunt, wherby he was competently strong to berde the 
other with a litle more helpe, and within short space had put hym in 
great daunger of exile. Soo as the hole title to the Erledome, (as he 
thinketh) being no we discended upon hym, and having more streingth 
than ever he had, your Majestie is at a great hindraundce for reforma- 
tion or subjection of theise parties. And howe he wool order hymself 
for keping of any peaux we be mouche in doubte. And asferre as toe 
can perceive this fatall chmnce had not happed, if the twoo hundred of 
your Gfraces said army, left in the town of Toughill and in thois borders, 
having eommaundement to remayn and contynue there still for his aide, 
had not departed from thens to Waterford, distansiny farre from any ser- 
vice or exploite to he doon.\ 

^* We have sonde to have a communication with hym ; and as we shall 
finde hym, if he comon with us, we shall advertise your Majestie at 
length. And thus we beseche God to send your Majestie long and 
moost prosperous life. 

" Written at your cittie of Waterforde, the fourthe of Aprill, the one 
and thirty yere of your moost noble Eeigne (1540). 

'' Your Majesties most humble servaunts and subjectes, 

" John Alen. 

" Geob. Dublin. 

" Ja. Obh ajstd Oss. 

'* WiLLIAJl BbABASON. 
" EOBE&T COWLBT." 

■ 

* Thifl Lord Roche was either brother (or father ?) to Jane Roche, the first wife of 
Earl James, whom he had put away, and bastardized her two sons. Lord Roche joining 
the man who had repadiated his sister and her children, evidences, I think, how low 
women ranlced in the estimation of these barbarians. 

t The Council merely state the fact, that James, the 13th Earl, lost his life and earl- 
dom by the archers qnartered for his aid at Youghal going off from him to Waterford, 
where they were not reqoired ; bat, as I consider, leaving the surmise that it was the 
result of good management (most probably money) ; and the moment the Earl was left 
defenceless, Morishe Fitz John, with a sufficient force, seized Toughal, and murdered his 
brother's competitor. Lodge (page 16) states that the murdered Earl was buried with 
his grandfather (at Toughal). Maurice Fitz John was first cousin to Maurice Fitz 
Thomas, fother of the young Earl, " cruelly slaine** by him. 
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A.D. 1541. 
The JSarl of Desmond in the field, and in his dressing chamber. 

After the murder of James Fitz Morice, 13th Earl of Desmond, the 
Government, apparently finding that they would be unable to oust the 
"usurper;" and he considering that he would better secure the inheri- 
tance by becoming a loyal subject to "my saide most dradde Sove- 
raign Lorde" (Henry YIII.)> on the 16th January, 1541, James Pitz 
John, the 15th Earl, made his submission to " the Kinges deputy. Sir 
Anthony Sentleger, Knight," receiving the King's confirmation of the 
earldom of Desmond. 

One material part of his submission was that he would attend 
Parliament; and the terms in which this promise is given show the 
mistrust that had existed, between the Desmonds and the Crown : — 

" And farther, having consyderacion of his Highness goodnes and 
mercie showed unto me, in accepting me to his favours, and pardoning 
me, of all my offences heretofore committed, where my antecessours, 
Erles of Desmond, have ever claymed, syns the behedding of my grande- 
father* in Drougheda, coming to a Parliament ther holden, to have 
privelege and exemtion to apeare in no Parliament, ne grande Counsaill 
to be holden in this lande, nether to come within walled town under 
the Kinges obedience ; I, the said Erie of Desmond, for me and my 
heiers for ever, renownce and forsake the said privelege and exemption, 
and therin utterly disclayme, and the same in the presence of you, the 
Kinge's Chancelor doo surrender; promising that for ever I, and my 
heyers Erles of Desmonde, shall appeare at Parlymentes and Counsailles 
within this lande, as other Erles and Lordes within the same lande have 
or shall be accustomed to doo." 

So far all is submission and reverence ; but bluff Harry would have 
opened his eyes in wrathful astonishment to have heard an English 
earl speaking in the terms of, at least, equality, which followed: — 
" Item, that such taxes and benevolence as be or shall be grawnted to 
the Kinge's Highness by Parliamente or otherwise," " I promise and 
graunte to his Highnes, that I shall suffer the like to be leavied and re- 
ceived to the Kinges use, every where under my power and rule. 



* Thomas, 8th Earl of Desmond, 1467. 
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''Item, I promyse to defends and meynteigne the Kinges cities of 
Lymericke, and Corke, and the townes of Youghall, Kynsale, and Kyl- 
mahallocke, and other incorporate townes in those parties, and shall 
supporUf defende, and meynteigne^ all merchantmen, and other the 
Kinges subjects, savely to passe and repasse, every where under my 
rule. 

*' Item, I, the said Erie, promise and graunte that all the Inglisshe 
lordes and gentilmen of tihe comities of Corke, Lymericke, Kerey, and 
Desmonde, shalbe apon the Kinges peace, and at the order of his Grace 
and his Deputie ; and if any of them shall refuse the same, I will pro- 
seetUe them; saving, that such of my name, of the Geraldines and other, 
as holden ther landes of me and my antecessonrs, shalhe at my own lead- 
ing and order ; and yet, nevertheless, if any of them disobey th order of 
the King, or his Deputie, I shall not only refuse hym, but also prosecute 
Buche disobeir with violence.*' 

Earl James continued, very wisely, a good subject; but his son, Earl 
G^erald, went into rebellion and lost his life in it, on the 11 th !Nov. 1 583 ; 
Pynes Moryson states (at part ii., book i., chap L, pages 4 and 5), that 
the forfeited lands of the Earl and his followers amounted to 574,628 
English acres, about three-fiffchs of which the Crown gave back to 
the occupiers, the remainder to English undertakers, as they were 
termed. 

Pass we now to see this potent Earl in his dressing chamber. The 
Lord Deputy Sentleger, after informing the King of the submission, 
adds — '' I assure your Majestic that sithe my repaire into this your lande, 
I have not harde better counsell of no man for the reformation of the 

• 

same, then of the saide Erie of Desmond, who ondoubted is a very wise 
and a discrete gentilman, and as farre as we can possible perceive, a man 
moste rejoysing the attaigning of your favours that is possible to be. 
And we were so bolde apon your Majestie, to swere him of your Coun- 
sell. And being among us declared, that the varyance betwene hys 
auncestors and the Erles of Ormond hadde bene the only cause of the 
decay of that lande, and of your subjectes, and the grete increase of the 
Irisahmen, which he now trusted shidd be clerely extirped, so that bothe 
he and they moughte now concurre in the sarvice of your Majestic ; he 
will not faile, God willing, to be here at Dublyne at the Parliamente. 
Wherfore, if it may please your Majestie to geve unto him parliamente 
roobes, and som aparell, wherof he hathe grete lacke, and not famisht 
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with substance to bye the same, his contrey as yet being in maner 
wasted with the warres, it shalbe to him a greate comforte. I, as a 
poore man, gave unto him, gowne, jackette, doblette, hose, shertes, 
cappes, and a riding cote of yelvet, which he toke very thankefully, and 
ware the same in Lymericke, and in all places where he went with 
me." (Pages 288, 219, State Papers K. H. VIII., vol iii., part iii.) 

In a letter from the King to the Lord Deputy and Council, of the 
26th March, 1541, he says — " We be well pleased with your proceedings 
with thErle of Desmonde, and with the franke submission of the saide 
Erie ; — and by thiies berers, We send untayou robes of Parlyament." And 
finally, on the 26th June (1541), the Lord Deputy informs the King 
that ** Parliament begunne (June 13th), and that on Corpus Christi day 
(16th), after the solempne Masse of the Holy Goste,* thErles of Ormonde 
and Desmonde, and dyverse other Lordes, in their robes, rode on pro- 
cession solemply, in suche sorte, as the like therof hathe not bene seen 
here of meny yens" (page 304). 

In an original deed (among the Eoche MSS.) which I published in 
the second volume of the "OUa Podrida," page 428, dated " at Cork, the 
zxij day of Januar A?, 1555, et r 'Phi et Marie reg et regine, 2 et 
tertio," he says, "We James Erie of Desmond, the King and Quen's 
Highe Tressburerofthisrealmeforsaid" (Ireland), justifying Sentleger's 
opinion that he was ''a very wise and discrete gentilman," who, when 
he had entered the Kinges "courte," turned it to his advantage. Lodge 
states that he died at Askeaton, 14 Oct. 1558, and was interred 1st 
November, in the Franciscan friary there. In the first volume of " 011a 
Podrida," page 236, 1 printed from the original in the State Paper Office, 
the admission of his son Gerralde to the Earldom by the Lord Deputy, 
the Earl of Sussex, at Waterford, 28th November, 1558 ; and it may be 
noted that Queen Mary's death, which occurred on the 17th, was not 
then known in Ireland. My readers may be pleased to see the magni- 



**' The jadgea of the law courts of Paris resumed their sittings on Tuesday after the long 
vacation. Previous to the commencement of businesH tl>ev assisted at the mass of the 
Holy Ghost, celebrated by the Archbishop of Paris in the Sainte Chapelle of the Palais 
de Justice. At the conclusion of the religious ceremony, the judges of the Court of Cas- 
sation held their usual solemn audience, at which M. Troplong presided. M. Savary, 
the Attorney- General, delivered an eloquent address, in which he treated of the influence 
exercised by the judicial authorities on society." — Times, Friday, Nov 7, 1862. 
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filcent signature of James, 15th Earl of Desmond, to the deed of A. D. 
1551, which I lately purchased. In "taUness," the letters rival those 
in the signature of Henry VII., in Dibdin's "Decameron," vol. i., clvi 

This want of money was not peculiar to the Earl of Desmond ; and 
the actual scarcity of circulating coinage is strikingly illustrated in a 
despatch from the Lord Deputy and Council of Ireland to the King, 
dated, Dublin, 15 May (1543). The O'Bryen's of Thomond had sub- 
mitted to Henry YIII., and were to repair to London, to be created 
peers: — 

"Fynally, for that ther ys no sterling money almoste to be had 
within this your Eeabne, thies gentlemen whiche nowe resorte to your 
Highnes wer utterly disfumysshed of money to bring them thither, I, 
your Majesties Deputie, lent Obrien an hundreth poundes sterling,* in 
harpe grotesy in defaulte of other money, which I have delyvered to your 
Tresorer; and DonnoghObryen hath like wise delyvered hjrman hundreth 
merkes sterling, to your Graces use ; beseching your Majestic to be so 
good and gracious Lorde to them, as upon the sight of your saide Trea- 
sorers byU, testifieng the receipte of the saide sommes, they may have 
ther by your Majesties appcintement ; otherwise they be utterly dis- 
apoynted, nor other shifte could they have." 

Their creations, as Earl of Thomond, and Baron of Ybrackan, took 
place, at Greenwich, on Sunday, the £rst day of July following ; and 
the record of the ceremonial, MS. Titus B. xi., leaf 338, British Museum, 
states, *"* The Kinges Majestic gave them theire Eobes of Estate, and 
all thinges belonging thereunto, and payd all manner of duties, belong- 
ing to the same." 



* In the early part of this despatch acknowledgment is made — *' Tour Majesties 
Yice-thesanror hathe according to the tenonr of your Highnes letters (of the 5th of 
Marche laste), receyvid by the handes of your saide servant George Carew, the some of 
£2461 12«. in Harpe Orotei," 

And from the context of what followt, it may be inferred, that this was all the coin 
in His Majesty^s Irish Treasury. 






To/acejifagt'2^. 
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No. VII. 

Extracts frtym Morrin^s Calendar Rolhy Smry VIILf Edwa/rd FZ, 

Ma/ryy and Elizabeth, 

Volume i., page 75, Membrane 4 : — 

"Agreement made at Castleisland, between James Fitz-Gerald, Earl 
of Desmond, Lord of the liberty of Keny, and Patrick Fitz-Morris Fitz- 
John, <4^np1fii^f his !N^ation, establishing peace and concord between 
them; and that the said Patrick, himself, his heirs, and his whole people, 
should be thenceforth answerable to the said Earl and his heirs at their 
Assizes, in respect of all charges, as the other tenants and subjects of the 
said Earl in the County of Kerry, with many other covenants — ^witnesses : 
Nicholas, Bishop of Ardfert ; Master William Stack, Archdeacon of Ard- 
fert; Henry Hulbert; Maurice O'Huoleghan ; Alan 0*Lynchy; John 
Slabagh, and many others. Dated, Tuesday next after the feast of 
Annunciation of the B. V. Mary, 9° H. IV. (25th March, 1408)." 

Page 75, Membrane 3 : — 

" Precept wherby John Earl of Desmond, Lord of the liberty of Kerry, 
directs Thomas Rewagh Powler, his treasurer of that liberty, to levy, 
in respect of the Issues and profits of his Assizes, held before William 
Fitz-Geralde his seneschal, at Tyrly and elsewhere within the liberty, 
from the Tuesday next after the Octaves of the Apostles Peter and 
Paul,* 1 1th H. rV., to the Saturday next before the feast of Saint Thomas 
the Apostle,! 12th H. IV., various sums, viz., from Thomas Fitz-John 
Eitz-Thomas, Maurice Goer, and Mcholas Goer, for disseisin, 6«. %d, 
(with many others, to the number of 200) ; so that he may have the 
money ready from day to day, before the seneschal, on pain of forfeiture; 
witnessed by WiUiam Fitz-Geralde, the seneschal at Tyrly, on the Satur- 
day next before the feast of Saint Thomas, 12° H. IV." 

These deeds are curious, as showing the power exercised by the Earls 
of Desmond ; but I print them as proofs of the uncertainty of Christian 
names, given even in legal documents. Sir William Betham states that 
Gerald, the 4th Earl of Desmond, disappeared 1397, supposed to be mur- 



July 6, 1410. t Dec 21, 1410. 



){y^iyi^^ 
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dered. The Four Masters record that in 1398 Garrett, Earl of Desmond, 
died, after the victory of Penance. Sir William says, John Fitz- Gerald, 
5 th Earl, was drowned near Ardfinnan, in the river Suir, March 4, 1399 ; 
with which the Four Masters concur, adding — ** As he was laying waste 
the territory of the Earl of Ormond, he was drowned in the Suir, in the 
sight of his forces." He was succeeded by his son, Thomas Fitz-John 
Fitz-Gerald, the 6th Earl of Desmond, who, by marrying Katherine 
McCormicke, beautiful but of humble parentage, lost his estates and 
earldom. The Four Masters state, A. D. 1411, — "Thomas, the son of 
John E. of Desmond, banished from Ireland, by James, son of Garrett" 
(4th Earl of Desmond). 

Both these deeds were therefore from Thomas, 6th Earl ; yet in the 
first, 1408, he is named James; and in the second, 1410, he is called 
John, 

From *' Historical Memoirs of the O'Briens," by John O'Donoghue, 
Dublin, 1860, page 134 :— 

" James (7th) Earl of Desmond obtained a grant of the territory 
eastward of the Blackwater, from Henry V. in 1413." 

This Earl died 1462, which from 1411 gave him 51 years* possession 
of the estates. Lodge, page 12, states, that Thomas, the 6th Earl, did 
not resign his earldom until 1418 ; and that in 1420 the usurping 
uncle obtained an Act of Parliament, conferring the earldom and estates 
on himself and heirs. This would have been in the 7th year of Henry 
v.; but "The Statutes of Ireland" do not print any act of this reign. 
I should like to know the assumed grounds of right or reason for the 
legal confirmation. 

Page 340, Membrane 3 — 17 Philip and Mary : — 

" Grant of English liberty to Donald Mc Cartie, otherwise called 
Lord Mc Cartie More ; and Lady Ellene Mc Cartie, daughter of the said 
Donald, the Countess of Desmond. Aug. 23-2 and 3. (A. D. 1555)." 

This lady being the third wife of James, 15th Earl of Desmond, I 
was curious to know what benefit she was to derive from the grant } 
and therefore again trespassed on the learning of Mr. Prendergast for 
information, who most kindly instructed me, as follows :^ 

" Sandymount, April lit, 1868. 

" My deak Sib, 

*' At the time of the English Invasion, laws, in consequence of the 
various conquests in Europe (conquests upon conquests), were more per- 
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sonal than territorial ; the Frank, the Burgundian, the Visigoth, &c., was 
ruled each by his own peculiar code in the same district, and the feudal 
serf by his. So the French of ITormandy, grandsons of the captains 
that had subdued the Saxons and reduced them to serfs, when they in- 
vaded Ireland kept their own law as a rule among themselves, and left 
to the Irish their Brehon code ; so that no Irishman could sue in the 
King's Courts, or in those of Strongbow, De Lacy, De Courcy, or of the 
Earl of Desmond. And this state, incredible as it may now appear, pre- 
vailed down to the time of James I., who in the 11 th year of his reign 
passed a statute, communicating English law and English rights (of 
which Sir J. Davies makes such boast,) to his Irish subjects. Since 
which time, be it observed (now exactly 250 years), there has been more 
misery in Ireland than in all time before. During all the long period 
between the first invasion and the end of Q. Elizabeth's reign, the here- 
ditary Brehons, at their appointed station among the hills, or by some 
tree or bank, the lords and people around them, heard the cause and 
gavei forth the judgments, grounded partly on the Boman laWj and 
partly on Irish customs. And at evening, when the meeting broke up, 
long lines of people might be seen coming down the mountain, in the 
train of the principal men, that chief the proudest who could bring the 
largest company home to his hall to supper. This was seen by Stani- 
hurst, by Campion, who wrote in 1568, and Spenser, and the same is 
confirmed in a thousand ways. 

"In saying that the English laws were not communicated, I ought 
to except the chief or royal tribe in each of the five provinces, and the 
Danes or Ostmen, to whom these rights were granted — that is to say, the 
O'Neils of Ulster, the Molloys of Meath, the O'Connors of Connaught, 
the O'Briens of Munster, and the McMurroghs of Leinster, could hring 
actions ; and so could the Ostmen of Waterford, Limerick, Cork, and 
Dublin. But, if any other Irishman sued an Englishman, he * pleaded 
to the person,' that the plaintiff was an Irishman, and not of the Fke 
Bloods^ and therefore he submitted he was not bound to answer. This 
privilege, however, they (the five bloods) seem to have lost about the 
end of Edward III.'s reign ; and when Conn 0'!N"eil, in the reign of 
Edward IV., married the daughter of the Earl of Kildare, it was 
deemed expedient to get a private Act of Parliament (which I send you) 
to give to him, and his issue by this fair Oeraldine, the rank and pri- 
vileges of Englishmen : — 
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" 20 Ed. rV., c. 20 (unpublished Irish statutes) :— 

" * Item, at the request of the Commons ; for that in consideration of 
the faithful service done by Henry O'Neill, Captain of his Nation, to 
our Sovereign Lord the Xing and to his leige people ; and also the ser- 
vice done by his son, Conn O'Neyll, lately married to Eleanor, daughter 
to the very good Lord Thomas, late Earl of Kildare, whom God rest, 
it is ordained and established that the said Conn shall be of free estate 
and condition in the law, as liege man of the King ; and that the said 
Conn and his issue engendered between the said Conn and Eleauor 
shall be adjudged English and of English condition, in every manner, as 
subjects of the Xing, &c., and that he may implead and be impleaded, 
&c.' 

<' An Irishman's body might therefore be beaten, his land trespassed 
upon, without danger of an action. £ut if he were killed, the English- 
man who broke the King* s peace was, for this cause against the Xing, 
(not against the Irishman), fined 5 marcs to the Xing. 

" In Kke manner, an Irishman could not receive a gift, or purchase 
land. Has children by an English wife fell into the like disqualifications. 

" They therefore constantly got charters of English liberty , enabling 
them to bring actions, to acquire and hold lands, and to enjoy the privi- 
leges of Englishmen. Here follows a charter of English liberty, 1st 
Edward IV. :— 

" ' Edward, by the grace of God, &c., to all Bailiffs, &a, greeting. 
Xnow ye, that We being wiUing to confer a favour on William Bol- 
gir. Chaplain, being of Irish Nation, by our special Grace, &c., have 
granted to the said William that he be of free state and condition, and 
quit and free of all Irish slavery ; and that he may use and enjoy the 
English Laws, in and for all things, in the same manner as Englishmen 
have, use, and enjoy them within the said Land, and that he answer 
and be answered, in all our Courts. And that he have liberty to pur- 
chase and hold lands, rents, tenements, and services to him and his 
heirs for ever,* &c. &c. 

" 7 and 8 Edward lY., cap 40. 
(Lands forfeited and seized, for being aliened to Irish) : — 

" * Also at the prayer of Johanna Crestofore of Walshetowne, Widow. 
Eor that whereas she was seized for term of her life, of a house and 80 A 
of Land in Walshestowne, of the gift and graunt of one John Young of 
Bertreinstown, and enjoyed the same until outed thereof under colour 
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of an inquisition taken before the Barons of the Exchequer, Monday 
next after the Feast of Saint Margaret in the 6th of Edward IV. By 
which Inquisition it was found that the said John Young of Bertreins- 
town was seized in fee of the said land and house, and being so seized 
thereof, enfeoffed one John McCornyng, an Irishman of Irish Nation, 
to wit of the McComyne, to have and to hold to him and to his heirs for 
ever, the License of the King thereon not being had, by reason of which 
the said Messu£ige and Lands were seized into the King's hand by the 
said Barons. She says, the said John Young never enfeoffed the said 
J. McComyng ; and as the said Johanna is powerless, weak and poor, 
so that she has it not in her power to sue out a Traverse of the said 
Office, the Inquisition is (by special enactment of Parliament) Re- 
versed.* 

** If you win now refer to Sir J. Davies's * Discovery :* — 

* Ireland was never thoroughly subdued till the reign of James I. 
(though to my thinking, she is not yet thoroughly reduced to obedience), 
and read the few pages commencing the second part of his treatise, where 
he places as first amongst the defects of the civil policy and government 
(his former part concerns the military mistakes), ' that the Lawes of 
England were not communicated to the mere Irish,' you will better 
comprehend the matter than this rapid sketch can pretend to show. 

" Yours most truly, 

"John P. Peendebgast." 



Bibl. Bodleian. Carte Papers^ Y, 3. vol Ivii., p, 152. 
Endorsed copy of Letter to Mayor of Corhe, 

" Mr. Skiddie, — I heartlie comende me unto yo, I merveill that sens 
yo' depture I receaved noo more letters from y5 then on w*** I receaved by 
David Goldinge, I have written unto yo er this to procure tres from the 
Maior and Alderman of Corke in my L. favo' shewinge what neede they 
have of him in that parties. And like tres from the towne of Kinsale 
to be sent hither to the Counsell. I have good hope my L. my husband 
shall have his libertie shortlie. I have been sick these x weeks of an 
ague, and am not wholy recovered as yet. I deasire yo to be veray 
emest in procuring the said tres to be sent hither, w*** as moch speed as 
yo can for it will greatlie further my lords going into his Contrey. 

c 
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Send me copies of them. Thus estesones deasiring yo to be emest 
herein w*^ heartie comendacons to yo' wief and to yo*^ litle doghter, I 
ende from London this iiii*** of June 1571. 

" Yo' lovinge frende, 

",Elino* Desmond." 

I am indebted for this interesting item of Desmond history to the un- 
wearied kindness of my friend, W, Caulfield, F. S. A. (of London), 
who met it in his researches in the Bodleian Library, Oxford. 

" Volume ii., Eeign of Queen Elizabeth,- page 108, Elizabeth R. : — 

" The Queen to Sir JohnPerrott, Lord Deputy, and the Lords of the 
Council in Ireland ; directing a Lease for 30 years, without fine, to be 
passed to Daniel Kelly, of the annual value of £20, in consideration of 
his having slain the traitor Desmond, and for his very good services 
done therein. Richmond, December 14, 28^ (A.D. 1585.) 

"TheHarleian MSS., No. 1425, British Museum, state that the 
Earle of Desmond was slaine upon the 11th November, 1583. 

"Page 116. August Ist, 1586, 28° :— 

" (EUynor), Countess of Desmond should have a pension of £100, 
Irish. 

"Page 186:— 

"A pension of £200 a year to the Countess of Desmond, Septr. 20, 
1588, 30°. 

" Page 479 :— 

" Pardon to (Ellynor) Countess of Desmond, for coming to England 
without license, and allowing her return to Ireland, June 23, 1597, 39°. 

" Page 514:— 

" Pardon of Elinor, Lady Countess of Desmond, relict of Gerald, late 
Earl of Desmond. 

"DubHn, Feb. 8, 40° (A.D. 1598). 

" SiK 'Walter Ralegh. 

" Page 181, Elizabeth R. :— 

" ' The Queen to the Lord Deputy and the Lord Chancellor, direct- 
ing a grant to be made to Sir Walter Ralegh of three seignories and 
a half of escheated lands, in the counties of Cork and Waterford, as 
near the town of Yougal as they may conveniently lie, viz., the Barony, 
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Castle, and Lands of Inchequin, in Imokilly* (and other Lands follow- 
ing), 'Greenwich, last of Feb. 29°, 1586. 

" Page 153, Elizabeth K. :— 

" The Queen to the Lord Deputy and Treasurer at War, intimating 
that she had granted to the Undertakers of the province of Munster 
120 horsemen for the better defence of the English people to be there 
planted, and which were to be committed to the charge of four of the 
principal Undertakers. 

" Sir Walter Ralegh having offered to Uvy 20 horsemen, Sir Edward 
Fitton 20, Sir Valentine Browne and Sir William Herbert 20, John 
Popham, Attorney-General, Edward Eogers, John Copower 40, and 
Edward Barkely 10 ; her Majesty directs that they shall be mustered 
by the Vice-President, and enrolled, with an allowance of 1«. a day, 
each. 

"Greenwich, Feb. 27, 29°, 1587." 

In my " Inquiry respecting the Old Countess of Desmond,*' at page 
27, extracts are given from a lease granted by Sir Walter Ealegh to 
John Cleaver of 400 acres of arable land ; and at page 29, extracts 
from a similar lease to Eobert Eeve ; in both these leases the tenants 
agree ** to find from tyme to tyme a sufficient light horseman and fur- 
niture, to him the said Sir Walter Ealegh, his heirs, and assignes, in 
the affaires of the Crowne of Ireland.*' 

In this way, therefore, we find that Sir Walter " levyed" his share 
of the contingent 120 horsemen. 

Page 323, Membrane 5 : — 

"The Queen, desirous to have the province of Munster, in the 
realm of Ireland, repeopled and inhabited, with civil, loyal, and dutiful 
subjects, in consideration of the great charge and trouble which Sir 
Walter Ealeghe sustained in transporting and planting English people 
in the province, and in recompense of his good service rendered in Ire- 
land, pursuant to her Eoyal Letters, dated the last of February, 1586, 
to the Lord Deputy and Lord Chancellor directed, and intending to 
bestow upon him three seignories and a half of land, devolved to the 
Crowne by the attainder of the Earl of Desmond and other rebels in the 
Counties of Cork and Waterford, lying as near to the town of Youghall 
as they may conveniently; each seignory containing 12,000 acres of 
tenantable land, not accounting mountains, bogs, or barren heath ; 
grants to him the said Sir Walter the Barony, Castle, and lands of In- 

c2 
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chiquin, in Imokilly, with all the lands, tenements, and hereditaments 
thereunto belonging" (other denominations follow). "And as the 
measured lands do not contain as many acres as will make up the three 
seignories and a half, her Majesty grants to Sir "Walter the lands fol- 
lowing*' (which are recited) ; ** to hold for ever, in fee farm, as of the 
Castle of Carregrohan, in the County of Cork, in free soccage and not in 
capite; rent 100 marks, according to the articles and covenants con- 
cerning the habitacion of the escheated lands. Dated at Westminster the 
27th June, in the 28th year of her Majesty's reign. Dublin, Oct. 16, 
29** (A. D. 1587)." 

Sir Walter Ralegh's answer to " Articles to be answered by ye Vn- 
dertakers," I believe has not been published; I therefore obtained a 
copy from the Public Eecord Office, London. The questions are twelve 
in number ; the answers are written in the margin ; and the gentleman 
who took the copy from the original MS., in reply to my inquiry were 
the answers Sir Walter's own handwriting, writes — " The reason that 
I have not communicated before regarding the handwriting of Sir 
Walter Ralegh is, that I was not able to arrive at a certain conviction 
with regard to the identity of the handwriting in question ; the hand- 
writing of Sir W. R. having changed so materially between the years 
1584 and 1589. I easily discovered plenty of his writing of \he former 
date; but, owing to the want of indices after a certain period, it was not 
until Friday that I discovered some autograph letters of his of 1591, 
which enable me now to give a certain reply, that the handwriting in 
question is the handwriting of Sir Walter RaleghP 

The material interest to my *' Inquiry" in this document is in Sir 
Walter Ralegh's answer to the 7th Inquiry, in which he states that 
the Old Countess of Desmond then. May 12th, 1589, occupied the Castle 
of Inchiquin and demayns in her legal right of jointure. This MS. is 
indorsed by Lord Burleigh as being Sir Walter Ralegh's answer ; con- 
sequently, by this original MS., we have the fact stated in Sir Walter 
Ralegh's own handwriting to Queen Elizabeth's Prime Minister, that the 
Old Countess of Desmond legally occupied Inchiquin as her jointure ; and 
that minister himself indorses the document, by which we have it fiiUy 
'established that her rights were made known to Queen Elizabeth's 
Government, were not objected to by the Crown, and therefore ac- 
knowledgod« 
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PUBLIC BECOBD OFFICE, LONDON STATE PAPEES, IRELAND. VOL. Cxl. 

1589, MAY 12. 



Certeine articles to he answered vnto hy the vndertakeri for the peopUnge 

of Mounster. 

1. How much lande haue yo° vnderta- 
ken to people in Irelande, whether a Sig- 



3 Signores and a halfe, 
was appoynted by pticler 
vnder all the vndertakers 
hands, and past by the 
Queen's letter. 

I have past in on patent 
the on halfe, ye rest in a 
nother as I remember, but 
I know not directly. 

I have not yet all the 
quantety to my knowledge. 



On hundred markes for 
the xx"^*, past in the first 
patent. 

I do not know of any di- 
rectly, but sume ther ar by 
report, nether do I know 
what is don therin. 



)ple in Irelande, whether a 
norie of xii"**, viii"*-, vi°^-, or iiij"*', acres 
is the same, alreadye allotted vnto yo" by 
pticter, or not, or how much want yo° of 
the same. 

2. Have yo° aUreadie passed yo' patent 
for the same, or what is the cawse yo° haue 
not done yt. 

3. Whether haue yo" eny more lande 
comprised in yo' pticlers or patent, then 
belongeth to yo' Signorie, accordinge to 
such rate, as the same ought to be allotted 
or not. 

4. What rentes ar ther reserved vpon 
yo' Patent, for the same Signorie. 

5 . What chardgeable landes ar ther w'*'in 
the precincts of yo' Signorie, and in what 
sorte is the same lande charged, how much 
in monye, what in Beoves, or other puicon, 
and what in any other kinde of service, 
and duties, howe much of the same rents, 
service and other duties, haue yo° levied, 
and how much hath bin answered to her 
Ma*^ of the same, and how much of the 
same remaineth vnlevyed, and what is the 
cawse they be not levied, and what ar the 
beste meanes to haue them levyed. 
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By the cumiBsion now in 
hand for 7* serch of the 
same. 



I have past fourteen free- 
holds out of my xx"*, and 
divers leases and copey 
holds, 80 as of that xx^' ther 
remayneth vnto mee hut on 
aide Castle and demayns, 
vf^ Castle and demayns is 
yet in oceupacid of the old 
Countes of Besmonde for her 
ioynture. 

The numher of coppy 
holders and cottagers I know 
not but of the xiiij freehold- 
ers I have their counter- 
pavns to sheWy what nfiber 
ought to be in all apereth 
by the articles. 

I do not know the nuber 
of inglishe, of Irishe ther 
ar very few. 

I thinck to send over 50 
tenants more this sumer. 

I know not. 



Patrik Condon is the 
most dangerous and next 
adioyningey the seneahalls 
Bonn is younger, their is on 
sect of galliglass in Inchi- 



6. What is the best meanes to come to 
the certein knowledge of such chardgeable 
lands, as ar w*'*in yo' Signorie, wherof yo° 
haue no knowledge, or wherof yo" remaine 
doubtiiill or vncerteine. 

7. Have yo" made any diuision of the 
landes in yo' Signorie, into freholdes, 
farmes and other inferio' tenements, ac- 
cordinge to the platt in that behalfe set 
downe, or what is the cawse yo° haue not 
done yt. 



8. What number of vnderten'nts of 
Inglysh bjTth, haue yo" placed in yo' Sig- 
norie, how marde of them be freeholders, 
how manie farmers, how manie copiehold- 
ers, how many cotagers, and how many 
yo" doe esteeme, y* yo" ought to place 
therin, accordinge to yo' proporcon. 

9. Howe manie Englyshe people doe in- 
habitt vpon your Signorie, and how many 
Irishe. 

10. What Inglyshe people yo" doe pur- 
pose to send over this somer, more then ar 
allreadie, and by what time. 

11. What stocke of cattle, haue you 
therupon, and of what kinde, and what 
cropps of come, haue you had sythence yo' 
firste entraunce, and of what kindes. 

12. What Irishe doth grow greate, or 
may be suspected to be daungerose in yo' 
Signorie, and whether ar any of the Irishe 
out, and where, and by whom they ar 
mainteyned. 
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quine, but I thinke not 
dangerous, Thomas of Des- 
monde and James his sonn 
ar the only dangerous Irishe 
ther about but of them 
sealvs not stronge. 

Indorsed — "12 May, 1589 — Articles to be answered by y* Tudertakers." 
In Lord Burghley^s hand — " Sr. Walter Ealegh'g asw." 



It will be observed that, in Sir Walter Ealegh's answer to the 
second quere, he states he has passed one Patent for the one half of his 
grant; and, in answer to the seventh quere, that he had let all the lands, 
except what the old Countess of Desmond held as her jointure. This 
answer is dated the 12th May, 1589. But of the thirty-three leases 
recorded on the Patent Boll of James I., and whose dates extend to the 
27th May, 1598, only ten are dated previous to 12th May, 1589 ; con- 
sequently. Sir Walter Ralegh must have subsequently taken out ano- 
ther Patent for the remaining 22,000 acres granted to him. 

I print the Schedule of Leases enrolled. I notice that the lease to 
Robert Reve and Alice his wife is not among them ; possibly, if it was 
not carelessly omitted, Sir Walter may have sold his interest in the 
land, the lease being for ever. 

Calendar Patent RoUs,, 2 James I., page 38 (Leases made by Sir Walter 
Ralegh), CXXV. Schedule of Deeds, &c., referred to in the preced- 
ing Grant (Sale by Sir Walter Ralegh to Richard Boyle, Esq.). 



To Dennis Fisher, Gent, the lands of x Anno Domini* 

Lisnobryne, the Parsons close money Av- I ^^ Dec. 
lands garden Forgepool and other lands, .J ^I'^Eliz. 1588. 



1589, 



To Will Roche Pitz Gerrit, Gent. 39[« of ^ 
Ballinafonyshoff&nre, containing: # of a V 
Plowland, ...... J 31"Eliz. 

To Guy Toose of London, skinner, two \ 25 Feb. 
ploughlands and other lands, . . . . ) 31'* £liz. 1589. 
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To John Barbisher of London, Merchant, ^ Anno Domini, 

the two ploughlands and townshipB of I 27 Feb. 

Templevaheigh and Corowglasse, -mth [ 31"Eliz. 1589. 

other lands, ^ 

To Dennis Fisher, Gent., 400' of land ^ 28 Feb. 

with other lands, J 30<»» Eliz. 1588. 

To Robert Balfe, Esq., Whites Island ^ s May, 

and 4 Plowlands, • . J 1591 1591. 

To John Fearte, the two Ploughlands of ^ 
Ballymachonock and Kilfenton in Fee v 

Farm for ever, J ^^®^ ^^®^' 

To Lechland, Merchant, 400' in ^ 1 a i? h 

Templevally and Curryglasse, in Fee V 30th ^^j^. 1588 

Farm for ever, J 

r 20 Dec. 

To Dennis Fisher, 220', ( 3^,^^ ^^33 

To Thomas Salisburie, Gent, 400' called ) 27 Feb. 

BalliooUand and Shanykill, i 30**" Eliz. 1588. 

To Bichard Croker, a parcel of lands ^ 4 June, 

called Norries land, J 33'* Eliz. 1591. 

To Thomas Southwell, Esq., all his seig- ^ 

nories, lands and tenements, in Cork and I 27 May, 

Waterford co*. and elsewhere in Ireland [ 40'** Eliz. 1598. 

with other lands and things, . . . . ^ 

To Thomas Bouck, or Bonck, Gent., a 1 3 June, 

close called Firgillen, and 400', . . . / 30 Eliz. 1588. 

To John Cleaver, Gent., a plowland called ^ 21 July, 

Covlid-clofyma, and other lands, ... J 30*** Eliz. 1588. 

To Eoger Suyvener, merchant, the town- ^ ^ ^ n 
ship or plowland of Ballygarran and other L 



, , . 37** Eliz. 1594. 

lands, 



To John Wolcott, Gent., a plowland \ 3 Apr. 

called Kilwattermore, and other lands, .J 31'* Eliz. 1589. 

To Henry Moyle, Esq., the Castle and \ 29 Aug. 

town of Bdlymarten and other lands, . ) 31** Eliz. 1589. 

To Thomas Colthurst, Gent., the castle -^. 8 Sep. 

and manor of Shane, and other lands, . J 31 Eliz. 1589. 
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To PhiHp Fitz William Gibbon, Gent., ^ , ^ ,. , 
, 1 V «^ 1, , !, , , I 16 Feb. 

the plowland of Culbegan, and all lands > oo t?t 

thereunto belonging, J 38 Ehz. 

To Samuel Cowley, Gent., the plowland 1 4 Dec. 
called Tertulenmore, and other lands, . . / 37*** Eliz. 

To Robert Sawle, Esq., the castle, ba- ^ g vr 
rony, and manor of Inchequyne, and other > ^cg, 
lands, J 

To Thomas A. Gangah, the plowland 1 2 Oct. 
called Corkcocktrayne, / 1589 

To John Johnsone, the plowland called 1 4 Sep. 
Collycronaghe, or the Surgeon's plowland, J ^^^^ 

To Hugh Robert, a plowland a half of ^ 
mountain ground called Xnockenegepa, > 
and Bahanoeland, J 

To Robert Mawle, Gent., the castle and ^ 1 Sep. 
lands of Ballinetra, and of the Glaron, . J 31 Eliz. 

To Capt Maryes, the castle, lands, and | 
town of Stroncallye, / 

To John Coxe, one parcel of land called -» 
Garrigera, / 

To Andrew Colthurste, the Castle of ^ 
LyiTynny and the decayed towne of Tol- > 
lowe, and other lands, J 

To Henry Pine, the castle of Mogilla, ^ 10 Mar. 
and other lands, J 34 Eliz. 

To Richard Croker, the half plowland 1 20 May, 
called New Aughundan, / 33 Eliz. 

To Robert Caroe, Gent., the weirs and -» «i pi- 
Samon fishing of Lismore, ...,./ 

To Robert Caroe, the mill and mill- ^ 31 Jan. 
stream of Lismore, and 200' Eng. . . . J 34 Eliz. 

To Raafe Boate, Gent., the castle and 3 ^ 
plowlands of Lismore, and other lands, . I 

To George Conyers, Gent., the castle, ^ 
town, and mill of Mochollppe, and other > ^^' 
lands, ... J 34Eli.. 



Anno Domini. 
1596. 

1595. 

1591. 

1589. 
1589. 
1589? 



1589. 
1589? 

1589? 
1589? 



1592. 

1591. 
1589? 

1592. 
1592? 



1592. 
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No. VIII. 

The Castle of Tnehiquin. 

The Old CounteBs of Desmond having resided in this castle, proba* 
bly from 1529y when her husband became Earl, and certainly from 1534, 
when, as his widow, it became part of her jointure, until her death in 
1604, a period of seventy, or possibly seventy-five years, has invested 
its ruins with a very peculiar interest, as connected with her patriarchal 
longevity. And, when visited, its circular form and massive walls in- 
crease that interest, as leading to the belief that it was of early Anglo- 
Norman erection. When at Nenagh (county of Tipperary), I visited the 
castle called King John's ; it has a circular keep, with walls of enormous 
thickness, of all which I made accurate measurements, now not forthcom- 
ing. Mr. Windele, in his admirable ** Guide to the South of Ireland,'' 
edition 1846, page 380, on the subject of castles in England, says — '^ Cir- 
cular c£istles were also much in use here, in the reign of John (12th 
century) ; those of Nenagh, Eathurless, and Drombane, in the Co. of 
Tipperary, Dundrum (Co. Down), and another between Gort and Kil- 
macduagh (Co. Gal way), are round; so are those of Carrigarick and 
Inchiquin, county of Cork, and KUfinan, in Limerick." 

The learned historian of Youghal, my valued friend, the Be v. Samuel 
Hayman, states: — ''In the distribution of land, Henry II. granted 
the Kingdom of Cork to Milo de Cogan, and Bobert Fitz Stephen. The 
two grantees in 1180 divided their portion, and Fitz Stephen's share 
was the three eastern cantreds, including the fertile district of Imokilly, 
of which Inchiquin was a subdenomination. Fitz Stephen conveyed to 
Maurice Fitz Gerald a moiety of the estates which he had received from 
the King ; with other lands came the manors of Yoghil and Inchiquin, 
the latter to be holden of him and his heirs at 100^., when the legal ser- 
vice is proclaimed. Maurice Fitz Gerald's grandson, another Maurice 
FitzGerald, was the founder, in 1224, of the Franciscan Friary of Yoghill 
(or Youghal) ; and his son, Maurice Fitz Maurice, married Emmeline 
Longespee." 

The Eev. Mr. Hayman lately extracted from the Ilolls three docu- 
ments relating to Inchiquin during the reigns of Edward I., II., and III., 
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and, with a liberality which I should be glad I could return, sent them to 
me, desiring I would make any use of them I pleased. I have availed 
myself of his kindness, to make extracts from each. The first shows 
the transfer of Inchiquin firom the Eitz Greralds to the De Glares. The 
second is highly interesting to our subject (the Castle), establishing, 
that in 1322 it was in existence, in the form which its present remains 
present to us—** a round tower, built of stone." The third roll states 
the continued existence of the tower. And we have the testimony of 
Sir Walter Ealegh, that in 1589 it was occupied by the Old Countess 
of Desmond. My good friend, Mr. Windele, being lately at Youghal, to 
oblige and assist me went to Inchiquin, and made a survey of its present 
state, that will follow ; since which I sent a very talented young artist, 
Mr. Augustine O'Leary, to Inchiquin, whose able and characteristic 
drawing will illustrate Mr. Windele's description. 

The question arises, when, and by whom, was the castle built ? I 
think most probably by Maurice 'Fitz Gerald, to whom the first I^orman 
owner of the land, Fitz Stephen, conveyed it. If the latter had erected 
it for the command of the country, it seems unlikely that he would have 
parted with that portion of \fia territory ; while it seems equally proba- 
ble that fitz Grerald, having obtained his footing in the land, would en- 
deavour to secure it by erecting this fortress ,* and its form, round, is in 
conformity with those known to have been erected by the Gorman in- 
vaders, with which also its massy walls accord. The long interval be- 
tween these round castles and any remaining square-built suggests, in 
connexion with **the sjicieni Bound Towers of Ireland," the period 
of whose existence was lost in the mist of ages when Henry II. came 
over, the superior durability of that form to any other, by its present- 
ing no spot on which wind or rain can obtain a moment's hold ; strike 
where it may, there is an inclination to the right and to the left, which 
carries off its utmost fury, powerless in itself, harmless to the assailed. 
And, in adopting this principle of the olden time, Smeaton has secured 
to his Eddystone Lighthouse a length of existence to be hereafter deter- 
mined. 

''JSse. 20Mw. L,M, 117, Membr. ''Esc, 20Mw, L, No, 117, Memhr. 
3 (1291-92). 3 (1291-92). 

** Heec est finalis concordia facta *' This is a final agreement made 
in curia domini Eegis apud Cork in the Court of our Lord the King 
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a die Sancti Hillarii in quinque, 
Beptimo anno regni Eegis Edwardi 
filii Regis Henrici tertio coram 
Bicardo de Exon, Henrico de Sut- 
tone Bicardo de I^orthamton et 
Waltero de la Haye, Justiciaries, 
itinerantibus et aliis ipsius domini 
B^s fidelibus ibidem tunc pre- 
sentibus, inter Thomam de Clare 
querentem et Mauricium filium 
Mauricii impedientem de Manerio 
de Incheceyng et villa de le Yochyl 
cum pertinentiis unde placitum 
WarrantisB cartaesummonitum fuit 
in eadem curia, scilicet, quod pre- 
dictus Mauritius recognovit pre- 
dicta manerum et villam cum per- 
tinentiis esse jus ipsius Thomas ut 
ilia quse idem Thomas habuit de 
dono predicti Mauritii et ilia Wa- 
rantizavit in eadem curia, et prohac 
recognitione warranti, finse et con- 
cordisB. Idem Thomas concessit 
predicto Mauritio predicta mane- 
rum et yillam cum pertinentiis 
habendum et tenendum eidem Mau- 
ritio et heredibus masculini sexus 
de corpore suo legittime procreatis. 
Et post mortem ipsius Mauritii sine 
herede masculini sexus de corpore 
suo legittime procreate, predicta 
manerum et villa cum pertinentiis 
integre revertarentur ad predictum 
Thomam et heredes de corpore suo 
et Juliana uxori suo procreates, Et 
si predictus Thomas obierit sine 



at Cork in five days from the day 
of Saint Hilary* in the seventh 
year of the reign of King Edward, • 
son of King Henry III. before 
Richard De Exeter, Henry De Sut- 
tone, Bichard De iN'orthamton, and 
Walter De La Haye, Itinerant Jus- 
tices, and other faithful subjects of 
our Lord the King, then there pre- 
sent, Between Thomas De Clare, 
plaintiff, and Maurice, son of Mau- 
rice, defendant, concerning the 
manor of Incheceyng, and the town 
of Yochyl, with the appurtenances; 
whereof a plea of warranty of Char- 
ter was summoned between them 
in the same Court, scilicet that the 
aforesaid Mauiice acknowledged 
the said manor and town with the 
appurtenances to be the right of 
Thomas himself, as of the things 
which said Thomas held of the 
gift of said Maurice, and these 
things he warranted to him in the 
same Court. And by the acknow- 
ledgment of Warranty, fine, and 
agreement^ the same Thomas grant- 
ed to said Maurice the said manor 
and town, with the appurtenances, 
to have and to hold to the said 
Maurice, and the heirs of his body 
of the male sex, lawfully begotten. 
And after the death of Maurice 
without male heirs, &c., said ma- 
nor and town, &c., shall entirely 
revert to said Thomas and the 



1279. 
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herede de corpore suo et de pre- 
dicta J-uliana procreate, predicta 
manerum et villain cum pertinen- 
tiis revertarentur ad heredes ipsius 
Mauritii quiete de aliis heredibus 
ipsius Thomae in perpetuum Et 
preterea Idem Mauritius dedit pre- 
dicto ThomaB unum accipitrem 
sorum. 

" Geraldus filiusMauritii per Jo- 
hannem de Ponthendon attornatum 
suum primo die Marcii anno regni 
regis Edwardi xiiii. posuit cla- 
men sum in predictio manerio et 
villa cum pertinentiis.' 



>> 



heirs begotten of his body, and 
Juliana his wife. And if the said 
Thomas shall die, without heirs of 
his body, and Juliana his wife, 
said manor, &c., shall revert to the 
heirs of said Maurice quietly, from 
the other heirs of said Thomas for 
ever ; and, moreover, the same 
Maurice gave the said Thomas, 
one Soar Hawk. 

'* Giraldus, son of Maurice, by 
John De Ponthendon, his attorney, 
on the first day of March, 14th 
year* of the reign of King Edward, 
laid down his claim, to the fore- 
said manor and town, with the ap- 



purtenances. 

" Among the records in the custody of the Master of the Kolls, de- 
posited in the Public Kecord Office, to wit, Inquisitions Post-Mortem, 
14 Edward II., No. 37, it is thus contained" (A. D. 1321-22) :— 

"Inquisition taken at Inchecoyn, before John de Dufford, Escaetor 
of Ireland, Friday next before the feast of Pentecost, in the fourteenth 
year of the reign of "King Edward, son of King Edward, by virtue of a 
breve of the same Lord King of England, viz. How much land Thomas, 
son and heir of Richard de Clare, died seized of; (how much) he Jield 
from the King himself in capite, at Inchecoyn, and le Yoghel ; how he 
was seized in demesne, &c. ; on what day he died ; and how much he held 
from others, and by what service, &c. ; how much the lands may be 
worth yearly, in all issues, according to their true value by extent ; and 
who may be his next heir, of what age ; by the subscribed." (Sixteen 
signatures.) 

After going through a great extent of property held by various par- 
ties, the jurors arrive at the Castle of Inchecoyne, which we find was 
then part of the dowry of a widow. Lodge states that her husband, Sir 
Gerald Eitz Morice, died A. D. 1286; consequently, Emilina had then 
enjoyed the jointure thirty-six years ; how many years she subsequently 



1286. 
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held possession, I am not at present aware ; but, remembering that our 
Old Countess Xathrin held Inchiquin as her jointure seventy years, 
the air of Inchiquin seems to have been favourable to the longevity of 
widows quartered on it. 

** Extenta terrarum et tenementorum quae Emilina quae fuit uxor 
Mauritii filii Mauritii tenet in manerio et villa predicta, facta die pre- 
dicto, coram dicto, per juratores predictos, qui dicunt super sacramen- 
tum suum quod dicta Emelina tenet in dotem capitalem locum messuagii 
dicti manerii, in quo est turris lapidea rotunda, absque edeficio et juxta 
turrem, est quaedam aula lignea, nova, cum duabus cameris, et coquina 
ligneis, co-operta palea. Est ibidem pistrinum ligneum cum fumo dis- 
co-opertum. Sunt eciam duo gardina, que valent per annum, duos so- 
lidos." 

''Extent* of the lands and tenements which Emelina, who was the 
wife of Maurice, son of Maurice, holds in the manor (Inchecoyne) and 
town (Yoghel), aforesaid, made on same day, before said Escaetor by the 
aforesaid jury, who say on oath, that said Emelina holds in dowry the 
chief place of the messuage of said manor in which is a round \ tower 
built of stone, without an edifice ;{ and near the tower is a certain court 
constructed of wood, new, with two chambers, and a kitchen wooden, 
covered with straw. There is likewise a wooden bakehouse with an 
oven, uncovered. There are also two gardens, worth yearly two shil- 
lings, "§ &c. &c. 

The jurors thus return the value of the widow's holdings : — 

'' Sum total of Emelina's part : 60 pounds, 9 shillings, 3 penca ; 1 
pound of wax, and 1 pound of cummin." 

The inquisition closes with the finding as to ''who maybe his 
(Thomas's) next heir, and of what age ?" 

" And the foresaid jury say, that Margaret, wife of Bactholomew 
De Badelesmer, and Matill, wife of Robert De Welle, sisters of said 
llichard De Clare, are next heirs of Thomas, son and heir of said Richard, 
and are of full age." 

The Castle of Inchiquin is again noticed in the " Inquisition -held at 

♦ Survey. f i. e. The Keep. + Mansion House. 

§ The description here supplied is exceedingly interesting. It vividly depictures a 
feudal habitation, as in Anno Dom. 1321. 

The above notes were supplied by the Rev. S. Haynian. 
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le Yoghill before Koger Darcy, Eschaetor of our Lord the King in Ire- 
land, 12 May, in the 22nd year of the reign of King Edward III., after 
the Conquest" (A.D. 1348):— 



Inquisition post-mortem 22 
MtP. IIL 

"Qui dicunt super .sacramen- 
tum suum quod Egidius de Bade- 
lesmere tenuit in dominico suo ut 
de feodo die quo obiit Castrum et 
Manerium de Inchecoyn cum per- 
tinentiis simul cum quibusdam red- 
ditibus diversorum burgagium in 
Villa de Yoghill cum pertinentiis 
predicto Castro et manerio perti- 
nentia in Comitatu de Cork de do- 
mino Eege in capite per servitium 
unius baronii et dicunt quod est 
apud Inchecoyn una turris lapidea 
quae nil valet infra muros quod in- 
diget magna reparatione. Item 
est ibidem xma aula et unum stabu- 
lum quse valet per annum in allo- 
catione denarios ultra reprisis." 



Inquisition post-mortem 22 
Edw, IIL 



iC 



"Who say on oath, that Egidius 
de Badelesmere held in his de- 
mesne as of fee, the day on which 
he died, the Castle and Manor of 
Inchecoyn with the appurtenances 
with certain rents of different 
dwelling houses in the town of 
Yoghill, with the appurtenances 
appertaining to the said Castle and 
Manor in the county of Cork, from 
the Lord the King in capite by the 
service of one barony ; and they say 
that there is at Inchecoyn one 
tower built of stone, which is worth 
nothings below the walls, which 
requires great repairs ; there is 
likewise one court and one stable, 
worth yearly 6 pence, in exchange, 
without reprisals." 

From the voluminous collection of MSS. of the Bev. Samuel 
Hayman I select a few more notices of Inchiquin : — 

A. D. 1312. — Emelyn de Loungespeye, by Eoger de Kudham, sued 
Hamon le Blound, Vicar of Youghel, Simon Kenefeg (and others) for 
debt (Eot. Mem. 5 Edward II.), apparently for rents and issues of In- 
chiquin and YoughaL 

A.D. 1370. — ^Robert Tibetot conveyed Inchecoyne to John de 
Harkyn, who the same year conveyed it to James, Earl of Ormond 
(Rot. Claus 43. Edward IIL, Mem. 32). 

A. D. 1414. — The King granted James le Botiller, Earl of Ormonde 
two parts of the issues and profits (with others) of the barony of Inchi- 
coigne, so long as the said two parts shall remain in the King's hands 
(Rot. Pat. 2 Henry V.). 
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A. D. 1420. — JameSy 7th Earl of Desmond, constituted for life, by 
James, 3rd Earl of Ormond, the Lord Lieut. Seneschal of Imokilly, In- 
chicoin, and Youghal (Cox). 

A. D. 1443. — James, 7th Earl of Desmond, considerably increased 
his possessions in the county of Cork at this time, and now obtained a 
patent for the government and custody of the counties of Cork, Water- 
ford, Limerick, and Kerry. It was probably at this time that the 
Manors of Inchiquin and Youghal, and neighbouring districts, passed 
into the complete possession of the Geraldines, with whom they re- 
mained until the attainder of Gerald, 16th Earl, the unhappy rebel, 
who was slain by Daniel Kelly, the 11th of November, 1583. 

"D^CHIQUIN CASTLE. 

*' About two miles and a half east of Killeagh, and five miles west of 
Toughal, stand the ruins of Inchiquin Castle {Inch a Caoin, the pleasant 
or agreeable Inch, i. e. low lying meadow land beside a river). Smith 
says (vol. i. p. 124), it formerly belonged to the house of Ormond, 
and was a distinct barony in itself. I found that a portion of the 
ground or district between the Castle and the sea is still called ' the 
Barony.' 

** It stands on the left bank of a tidal stream, and a short distance 
from Inchiquin, the residence of Mr. Robert Hall, a gentleman farmer. 

** The Castle is environed by the houses of an amphibious race of 
cottier labourers and fishermen, which do not add to the picturesqueness 
of its character. It is an extremely massive structure, circular in form, 
about thirty feet in height, and rather deficient in architectural details ; 
all vestiges of its outworks have disappeared. 

** Its walls are of great thickness, measuring eleven feet two inches ; 
nevertheless they have yielded to time and wanton injury at the south 
side, facing the water, where the door once had been, that whole side 
having disappeared; and adjacent to it, at the south-west, where a 
staircase had been, a huge rent now runs along the whole wall : your 
staircase forms always the weak points in castellation. 

** The diameter of the enclosed area is thirty- three feet. 

" The interior was originally vaulted at about one- third of its height, 
but the arch and its floor are now gone. 

" The basement was lit by three small oblong lights, deeply splayed 
inwards ; judging from one only remaining perfect, the ope for admis- 



( 49 ) 

eion of light was only three feet in height, by one in width. The upper 
^oor was lit by two windows of larger size, but equally splayed. The 
fireplace is gone, but its place in the west wall is marked ; the upper 
head of this chamber was rudely corniced and supported by unsculptured 
corbels — one of these only remains. 

" John Windele. 
'' August Z\, 1862." 



f 



THE OLD COUNTESS OF DESMOND. 



WHEN WAS THE OLD COUNTESS OF DESMOND MARRIED ? 

In my boy days, the Knight of Kerry lent his celebrated portrait, then 
believed to be that of the Old Countess of Desmond, to be engraved in 
Cork, by Grogan, for Pelham's intended History of Kerry ; and the 
painting being confided to Mr. Barrett, a friend of mine, I had the op- 
portunity of seeing it, and became interested for life in all that con- 
cerned this noble and venerable lady, and, when thinking of her to this 
day, this portrait still embodies her to my mind. Mr. Weller, the 
elder, had not then cautioned the unmarried against widows, as dan- 
gerous persons to have any connexion with ; but I have experiejiced the 
truth of his warning, even when the widow had been for more than 
two centuries and a half reposing in the quiet silence of her tomb. Some 
thirty years subsequent to my pictorial attachment, I made an anxious 
but unsuccessful effort to clear up some of the obscurity that hung 
around her history. This attempt, a few years since, was very unne- 
cessarily and erroneously attacked in a Paper, read before the Boyal 
Irish Academy, and published by the writer, whose literary distinction, 
giving great weight to his statements, required me to make a fresh effort 
in my own defence, and on behalf of the Old Countess of Desmond. The 
Boyal Irish Academy had the kindness to allow my '' Inquiry, did she 
ever seek Eedress at the Court of Queen Elizabeth ; and did she ever sit 
for her Portrait ?" to be read before them ; and ftirther honoured me by 
printing the Paper in their " Proceedings ;" encouraged by which, I 
printed it separately for my English friends more particularly, who other- 
wise were not likely to meet with it. I may say that the documentary 
evidence brought forward was considered decisive against the Earl of 

2d 
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Leycester's gossip of the Countess ever haying been disturbed in the 
occupation of Inchiquin Castle and her jointure lands ; and if any doubt 
lingered, as to any of the so^alled portraits of the Old Countess of Des- 
mond having any claim to originality, that doubt was dissipated by some 
gentlemen of high literary station, unwilling to suppose diat we had no 
personal reminiscence of the Old Countess, who applied to the possessors 
of all the known paintings, purporting to be portraits of her, to intrust 
them for exhibitbn at the National Portrait Gallery, in London, and by 
sight or by information, all became known ; but I was informed '' that 
the apple of originality had not been adjudged to any one of the pre- 
tenders,*' and thifl has been subsequently announced in the '' Notes and 
Queries" of the 14th June, 1862, where JohnGoughNichols, Esq.,F.S.A«, 
brands them, one and all, as fabrications. As decisive of the spurious- 
ness of all the known paintings, assuming to be portraits of the Qld 
Countess of Desmond, I have reprinted l£r. Nichols' paper, with some 
additional information which I had obtained. 

So far, so good, l£r. WeUer, senior, notwithstanding; for if the 
widow had involved me in much labour and some outlay of pence, was 
I not repaid, in clearing up a question which has engaged the thoughts 
and the pens of the noble and the literary from the days of Horace 
Walpole to our own ? Yet the sagacious old coachman was right ; 
widows, living or deceased, are dangerous subjects with whom to be 
connected ; and while I was reposing, with a certain amount of self-sa- 
tisfiaction, after my successful championship of the ^' unprotected fe- 
male," the Earl of Eildare, in prosecuting family inquiries among the 
M8S. in the British Museum, discovered that one of his ancestors, in 
the reign of Henry YII., had granted lease of land to Gilis Ny Cormyk, 
the first wife of Thomas, thirteenth Earl of Desmond, to whom, as 8ir 
Walter Balegh h^s informed us, our Countess was married in the reign 
of Edward IV., who died A. D. 1483, twenty-two years before the date 
of this document, A. D. 1505. 

From the rental of the ninth Earl of Kildare, Harleian MS. 3756, 

fblio 4 : — 

*' An Indentnr from Oerald fitz Thomas Erll of Eildar, vnto Gilis 
Ny Cormyk, wife to S' Thomas of Desmond, vpon Corbynne, in the 
Countie of Cork, for terme of Y yeres, paing yerely at Mychelmas % 
Ester zxvii. viiid. sterling, and that the said Gilis shall not wast the 
woods. Dated the ix day of June, a* xx. H. vii"*.*' 
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The discovery of this document was at first misunderstood, as being 
dated the 20th year of Henry VIII/s reign ; but the error was corrected 
by a communication from the Earl of Kildare to '' Notes and Queries/' 
of the 10th May, 1862, and his Lordship subsequently published a 
fac simile engraving of the MS. in the SUkenny Archaeological Journal, 
which I have copied. 

A new Desmond question was thus opened in various publications, 
in which the writers demonstrated, to their own satisfaction, that the 
Old Countess of Desmond has been from the days of Balegh and Moryson 
an arrant humbug, and in fact never was an O^e^ woman '' at all, at all.'' 

*' As to the Countess's extreme longevity, it appears to have been 
much overrated. It is ascertained that she was a bride and a mother 
(for she gave birth to a daughter, Katherine, wife of Philip Barry Oge) 
late in the reign of Henry VIII. (admitted on Lord Kildare' s commu- 
nication to be Henry VII.), instead of Edward IV., we must certainly 
deduct largely from her reputed years ; it is more likely that they were 
104 than 140. 

" This Giles or Shela (Ny Cormyk) is known to have been the 
grandmother of James, who succeeded her husband in the earldom in 
1534, and therefore must have continued the wife of Sir Thomas of 
Desmond, afterwards Earl Thomas the Bald, during the greater part of 
his life." (" Notes and Queries," April 19, 1862.) 

Substantially our writers assert, that Countess Kathrin could not 
have been married sooner than A. D. 1505, when, on Fynes Moryson's 
authority, she would have been about 41 years of age, a period of life 
inconsistent with her being a mother, which there is no doubt she was, 
and therefore she must have been even at that time a much younger 
woman. 

I shall first dispose of the last position by showing, on undoubted 
authority, that if Gilis Ny Cormyk had lived to the close of her lease 
of Corbynne, A. D. 1510, and our Countess had not married until then, 
when she would, as I believe, have been at least 46, she might, and for 
years after, have been " a joyful mother of children." 

I reprint from " The Times," 13th February, 1862 :— 

" Vital Statistics. — A new volume, issued by the Eegistrar-General 
of Scotland, gives the result of some inquiries upon several subjects of 
much interest. One among them is the fruitfiilness of marriages. The 
usual mode of calculating is by observing the proportion of legitimate 
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children in a year to the year's marriages; that proportion in Scotland, 
in the year under review, was concdderably greater than in England or 
in France, and it is thought probable that the married Scottish woman 
is more prolific than the English or the French. But an attempt has been 
made to ascertain the frnitfiilneBS of erery fruitfol marriage. In Edin- 
burgh the women who bore children in 1855 had borne altogether, upon 
an average, 3*7 children, and in Glasgow the proportion was 3'S; the 
largeness of the numbers in these cities gives the calculation a value 
much beyond that of any similar statistics hitherto published. So far 
as may be inferred from the returns at present obtained, it appears that 
the prc^rtion of unfruitful marriages increases with a higher rank in 
life, and is probably less in Scotland than in England. Some curioua 
facts came out in preparing the Glasgow table. One mother who was 
only IB had 4 children, one who was 22 had 7 children, and of 2 who 
were only 34 the one had 13 and the other 14 children ; and, on the other 
hand, 2 women became mothers ob late in life ae at 61, 4. at 52, and one 
mother wae registered as having given hirth to a child in the 57 th year of 
her age. Another subject to which attention is called is the conspicuous 
proof upon these registers of the less waste of female life than of male ; 
at every age, taking quinquennial periods up to 20, and then decennial, 
the proportional mortality among women in Scotland is less than that of 
men. There being no account of religions profession in the Scotch cen- 
sus, it is worthy of notice that in Scotland in 1856, of which the records 
are here furnished, out of every 100 mairiages 47 were celebrated by 
clergymen of the Established Church of Scotland, 22 by the Free 
Church, 14 by the United Presbyterian (so commonly called the IT. P.) 
Church, 9 by the Boman Catholic Church, not quite 2 by the Episcopal 
Church ; and these numbers are considered roughly to indicate the pro- 
portion of the population attached to each denomination. In elementary 
education Scotland is ahead of England ; 88 per cent of the men mar- 
ried, and 76 per cent of the women, were able to sign the register in 
1856. It is calculated that in that year, in addition to the emigration 
beyond seas, a number as large — about 13,000— must have left Scotland 
for England and Ireland. Our northern neighbour sends us in this 
emigration many cool, clear heads ; she can boast and prove by tables 
and returns that brain diseases are very much less prevalent and fatal 
in Scotland than in England — a fisict of which it would be interesting to 
know the cause. The inhabitants of towns in Scotland, it appears, are 
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cut off by tubercular diseases in twice the proportion of those in the 
country — a circumstance which seems to favour the doctrine, that they 
are diseases of debility and imperfect assimilation. Of the excessive 
mortality of towns beyond that of the rural districts, nearly half occurs 
among infants under five years old. Without pursuing these topics 
further, we must notice that the volume does not close without a word 
for whiskey, ' the natural drink of Scotland,' as beer is that of England. 
In the year of which we are speaking, liver diseases cut off the English 
in the proportion of 34 in every 100,000 persons, and 35 in the previous 
year; while the Scotch were struck down in the proportion of only 26 
in the one year, and 27 in the other. It is suggested that Airther ob^ 
servations should be made ; and that, if they have the same result. Chan- 
cellors of the Exchequer should lay these things to heart, and not be so 
ready to favour the consimiption of beer and light wines to the prejudice 
of tha^ which, after all, may prove to be a better beverage." 

"No person will call in question the authenticity of a publication by 
the Eegistrar-General of Scotland, by which we are informed that in 
the city of Glasgow, in or about the year 1855, seven women, of the 
respective ages of 51, 52, and 57, gave birth to children. At the age 
of 57 our old Countess, therefore, might have given birth to her 
daughter Katherine, in A. D. 1521, say sixteen years later than the lease 
of Corbynne to Gilis "Nj Cormyk, A. D. 1505. 

This evidence &om the Eegistrar-General of Scotland, I contend, 
puts " the Plea" raised by the opponents of the Countess's venerability, 
that her age, A. B. 1505, consistent with being a mother, was inconsis- 
tent with her age being 140 when she died, A. D. 1604, at once '* out 
of courtJ' 

Surely no one can doubt, considering the family and position of our 
Countess, that she must, at least, have been as well, if not much better, 
provided throughout her lifetime with all the physical requisites (meat, 
drink, clothing, and habitation) that conduce to creating and sustaining 
health and strength of constitution, as any female resident of our days 
can be in the populous and manufacturing city of Glasgow. But we 
may reasonably infer that the Countess had from nature a stamina of 
most unusual strength, that enabled her in her last years, whether 140 or 
104, under no necessity but of her own good-will and pleasure, to walk 
from her castle of Inchiquin to Youghal, five miles distant, and back again 
the same day. It will be observed that the registrar lays much stress 
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on the superior health that '* whiskey, the natural drink of Scotland, 
creates, than beer, the usual drink of England. This conducive to 
"superior health" the Countess no doubt equally had the benefit of. 
Usquebaugh, a mild, pleasant spirit (as I considered it in my boy days, 
when it frequently appeared at table), was the general "tipple" of the 
good old times, as witness " the Feast of O'Eourke" :-^ 

*' Ufqnebangh to oar feast 
In palls was brought up, 
A hundred at least, 
And a madder* our cup.** 

I must say that I am disposed to consider Irish whiskey to be quite 
as conducive to health and long life as Scotch whiskey possibly can be. 
I remember Jack Donovan, who Uved near us; he was a carrier, occu- 
pied during the day by his business in Cork, and he never returned 
home in the evening but that the road was too narrow for him. X Talk* 
ing one day with a coimtryman, he referred thus to Jack's potations : 
" As to Jack Donovan, if he was to drink a cup of cold water, you would 
hear it hiss in his throat*^ I was much struck with the Oriental style in 
which another person was characterized : " Now, there's Pat Callaghan, 
Sir, and he has a license from the king to shoot any man that he meets 
prouder than himself.'' But for condensed bitterness, I shall not easily 
forget the answer of a yoimg countrywoman on being asked what was 
thought of a gentleman residing in her neighbourhood ;' her very 
handsome face darkened in scorn : '' What do I think of Hn Browne ? 
Why, Sir, he would shave a louse for his beard." 

A lady residing at Ballyvolanje, in the North Liberties of the city of 
Cork, mentioning to me that a woman residing at Bathcooney, fiirther 
up the country, was a mother, having been long married and advanced 
in life, I wrote the following queries, which were read to Mrs. Biordon 
this day, July 27, 1863, and her answers filled in opposite : — 

QUEBIBS. AVSWEBS. 

Name of the mother. '' Johanna Biordon. 

How many years had she been '^ She was married twenty years 

married before her daughter was before her child was born* 
bom? 

* A wooden drinking ¥68801, square in form, with two handles to it : a round one 
with one handle is still in use. 
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How old was she then? " She was 47 years old. 

Was this her first child ? "It was her first and only child. 

Is she now living (this A. D. " She is living ; Bessy Biordon ; 

1 863), and what is her name ? twenty years old ; and was married 

last Shrovetide to Fat Hanlon." 

The Countess Kathrin, being bom, as we believe, A. D. 1464, would 
have been 47 years old, A. D. 1511 ; say six years after the lease of 
Corbynne, A. D. 1505. 

A medical Mend has assisted me with another instance : a lady, in 
the county of Cork, married at the age of 45, and had a first and only 
child ten years afterwards, a daughter, and the young lady is now living. 
The Countess of Desmond would have been 55 in the year 1519, say 
14 years after the lease of Corbynne, A. D. 1505. 

Having thus met the would-be shearers of the Countess's grey locks 
on their own ground, I shall now argue the question from my own 
point of view, and uphold its entire integrity as maintained in my for- 
mer " Inquiry." 

The contemporary historians, if I may so express myself, of her ex- 
traordinary longevity are Sir Walter Ealegh and Fynes Moryson, 

From Sir Walter Kalegh's ** History of the World," book i., chap, v., 
sec. 5, folio edition, 1614. p. 66 : — 

'' I myself knew the Countess of Desmond of Inchiquinin Munster, 
who lived in the year 1589, and many years since, who was marryedin 
Edward lY.'s time, and held her jointure from all the Earls of Desmond 
since then ; and that this is true all the noblemen and gentlemen of 
Munster can witnesse." 

Before entering farther on our subject I think it material to notice 
that section 5 is '' Of the long lives of the Patriarchs, and some of late 
memory. ^^ Having discussed the former question. Sir Walter comes 
down to the comparatively modem times, and refers to Pliny's state- 
ment of ages that were returned under a taxation, in the reign of Ves- 
pasian: — '*54 aged 100, 57 aged 110, 2 aged 125, 4 aged 130, 4 aged 
135 and 137, and last of all 3 men of 140 ;" and then, noticing the re- 
lations of various writers to 1517, he finally gives the statement 
respecting the Countess of Desmond on Ma own personal knowledge. 
Surely bringing forward this instance of remarkable old age in that 
portion of ** A History of the World," treating of old age, fr^m Adam 
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down to the time of his writing, in which, on his own personal know- 
ledge, and for which therefore he stakes his authority and veracity, he 
instances the Countess of Desmond as a modem, extraordinary instance 
of old age, we are bound to receive his testimony with the credibility 
which his position in society, his means of knowing what he stated, and 
the subject for which he brought it forward, combine to invest it. And 
we have further to remember that this work was not written in the 
hurry and bustle of life, but in the hopeless solitude of his prison, in 
the Tower of London, from which, at the end of fifteen years, he was re- 
leased by the axe of the headsman— one of the many dark stains on the 
memory of King James I. : previous to which, however, his '' History 
of the World'' was published by '' Walter Burre ; and are to be sold at 
his Shop in Paul's Church Yard, at the sign of the Crane, 1614." I 
have a similar edition, also by Walter Burre, 1617; and Mr. Lindsay 
has another, published by Walter Burre, 1621. As Sir Walter was not 
(l^aUy) murdered until 29th October, 1618, we know that two editions 
at least of lus work were published in his lifetime ; the first edition, 
1614, being published only ten years after the death of the Countess, 
1604, when there must have been abundant means of contradicting Sir 
Walter's statement, had it been unfounded ; and as he lay under the 
displeasure of the king, we may be sure that all the parasites of James's 
Court would lose no opportunity of damaging Sir Walter, if a hole 
could be picked in any statement he had made ; and this of the 
Countess's great age must have excited much attention, and, as it occurs 
at an early part of the work, the 66th page of the first book of the first 
part, it would not escape observation. 

The records of the Corporation of Youghal inform us that Sir Walter 
Balegh was elected Mayor of Youghal, the 29th September, 1588, and 
re-elected 29th September, 1589, for the year ending the 28th Septem- 
ber, 1590 ; we have therefore evidence of his being at Youghal at the 
time he refers to in his book, say 1589. Inchiquin Castle, the residence 
of the old Countess, ruins of which still exist, being five miles' distance 
from Youghal, their acquaintance might be expected as a matter of 
course. A more powerful influence, however, existed, that insured 
their intimate connexion, a union of interests ; the Coimtess's jointure 
was settled on estates forfeited by the rebellion of the 16th Earl of 
Desmond in 1582, and Sir Walter had a grant from the Crown, among 
others, of the Earl's lands, those on which her jointure rested, subject 
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to her prior and acknowledged rights as Dowager Countess of Thomas, 
12th Earl of Desmond, who died A. D. 1534. Their joint interests on 
the Countess's jointure lands must, therefore, have brought them into 
personal acquaintance ; but there was on each side that which would 
create a friendly intimacy. To the courtly, philosophic, and inquiring 
mind of Sir Walter, the great age of the Countess, her high rank, con- 
nected as it was with the utter ruin of one of the greatest families in 
the Irish nobility, would excite interest, consideration, and, we may be- 
lieve, respectful commiseration. On the part of the Countess, this great 
statesman and soldier, one of the stars of Queen Elizabeth's Court, ap- 
pearing in the retired seclusion of Inchiquin Castle, rarely frequented 
but by the wild kerne of the neighbourhood, must have been as the 
visit of a denizen of some other planet, fascinating by his manners, and 
astonishing by his varied and boundless information. All this we are 
entitled to draw from facts. Sir Walter says, " I myself knew the Old 
Countess of Desmond,'' thus asser^g a personal acquaintance. In the 
"Irish Patent Eolls" of James I., page 41, 10th May, 1604, we find a 
schedule of 33 leases, made by Sir Walter Ealegh, &om his grant of 
lands that had been the rebel Earl of Desmond's. Of these leases, one, 
an original counterpart, 20th July, 1588, a second, a copy of another, 1st 
February, 1589, are known. In both the rents are to be doubled, with 
other engagements, ''from and after the decease of the Ladie Cattelyn, old 
Countess Dowager of Desmond, widow ;" and this decease in each lease, 
it is assumed, will occur before the year 1593 — ^a proof, I might indeed 
term a legal proof, of the notoriety of the Countess's very unusual old 
age at that time ; but, with the reported perversity of jointured widows, 
the Ladie Cattelyn held on until 1604. Combining aU these circum- 
stances — their joint proprietorship in the lands subject to her jointure. 
Sir Walter's residence for two years at Youghal, within five miles' dis- 
tance from hers at the Castle of Inchiquin, and the interest each would 
entertain for the other — it is but reasonable to beHeve that an intimate 
and unreserved friendship existed between them ; and that, when Sir 
Walter states that she " was married in Edward IV.'s time," he derived 
the information from the Countess herself. 

Sir Walter Ealegh sold his estates to Eichard Boyle, Esq., by deed, 
dated 7th December, 1602 ; the Countess died in 1604, when the Castle 
of Inchiquin, her residence, of course was taken possession of by Mr. 
Boyle, and with it most probably its goods, chattels, and may be many 
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docomentaiy HS& relating to the Desmonds, seeing that she was the 
last of the family ; and having lived immolested, her Castle may hare 
heen the general depository, for safe keeping, of Desmond chiefs, who, 
hy the intervention of the hattle-field, the pnhlic executioner, or exile, 
never reclaimed the deposits. The increased rentals on her death 
would also appear in the yearly acconnts, with possibly interesting 
particulars respecting the Coimtess. It is much to be wished that the 
Duke of Devonshire, who now represents the Great Earl of Cork, would 
have all his Irish MS. records closely examined for whatever relates to 
the Old Countess, and the great probability is that his Grace could 
give very interesting information. 

From "FynesMoryson, his Ten Yeeres Travel," &c., folio, London, 
1617, part iL, book iii., chap. iL, p. 299, Ireland : — '' In the yeere 1613, 
by the entreaty of my Brother 8ir Eichard Moryson, I was drawne over 
againe into Ireland, where we landed the ninth of September, in the 
Harbour of YoughalL" « 

Part iii., book i., chap, iii., page 43, '' Opinions of Nations, Long 
Life'' : — '' In our time the Irish Countesse of Desmond lived to the age 
of about 140 yeeres, being able to goe on foote foure or five miles to the 
Market Towne, and using weekly soe to doe in her last yeeres ; and not 
many yeeres before she died, she had all her teeth renewed." 

In the MS. of Sir George Carew, No. 626, in the Lambeth Library, 
we have this record of the Old Countess : — ^* Catheitne ma : to Thomas 
Fitz Thomas £r : of Desmond : 3 son to Thomas £r : of Desmond be- 
headed at Drogheda. She died in ano 1604." 

It is to be remarked that Sir Walter Ealegh's and Fynes Moryson's 
notices of the Countess have not any reference to each other. Sir 
Walter refers to her as an extraordinary instance of longevity, he being 
personally acquainted with her in 1589, and she having been married 
in the reign of Edward I Y., but he makes no statement of her precise age. 

And Fynes Moryson, from information obtained at Youghalin 1613, 
nine years only after her death, states that she lived to the age of about 
140 years ; he is, however, silent, and we may presume was uninformed 
as to when she was married, which was not a question to interest the 
outside public, though it would an intimate Mend with the inquiring 
nature of Sir Walter Balegh. It was therefore equally natural that 
Balegh should acquire the information, and that Moryson should not 
have heard of it. 
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On examination we shall find that these differing independent re- 
lations give a concurring result as to the age of the Countess : — 

Sir Walter personally knew her, A. D. 1589 

King Edward IV., in whose reign Sir Walter states 

fiiat she was married, died, A. D. 1483 

Which gives an intervening period of ... . 106 years. 

Presuming that at King Edward lY.'s death her age 

was only 19 

She lived until 1604, which from 1589 was . . 15 



99 
ft 



Her age would have been 140 



ft 



Sir George Carew places her death, A. D. 1604 

Fynes Moryson states that she lived about ... 140 years 

"Which would give her birth, A. D. 1464 

Presuming that when King Edward IV. died her 

age was only 19 years. 

We have the year in which King Edward lY. died, A. D. 1483 

I submit that this concurring evidence of two conten^)orarie3 of the 
€ountess, and published, one only ten years, and the other thirteen years 
after her death, by persons of the high rank and intelligence of Sir 
Walter Kalegh and Fynes Moryson, carries a weight that cannot easily 
be set aside, as to her extraordinary longevity. 

How, then, are we to account for the lease of Corbynne, granted by 
the Earl .of Kildare, in 1505, to Gilis Ny Cormyk, wife to Sir Thomas of 
Desmond ? 

My belief is, that Sir Thomas of Desmond, like other Irish chief- 
tains of his time and standing, had dismissed his first wife, Gilis "Nj 
Cormyk, and married his cousin, Kathrin Eitz Gerald of Decies. What 
may have been the actuating motives, I have no means of ascertaining. 
But as Sir Thomas of Desmond comes down to us, represented as a 
ruthless savage, whose first wife's father, Cormock Oge Cartie, Lord of 
Muskerry, " fell beneath his sword," and who, at the age of 80 years, is 
reported to Henry VIII., " albeit his years requireth quietness and rest, 
yet entendeth he as much trouble as ever did any of his nation." 

The onl^ discarding one wife, and taking to himself another, must 
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hare been to him a matter of very trivial consequence. This subject, 
the laxity of Irish marriages at this period, has been most ably and en- 
tertainingly illustrated by the writer of the article on the Old Coimtess 
of Desmond, in " The Quarterly Review" of March, 1853, who, at page 
337, informs us, '' The punctilio of waiting imtil the day after the first 
wife's death was not always observed by the Anglo-Irish nobility. 
There is an order in the Council Book of Henry VIII/s time, ' for the 
captenship of Glanricarde, upon the death of Ulick de Burgo, the first 
Erie of Glanricarde, during the minoritie of his sonne, and until it 
were determined who was his lawful heir male, for that he had three 
married wives at the time of his death.' A subsequent despatch states, 
it was not known who was the late Lord Ulick's legitimate heir, there 
had been so many marriages and divorces, but no doubt he married this 
whoman solemply." 

In '' O'Donoghue's Historical Memoir of the O'Briens:" Dublin, 
1860, page 189, we have this farther information of the Earl of Clan- 
ricard's marriage embroilments : — '' The affairs of Clanricard, with 
which the chieftains of the O'Briens had from time immemorial been 
closely connected, engaged his (Donald's) attention. Ulick na-G-ceann, 
the first Earl of that title (who died A.D. 1544), having been thrice 
married, left a numerous progeny ; and his death was the occasion of as 
much strife between his sons for the succession, as there arose among 
the O'Briens, in Thomond, on the demise of his contemporary, Morrogh, 
first Earl of Thomond (A. D. 1551). The first wife of Ulick na-G-ceann 
was Grany, or Grace, daughter of 0' Carroll, Prince of Ely, who was the 
mother of his eldest son, Eickard. From this lady he parted after some 
time, and married Honora de Burgh, whom he treated in a likei manner. 
During the lifetime of his first wife he espoused a third lady, Maria 
Lynch, by whom he had a son, John, who disputed the succession with 
Bickard, his eldest brother, on the ground that the mother of the latter 
had been married to a former husband, O'Melaghlin, who was living at 
Bickard's birth, and from whom she had not been divorced. The ques- 
tion of legitimacy having been submitted for their decision to commis- 
sioners appointed by the Lord Deputy; they adjudged the title and 
inheritance of Clanrickard to Bickard, discovering no proofs sufficient 
to satisfy them that a valid marriage had subsisted between his mother 
and O'Melaghlin. John Burke, as he was called, being dissatisfied with 
the decision, seized one of the castles, called Bcannmore, which he 
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maintained against Eickard, the Earl, who had hesieged it in form. 
While he was thus employed, Donald O'Brien, interested for John 
Burke, whose position bore some resemblance to his own, marched at 
the head of a considerable force, and compelled the Earl to raise the 
siege." 

From '* State Papers, King Henry VIII., Ireland," vol. iii., page 
103, John Allen to Wolsey : Dublin, 1st June (1523), we learn the 
Irish state of marriage then : — 

« For many partes under the King's obeysaunce ther been penall sta- 
tutes that no Inglishman shall marie with the Irish, so that they be so 
intricate in consanguinitie or affinitie, and besides that, the people of 
them self be so propine to evil, that they wolde marie withought dis- 
pensacion, or elles be infourced to sue to the Courte of Bome. Whereof 
hath insued the decaie of the Church of Irelonde : for whan an idill per- 
son gooth to the Courte of Rome, the compositions be to Irishmen so 
small for their po^ertie, that by him many other exhorbitant matiers be 
sped." 

Some years ago I had the great pleasure of examining the Roche 
MSS., most of which, I believe, are now in the British Museum. 
Among them was an Inquest Fost-Mortem, on the death of a person 
named Barrett, in the county of Cork, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 
The jury found that Barrett had married three wives, one of them in 
facie ecclesias, and they therefore returned her son as heir to his father. 

Camden's '' Britannia," Gibson's edition : London, 1695, folio, page 
1042, enters on '' The Ancient and Modem Customs of the Irish," and 
he writes :— 

'' But as for their later customs, they are described by a certain mo- 
dem author, whom I take to be J. Good, a priest educated at Oxford, 
and School-Master at Limerick in the year 1566, from whom I shall 
transcribe them." 

And at page 1046, Camden gives the reverend other's information 
as to the married state in Ireland : — 

" They seldom marry out of their own town, and contract with one 
another, not in preaentt, but infictttro, or else consent without any man- 
ner of deliberation. Upon this account, the least difference generally 
parts them, the husband taking another wife, and the wife another hus- 
band ; nor is it certain whether the contract be true or false, tiU they 
die. Hence arises feuds, rapines, murders, and deadly enmities about 
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succeeding to the inheritance. The cast-ofif- wives have recourse to the 
witches, these heing looked upon as able to afflict either the former hus- 
band or the new wife with calamity ; and divorces, under pretence of 
conscience, are very frequenf 

Of this convenient plea of conscience, we have a memorable instance 
subsequently, in this very branch of the Desmonds. Thomas, the 12th 
Earl, husband to the Old Countess, died A. D. 1534, and was succeeded 
by his and Gilisl^y Cormyk's grandson, James, the 13th Earl, who was 
murdered the 19th March, 1540, by Maurice Fitz John, younger son of 
the earl's great uncle, John Eitz Thomas, who ranks in the Desmond pe- 
digree as 14th Earl. James, an elder son of John, 14th Earl, was ad- 
mitted as Earl of Desmond by the EngHsh Grovemment, and took the 
oaths of fealty at Cahir, 1 6th January, 1 54 1 . In Sir William Betham's 
pedigree he is thus described : — 

''James Eitzgerald, 15th Earl of Desmond, died 1558 : (first wife) 

Jane Boche, daughter of Lord Fermoy. She was put away by her 

husband, but illegally." 

This Earl married, subsequently, More, daughter of Sir Maolrony 
O'CarroU, chief of his name. Lord of Ely O'Carroll ; and the s«n of this 
marriage, Gerald, or, as he always signed, Gerott, succeeded his father 
as 16th Earl. James married, thirdly, Ellen, daughter of Donald 
M'Cartie More, sister of Donald, Earl of Clancare. 

I think this is an example strongly showing the laxity of the mar- 
riage state in Ireland. The high rank of the first wife, a daughter of 
Lord Fermoy, did not prevent her being discarded, and her two sons 
bastardized by their father ; nor did it in the least attach any discredit 
on him, his two succeeding wives being both of them women of high 
rank ; nor did the families of the wives '' put awaie" appear to entertain 
any ill-will to husbands so acting, probably allowing the right they 
exercised themselves. When James, the 13 th Earl, was murdered by 
Maurice, brother of James, the 15th Earl, by which removal of his com- 
petitor the latter wafl freed from any further competition, the Council of 
Ireland wrote to Henry VIII. that the murdering " Usurpur" had re- 
covered '' not onely the whole streingth of Mownister, besides the freend- 
ship of Obrene (and others), but also the Lord Eoche'' (and others). Now, 
Lord Boche was either brother (or father) to Jane Eoche '' put awaie,'' 
and her two sons bastardized, by this very Earl of Desmond previous to 
this occurrence. The plea of affinity, if convenient for dissolving mar- 
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riage, appears to have been no bar for entering into matrimony ; for the 
eldest son, Sir Thomas Fitz Gerald, bastardized by his father on the 
plea of that father's affinity with Jane Eoche, daughter of Lord Fermoy, 
married Joan Eoche, daughter of Maurice, Lord Eermoy, who we must 
presume was nearly related to his (Sir Thomas Eitz Gerald's) mother. 

To ascertain whether relationship did exist, I had a search made in 
the Library at Lambeth, and in Sir George Garew's original MSS. found 
his pedigree of the £unily of Eoche, Lords of Eermoy, and it giyes an 
uninterrupted male descent from father to son, from Morice, the first 
Lord Eoche, to Morice, Lord Eoche, " Vicecount of Farmoye, in the 
Co. of Corke," the eighth in descent. To this last " Vicecount" Sir 
George Garew assigns two sons, Davie L. Eoche and William of Caer- 
gownan ; and four daughters, whose Christian names he does not give, 
but mentions the names of the husbands of the three who married, one 
of whom is ''Sir Thomas of Desmond.'' The fafJier of Morice was 
" Davye L, Eoche," of whose family Sir George Carew only records 
Morice his successor, omitting any notice of the daughter, who I pre- 
sume was the first wife of the 15th Earl of Desmond, as she was more 
likely to have been sister to Morice, father of Sir Thomas of Desmond's 
wife, than aunt to Morice. Sir George gives three brothers to Davye, 
and does not mention any sister ; but whether Jane Eoche, the first 
wife of James, 15th Earl of Desmond, was daughter, as most probable, 
of Davye the father of Morice, or Davye's sister, is immaterial to our 
question. She was daughter to a Lord Eermoy, in whose line there 
had not been any break of descent, and " put awaie" by her husband 
on the plea of affinity ; and their son. Sir Thomas of Desmond, married 
Joan, daughter of Morice Eoche, "Vicecount of Earmoye," most pro- 
bably his mother's niece, and his first cousin; or, at farthest, grandniece, 
and his second cousin. 

Can any thing more clearly show than this episode of the Desmond 
family, that in Ireland, at this period, the marriage tie was a mere slip* 
knot, holding the parties together no longer than inclination or interest 
induced a continuation of the connexion. If the plea of affinity was 
considered to be really anything more than a myth, would Joan Eoche 
have married her first cousin. Sir Thomas of Desmond, his mother, Jane 
Eoche, her aunt, having been " pat awaie" for affinity, who was so far 
removed as to be great-granddaughter to James, 9th Earl of Desmond, 
murdered, A. D. 1487, at the instigation, as the ''Annals of the Four 

s 
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MaBters" record, of his younger brother, John, who, in 1584, on the death 
of his brother l%oinas, the 12th Earl (husband to ike Old OounteM), 
disputed the earldom with James, tiie IdthBarl, hisgrondnephew; anj 
James was murdered by Maurice Desmond, second son of thia same 
John, who in the Desmond pedigree ranks as 14th Earl, andwaafitther 
to James, the 15th Earl. 

As a further confirmation of this actual disregard oi affinity we may 
notice that the first wife of Genald or Gerrott, the 16th and la^t Eiirlrof 
Desmond, son of James, the 15th Earl, was Joan, only child of James^ 
1 1th Earl of Desmond, who died A. D. 1 529. As Desmonds> Joan and 
Oerrott were second cousins ; and her fitthei^s mother was Ellen, daughter 
of Lord Boche of Eermoy. 

Apparently public feeling was indifferent aa ta legitimate or other* 
wise, beyond the law giving the former a better position in society, 
which, from the following document it seems assumed, the &ther could 
alflo give when so disposed — ^Morrin's '* Rolls," vol. i., page 76, Jtm© 9; 
86® Henry VI. (1458) :— 

*' Agreement between the Lord Thomas Eitz James, Earl of Desmond, 
and Edmimd the son of Maurice Conolim, &c. :— - 

" Eemainder to the right heirs of the said Lord Thomas, unless the 
said Edmund or Maurice, or any of their heirs ferthe time being, should 
in de&ult of a lawful heir think fit, with the consent of the said Lord 
Thomas or his heirs, to legitimise my iUe^timate man, and constitute 
him heir of the Lordship." 

Whatever doubts may arise as to the corredaess of the evidence of 
private individuals, we cannot dispute, and must bow to, the solemn as- 
sertion of the three estates of l^e kingdom, in Parliament assembled ; 
and the following extracts firom an Act *' by the Song our Soveraigne 
Lord : and the Lords Spiritual and Temporal : and the Commons : in 
this present Parliament assembled : and by the authoritie of the same," 
explains and declares that the continuance of the marriage state in Ire- 
land then rested merely on the caprice of husband or wife. 

From the statutes of the Parliament of Ireland, vol. i, -page ISl, 
tiie 33rd year of H^iry VIII., A. D. 1541, " An Act for Marriages :"— 

'^ Whereas heretofore the usurped power of the bishoppe of Borne 
hath alwayee entangled and troubled the mere jurisdiction and regal 
power of this land of Ireland, and also inquieted much the subjects oi 
the same, by his usurped power in them ; as by makii^ that unlawful 



( 67 ) 

wfaidi by God's woi^ is lawfully both in marriages aaid other things. 
As where hei'etafdre diners and many persolis after loUg (kmlanuanoe in 
matrimoniey without any allegation of eyther of the parties, 6r any oth^lr 
at theiC Marriage, why the sakne niatrifnome should not be good, just, 
and lawfhll, ha;ve nevertheless, hf auk unjust law of the bishoppe of 
Eome, wMch is that upon pretence of a ibrmer contract made, for proofs 
whereof two witnesses by that law ^ei^ onely required, beene divorsed 
aald seperated contrary to God's law; iharriages havebe^&e broii|fht 
into such an uneertaintie thereby, that no niarriage could be so sta^, 
kaitte, and botmden> bat it should lye in eyther of the parties powers 
and arbitre, casting away the fedre of GK)d, by meanes and cdmpasse to 
prove a precontract, a kindred and allyance to defeat the sa&e." 

Edward IT., in whose reign Sir Walter Ealegh states that the Old 
Gount^ssofDeBmondwasman^iedydied A. D. 14B3; andinA«D. 1541, 
being 58 yeafs subsequent, the Kirtg, Lords, and Commons of Ireland^ 
in the above Act of ParUattient, declare that any maitiage in Zreland 
eoold then be set aside oil the evidence of onely two witnesses, whose 
testimony, by a tacit mfei^Ude, th^ evidently consider may be £ilse. 

Betuming to society &t large, we shall find its composition to have 
been pretty much '' birds of a feather," with *' the upper ten thoufiund.'^ 

In ** The Gtditlemiui's Magazine," January, 1862, page 28, we site 
furnished with the informatioii of a <)hiefkain of high note cind cense* 
quenee in the county of Cork manrying a woman whose husband he 
knew was livings 

** Wills and Inventoties, Cotk, temp. Mary and Elizabeth. 

'« WiU of Sir Cormook Mcleige^ Knight, dated June 16, 1583 :— 

''In Dei nomine. Amen. I, Sir Cormace MacTeige, Knight, ddd 
ttuke my last will, my soul to Almightie God, and my body to be 
buried at Kilkrey, Wi^ my ancestors. And Iprofeste before Ood, that 
Johanna Butler is tnfy lawful toedded wyfe; and that EUen Barrett war at 
the tfme I wed her, and before, the lawful wyfe of James Fit% Mauriee, 
and 80 Cormoeke ooge, my son, is my lawful heire of my body, la/wfuMy be^ 
gotten'^ 

In ''The Gentleman's Magazine," February, 1862, page 167, there 
is a pedigree of '^ Eoche of Dxmderrow, coxmty of Cork, fix)m the Browne 
MS., about the time of Queen Elizabeth," in which " putting awaie" a 
wife is recorded with as much unconcern as putting away a worn-out 
brogue: — "John, the ddest, had issue, Michard, who first married 

s 2 
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Eathmne OaUw&if^ of Coreke, and had no isiue hy her, and putting her 
awaie, married after with EUye Tounge ofEinsale, and had iseue hy ioid 
JSUie, m., 5 sonnee.*^ 

These recordB of individaal facts folly bear out the general statement, 
copied by Camden from Father (food's publication, and it is unnecessary 
to compile farther instances of the laxity and uncertainty of Irish wed- 
lock, so late even as the reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and we have now 
to inquire how it could occur that Sir Thomas of Desmond's first wife, 
OiHs "Nj Cormyk, took a lease of lands of the Earl of Eoldare in the 
year 1505, which was 22 years after the death of Edward lY., in whose 
reign Sir Thomas had married a second wife, his cousin, Kathrin Eitz 
Gerald of Decies. 

The answer to this inquiry seems to me to be very clearly afforded 
by ilie disregard in Ireland to the sacredness and obligations of mar- 
riage, as instanced in the examples I have detailed. And with this ge- 
neral license of living and acting, that Sir Thomas dismissed Gilis, and 
Eathrin obtaiaed preferment*— <$onduct which we have seen was car- 
ried out fully by his nephew, James, 15th Earl of Desmond. Sir 
Thomas, however, did not, as did his nephew, bastardize the issue of his 
first wife, their son, Maurice Fitz Gerald, for a very apparent reason. 
By his second wife he had only a daughter, and Gilis I^y Gormyk's son 
was tiierefore wanted as heir for the earldonu 

Sir William Betbam, in his pedigree of the Desmonds, makes this 
entry respecting him : — '^ Maurice, Lord Eitz Gerald, only son and heir 
apparent, died of the plague at Jerpoint, in Kilkenny. Married Joane, 
daughter of the White Knight ; issue, James Eitz Gerald, 13th Earl of 
Desmond." 

We have seen, in the instance of the first Earl of Glanricarde, that 
though he '' put awaie" his first wife, and married a second (also *^ put 
awaie"), and then a third, and all three wives were living at his death, 
yet the son of the first succeeded to tiie earldom, against the claim of a 
son of the third wife. 

So also we find that Gilis "Nj Cormyk's son was considered the heir 



* The tenn of a spinater beooming a married woman : Earl Garrett, in 1674, settles 
u tiie sum of one thooaand pounds to the prrfermeni of evrie of my daughters, which at 
the time of my death shall not be pre/errcrf.**— Cotton M8., Titus, B. xiiL, page 196. 
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to the earldom of Desmond ; but dying before his father, his son took his 
place in the succession, and ranks as 13th Earl. 

We have seen that on the death of Thomas, the 1 2th Earl of Des- 
mond, his grandson's succession to the earldom and estates was disputed 
by John, brother of Thomas, the deceased Earl, and on John's death 
was more successfully continued by his son James, who succeeded in 
obtaining forcible possession of the whole estates, and the young luck- 
less grandson of Thomas went over to London to claim redress from 
Henry VIII. But though in possession, and determined at all hazards 
to keep possession, the usurper was anxious to obtain admission as Earl 
of Desmond from GK)yemment; and on the 3rd March, 1539, he ad- 
dressed a letter to Henry YIII., claiming the earldom on the ground 
that his rival's Mher had not been legally married, and was also too 
near akin to his wife. These are his words, part iii. continued, page 
125, State Papers, King Henry VIII. :— 

'' The foresaid John, father of your suppliaunt, and the same your 
suppliaunt, then beinge in your most noble service, made their tytill 
unto the said erldome, as next heyris to the said erldome, for that the 
said James Fitz Morice was, and is bastarde, for so moch, as there was 
noo lawfull mariage solempnysed betwen the said Morice, his supposed 
father, and the mother of the said James Fitz Morice, being doughter 
to the late White Knyght, deceased, whoo was cossyn germaine to the 
said Morice." 

The invalidity of a marriage was a trump card in the hand of 
Henry's suppliant. He had previously to this " put awaie" Jane Eoche ; 
for, on his submission, dated Cahir, 16th January, 1541, there is this 
passage; — "But also I doo promise to yow. Sir Anthony Sentleger, 
Knight, the Kinges Deputie, to dely ver to you my sonne Geralde, to be 
sent to the Kinges Majestic, to be brought up and instructed after an 
Inglisshe sort." 

Oerald was the only child of his second wife. More, daughter of Sir 
Maobony O'CarrolL 

In a despatch from Sir Anthony Sentleger and Council, to Cromwell, 
dated Dublin, the 15th I^ovember, 1537, they transmit articles of sub- 
mission promised by this James, one of which is : — "For performance 
of all the premysses, the said James Fitz John, having especial confi- 
dence and trust in the Kyngis Most Excellent Majestic, hath promysed 
to delyver to the said Commissioners^ Thomas, his eldest sonne, to be 
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presented by them to his Highnes, to remayne at his gfacious plear 



sore." 



And in a subsequent despatch, dated ^* Dnblyn, 8th of Marche 
(1638)/' from Sir Anthony Sentleger and Connoil to Gropwell, tliey 
write: — 

** And ^ere we adveriased your good lordship of the small tmste 
and confydence we had in Jamys of Desmcmd, by reason of the long 
tracte of his resolute answere upon tharticles of his sabmyssion ; yet, 
neverthelesse he hathe not onely delyrered his sonne to the handes of 
Maister William Wyse of Waterforde, tQ be delyvered unto us (for 
whose oomyng we loke every howre), but also hath affirmed by his sa* 
cretary and writing all that he afore promysed.^' 

So far, however, was James !Fitz John from fdMlling his '^ proy- 
messes," ihat the Council of Ireland, on the 28th of November (1538), 
from Dublin, write to Lord Cromwell : — " "We do non otherwise per- 
ceyve, by his new attemptates and gesture, but that he intendeth rai- 
ther to be the Kingis open rebelle and adversary, than the oontrarie. 
And therefor our advice is, that the TCingis Majestie send over thother 
James, which is there, giveng him (which, as &rr as we hitherto oan per- 
ceyve, is the veray right heir) aide against thother : whereby the com- 
bynation and power of thother may be abated and diminished." 

In pursuance of this advice, James, the 13th Earl, was sent over 
with some English troops, as aide, and being murdered (I apprehend at 
Youghal), the Council, giving Henry YIII. infoimation of the <^ infor- 
tunat chaunce," remark : — '' 8o, as the hole title to the ejrledoipe (as 
he, James Fitz John, thinketh), being now disoended upon hym, and 
having more streingth than ever he had, your Majestie is at a great hin- 
draunce for reformation or subjection of theis parties." 

Under these circumstances, James Fitz John thought it best to 
make a real submission to Henry ; and the king to confirm him in the 
earldom. 

We may now remark, that when James Fitz John made a submia- 
sion which he had no intention to fuMl, in 1537, he gave as hostage 
** Thomas, his eldisi sonne," whom he had bastardized; a v«ry clever 
dodge of his on the king — ^the hostage, being disinherited, was in reality 
of no value. But when he obtained Henry's eonfirmation of the earl- 
dom, he hands over his intended heir to the king, '^ to be brought up 
and instructed after an Inglisshe sort," thereby securing to Gerafd^ the 
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Bueoesflioti to the earldouii from his admitted rank and education at the 
English court. 

Sir Anthcmj Sentlegd^, after detailing the Elurl's submission, Janu- 
ary, 1541, to the king, remarks: — '^ The saide Earl of Desmond^ on- 
doubted^ is a verj wise and discrete gentilman^" Which this managem^ait 
in the giving of his sons as hostages uhdoubtcidlj proves. 

We wiQ now reyert to this lease from the Earl of Sildare, which^ 
while proving that Sir Thomas of Desmond's first wife wad living iii 
1505, appears to me equally to prove that she was not living with het 
husband. ^ 

The land let is '' Corbynne^ in the eouiitie of Cork'* (now called Car- 
zigaline), in the baxtoy of Kerricurrihy. 

Among the manuscripts in the possession of Thomas Bonayne Sani- 
fieldj of Doughcloynei near Cork, Esq., is one which was eommuni* 
eated by IL Oaulfield, Esq., E. S.A., to John Gough Nichols, Esq., 
F. S. A.t and by that gentleman printed in his work, '' The Topographer 
and Genealogist,'' part xvi., Oetobery 1854, being testimony to the ex- 
emption of Skiddy*s lands from the imposition of coin and livery, takeH 
at Cork, 8th day of Aprn, in the 37th year of Henry VIII. (A. D. 1546); 
and by the evidence of several witnesses the fact is established that &ir 
Thomas of Desmond had an estate in that barony, which wotdd meike it 
very improbable that, had GUis Ny Cormyk been liting with her hus- 
band, 1^ would have hired land of the Earl of Kildare. 

At page 372, we have the deposition of the second witness : — 

'' And I, Shylye Fit^ Donyll, foresaid, gentlewoman, wi£d to the 
said Conoogho', of the agie of xlvi. yeeres and more, do testifie and de- 
oiare on the othe I made before the (aforesaid) busshoppe, Arohedeken, 
and Becord(/ sevallye, tihat Thomas of Dessemounde, late deceaside £rll 
el Dessmounde/ being then named but Thomas of Dessemounde, having 
the saane lands or eantrede of Kyerrycourryhe to his jK)rtion of inheri- 
tanice' by his ancestres Erlles of Dessemoundes, tyme long afore that 
Cormookoge had any (estate) in the same, was arrestide and troublede 
in Ucke mam' as ker said hiitebande was, by Thomas Skyddye, father t6 
the said Bieharde Skyddye, for seissure and de (mand) of counwe and 
lyVye on the said Skyddb^es laods foresaid ; and that then the said Tho- 
mas, confessing aFwayes the said Skyddyes landsforesaski to be free of aM 
such impositions, declared and said, that he did not s^iisse none suche', 
nether charge the said lands, but onelye chargide his owne boundeman 
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and s'yaiLte, named Donell o Mahowenye, fath' to ilie said Shylye, a 
great gentleman,* of the same lands." 

At page 237 : — ''Also we the aboyesaid Maurice Omadygan, of the 
age of bnd. yere, and Johne druye, of the age of Ixviii*^ yeres, do tes- 
tifie and declare, by the othe we made seVallye before the said bus- 
shoppe Archedekene, and Eecordo% that we were pcto's seVallye, the 
space of xyij yere unto Johne Eylaughe base sonne to the aboyesaid 
Thomas of Dessemoxmde, in the said Skyddyes lands forsaid, and that 
they harde the auncientest psones of the said lands or cantrede of Kiery- 
courrihye, as well as others of the same, declaringe the said Skyddyes 
lands foresaid to be free of all suche impositiones and exactions of coxme 
and lyy'eye, and aU others, except the bushoppe of Corke is chief rente. 

And that they harde and the said Skyddyes pooure tenants 

compleynynge oneley, in the behalf of the said donyll mc mahownye 
and other boundemen and se'yants to the aboye said Thomas de Desse- 
mounde and Cormockoge, that had occupyed the said Skyddys landes 
with his pooure tenants ; and that the said Thomas of Dessemounde and 
Cormockoge, did not charge the said Skyddyes lands foresaid, but onelye 
their owne boundemen and se'yants, where they might find them, and 
not otherwise." 

After the death of this Thomas, 12th Earl of Desmond in 1534, he 
was succeeded by his and Gilis "Nj Cormyk's grandson, James, the 13th 
Earl, whose rights, as we haye noticed, were contested by his great- 
xmcle, John, who is called the 14th Earl, who died the 19th June,f 
1536 ; and the contest was continued by his son James, who became 15th 
Earl, by the murder of his cousin, the Idth Earl,} 19th March, 1540, 
and he was admitted to take the oaths of fealty to Henry YIII., at 
Cahir,§ 16th January, 1541, and died|| 14th October, 1558. Lodge in 
the 1st yolume of his ''Peerage of Ireland," page 17, stating the issue 
of John, the 14th Earl, giyes fiye sons, Thomas, who died in his father's 
lifetime, leaying only two daughters — " Sir James, who succeeded to 
the Earldom. Sir Maurice (Niger, or Dufie), to whom his brother, the 
Earl, gaye the barony of Kerrycurihy, in the coxmty of Cork." 

* It appears from this, that " boundemen *' mentioned above did not imply veillein- 
age, but only obligation, by deed or contract ; as to the word *^ Senrant," see " Honse 
of Tvery," toL ii, p. 9. 

t EUis, vol. iiL, p. 888. X Ibid., vol. iii, p. 354. 

§ Ibid., vol. iv., p. 287. || Lodge, vol. I, p. 17. 
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These extracts show that '' Thomas of Dessemotinde had the can- 
trede of Xyenycourryhe, to his portione of inheritance by his ancestres, 
Erlles of Dessemoondes/' As his fEtther, Thomas, 8th Earl, was be- 
headed at Drogheda, 1467| he must have then come into the possession 
of it ; and the cantrede, we find, continued part of the estates of the 
earldom, as James, the 15th Earl, subsequent to 1540, gave it to his 
brother. Sir Maurice. 

If Sir Thomas Desmond's first wife, Gilis "Nj Cormyk, had been liv- 
ing with her husband as his wife de facto, as she no doubt was de jwre, 
what possible inducement could she have had to take Corbynne of the 
Earl of Kildare, Sir Thomas having an estate in the same barony ? If 
we could even dispose of this question, another presents itself — If 
Gilis Ny Cormyk had been living with Sir Thomas in her right as 
Lady Desmond, and for some (to us) unaccountable fancy had wished 
to occupy Corbynne, and the lease had been made to her direct, surely 
she would have been designated Lady Desmond ? Eut it is much more 
probable that the Earl of Eoldare would, as a mere matter of course, 
have required the lease to be taken by the husband, and not by the wife, 
it being generally understood that a married woman cannot give legal 
security. 

But, as generally received opinions are not always correct, I re- 
quested information from a Mend, one of her Majesty's barristers-at-law, 
whose answer is — 

'^ A lease may be made to the wife alone. If the husband dissents, 
it will be void. Eut it will be good untiL he dissents; or, if he neither 
assents nor dissents. If she survives her husband, she may repudiate 
the lease in a reasonable time.'' 

It strikes me that the Earl of Kildare giving a lease to a married 
woman living with her husband is an extremely improbable circum- 
stance; for the lease would have been no security whatever to the 
Earl, as her husband could at any moment repudiate it ; and the woman 
could also, when her husband died. Eut, supposing (as I do) that 
Gilis I^y Cormyk had " been put awaie" by Sir Thomas of Desmond 
(with the license then, and long subsequently, exercised by Irish chief- 
tains and gentry), at least 23 years previous to A. D. 1505, she stood in 
general estimation as a widow, competent to undertake legal respon- 
sibility. 

The term used in the Earl of Kildaxe's lease, " unto Gilis Ny Cormyk, 
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the wife to Sir Thomas of Diennoiid," it strikes m^, would ntever be ap- 
plied to a woman liying with her husband as his acknowledged wife. I 
should expect that the words would be, ''unto the Lady Desmond, wife 
to Sir Thomas of Desmond ;" or, if her Christian name had been used, 
it would haye been with a prefix, '' The Lady Gilis Desmond, wife of 
Sir Thomas of Desmond." But, ''unto Gilis Ny Cormyk," reverting 
to her name in full, as before marriage, implies, in my ndnd, that she 
had fonnerly been a wife to Sir Thomas of Desmond, but was not then 
so considered* 

We may now consider the question generally ; and first the eyidence 
on which the Countess's great age of about 140 years is Ibtmded. 

Sir Walter BaLegh writes — " I myself kn&w the Old Countess of Des- 
mond, of Inchiquin in Munster, who lived in the year 1589, and many 
years since ; who was married in Edward lY.'s time, and held her 
joynture from all the Earls of Desmond since then, and that this is true 
all the noblemen and gentlemen in Munster can witnesse." 

Sir Walter's statement of what he considered her extraordinary old 
age is given on his p&nonal acquaintance with the Countess ; and we 
find that he was Mayor of Youghal from September, 1588, to Septem- 
ber, 1590, the Coimtess residing at her Castle of Inchiqain, within five 
miles of Youghal ; and that Sir Walter having a grant from the Crown 
of the forfeited lands of the rebel Earl of Desmond, on which her join- 
ture had its lien, were combining circimistances to create a close ac- 
quaintance, their interests being united, and each individual would be 
to the other an object of attraction aud inquiry. Sir Walter had the 
opportunity of knowing her history from herself; and we see that he 
states her having been married in Edward lY.'s time as an undoubted 
feet, on which he rests the certainty of her wondeifally advanced age, 
Edward lY. in 1589 having been dead 106 years ; and that his readers 
might not have any doubts as to the correctness of his statement, he 
appeals to all the noblemen and gentlemen in Munster, who could wit- 
ness to its truth. 

We are to remember that Sir Walter could have no motive for 
making an incorrect statement ; and that his station in life and literature 
would j^revent his risking any blot in either by bringing forward such 
an extraordinary circumstance, if he had not a perfect certainty of its 
truth. 

Since it has been ascertained that this venerable lady was the wife 
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of Thomas, who did not become Earl imtil A. D. 1529, 46 years after 
the death of Edward lY., Sir Walter's statement '* that she held her 
joyntnre^om aU the Utsrh of D$9moni iince then,^* that is, the reign of 
ipdward IT., has been oonsidezed erroneous. It oertaioly conveyed the 
impression, both to the late Sir WiUiam Betham and myself, that she 
became a widow and Dowager Countess of Desmond before Edward lY/s 
death, and in the inqniiy I then made led me into a quicksand; but 
now that we know her history to a certain extent, I apprehend Sir 
Walter may have made a correct statement, which we misunderstood. 

Thomas, 8th Earl of Desmond, was beheaded at Drogheda, Febraary 
Idy 1467, leaving five sons» James, Haurice, Thomas, John, and Gerald. 
He was succeeded by his eldest son James, the 9th Earl, murdered 1487. 
Kathrin, our Old Countess, was daughter to Sir John Fit? Gferald, whose 
fjAther, Gerald, 1st Lord of Deoies, was brother to Thomas, 8th Earl of 
Desmond: Eathrin, therefore, stood in blood relationship to her husband 
and his brothers as first and second cousin. As a younger brother, we 
may suppose that Thomas was not overburthened with property ; and as 
Xathrin was in blood and rank one of themselves, it would have been 
very natural for Earl James to make the provision his younger brother 
could not, and give Kathrin a lien on the Desmond estates for her mar- 
riage jointure. I know of its being done in our days ; and as Earl 
James had only one child, a daughter, he could afford to assist his rela- 
tives ; and as the estates would pass with the earldom on his death from 
his daughter, her future welfare interposed no obstacle to his placing 
an incumbrance on them. Assuming, therefore, that Earl James did 
give his eousin Eathrin her " marryage joynture," with which circum- 
stance, as well as the time of her marriage, the Old Countess may have 
acquainted Sir Walter Ealegh, in the intimate terms which their joint 
proprietorship (m the barony of Inohiquiit induced, and if so. Sir Walter's 
statement would be warrante4 — ^the jointure being created by the 9th 
Earl, and not disturbed by the seven succeeding Earls ; and even when 
the Desmond estates became forfeited in 1583, the lien was acquiesced 
in by the Tgngl^^h Government. There is yet a possibility that this set- 
tlement (or joynture^t as Sir Walter terms it) may have been a life 
interest with immediate possession, tantamount to the '' pin money" for 
the boide's private disbursement in modem marriage settlem^its ; and 
then Sir Walter would be literally correct in saying that she '' held her 
joynture from all the Earls of Desmond since." 
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In my first and unsuccessfiil '' Inquiry" respecting our Old Countess, 
I stated that a lawyer informed me '' that the tnistees for the Old 
Conntess of Desmond's marrit^ settlement had to obtain a renewal of 
the tenn of one himdred years, from her haying outHved that period, 
created and reserved under her marriage settlement." 

Edward lY. died on the 9th April, 1483 ; so that at whatever period 
of his reign Kathrin married Sir Thomas of Desmond, any ** period of 
one hundred years created and reserved" must have terminated, at 
&rthest, on the 9th April, 1583, and she lived until 1604. It there- 
fore struck me that, if such a renewal had taken place, it might be on 
record, and, if found, would decide the question, '' When was she mar- 
ried ?" I therefore wrote to several of my friends " learned in the law," 
in Dublin, to ascertain how searches might be made at my expense, 
two of whom favoured me with their opinions that no such renewal 
iodk place, and which I subjoin to save future inquirers time and 
money : — 

*' * BacofCi abridgment — T^tle, Jointwre, 

" * DEiiNiTioi<r. — A jointure is a competent livelihood of freehold, for 
the wife, of lands, &c., to take effect presently in possession or profit ; 
after the death of the husband, /or ths life of the wife at least. 

" * Therefore if an estate be made to the wife for the life or lives of 
many others, this is no good jointure. 

" * So if the term, for 100 years, be limited to the wife, if she so 
long live, or absolutely, this is no good jointure.' 

'' Bacon does not speak of jointure rent charges with terms of years 
to secure them, which he would not have omitted to do if that substi- 
tution for dower was in use when he wrote. And Mr. Peachey, in his 
recent work on settlements, says that jointures caused serious inconve- 
niences; and it has now become an ordinary practice, instead of limiting 
a particular estate, to grant a rent charge instead of dower to the in- 
tended wife, during her life, accompanied by a term of years for further 
securing the jointure, that is, the jointure rent charge. The ' Quar- 
terly' for March, 1853, states — 'A MS. state paper, dated 1589, enu- 
merates among the forfeitures of the attainted Garrett, the Castle and 
Manor of Inchiquin, " now in ths hands of Dame Xatherine Fitz John, 
late wyfe to Thomas, sometyme Earl of Desmond, for terme of lyef, as 
for hir dower." ' !N'ow, this jointure, which was such in the old and 
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pure sense of the Jienn, being a life estate and a fall satisfaction for 
dower, there was no necessity for a term of years, even if such a practice 
was known at the time, and of course no necessity of renewing any such 
term of years, as tradition reports to have been done. 

" Tours truly, 

" L. E." 

'' 3, Ibwer-Urracef Sandymount, Dublin, Jamuwy 14, 1863. 

'' My deab Sib, — The renewal of the trust term of 100 years in the 
Old Countess of Desmond's marriage settlement, intended to secure her 
jointure because of its being exhausted by her extraordinary longevity, 
seems to me to be only another of those tales invented to embroider the 
story of her long life, some of which you yourself have so well exposed, 
in your interesting work on the questions, 'Did she ever seek redress at 
the Court of Queen Elizabeth ? and Did she ev6r sit for her Portrait?' 

*' This later question, ' "Was the 100 years' term of her settlement 
ever renewed ?" is no sooner stated to a lawyer than it is disposed of. 
In King Edward lY.'s day such modes of marriage assurance were un- 
known ; and trust t6nns to secure jointures did not come into use until 
long after the Statute of Uses, passed in the 27th year of King Henry 
Vin., probably (as far as my recollection or research serves) not until 
the reign of King Charles I. 

" In Edward lY.'s day the custom was either to allow the wife her 
dower, being one-third of all the rents of her late husband's lands ;. or, 
for the husband to convey a certain part of his estate to two confidential 
friends before the marriage, to the use of himself and his wife jointly 
during their joint lives, with the right, in the case of her survivorship, 
to the wife for her life or widowhood. 

<< And hence the term jointure, to express the idea of sole enjoyment. 

" I should weary you to go through many other legal absurdities 
and impossibilities involved in the supposed renewal of this trust term ; 
and as I hope I have said enough to show how baseless is the story, I 
shall conclude. 

" Tours, my dear Sir, 

"Most truly, 

" John P. P&Ein)EB0AST. 

''Itichard SainthiU, tbr*." 
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We paas on to Fynes Horjson, wko at Tougtial, in 1613, derived 
lus infonnation that the Old Countess at her death was about 140 jeoro 
old; and we know from Sir G^rge Carew^s MS. in the Lambeth Li** 
brary that she died in 1604. Sir George was not only her contempo^ 
rary, but as Lord Deputy of Lreland he had cause and means to be well 
informed of the Desmond family. 

It is requisite that I should now notice the attempt which, since 
the Earl of Slildare's lease has come to light, has been made in Eng- 
land to depreciate the authority of F3mes Moryson's work, by stating 
that he died in 1614, the year after he was at Toughal; and that con- 
sequently the publication, not taking place until 1617, may have been 
carelessly and ignorantly edited, and that the assigned age 140 may 
have been a misprint for 104. 

If oar surmisers, instead of contenting themselves with the secondary 
evidence of Sir James Ware, had referred to the original edition of 
1617 (which of course is in the British Museum Library), they would 
have seen that '* the License to print was granted by the Kings maiestie 
on the 29th April, 1617, to the author, Fynes Moryson, Oent., as well 
these three parts finished, as one or two parts more thereof not yet 
finished, hd shortly to he perfected hy hmP 

I can well believe that King James's moustaches would involuntarily 
have curled with horror, aye, and with terror, had an application been 
made to him, not merely to License a man three years in his grave 
to publish a work partly finished, but also to extend the license to the 
remaining part, which was shortly to be perfected hy hm, the deceased ! 

We have been led by the Wizard of the North of our days, at mid- 
night's witching hour, through Melrose's chancel tall, to the resting- 
place of an earlier and more dreaded wizard, Michael Soott ; and when, 
under the protecting blood-red cross of St. Michael, the gravestone was 
upraised, and from it the light broke forth so gloriously, was he found 
perfecting what had been unfinished on earth ? Not he ; he only sought 
to preserve what he had written there : — 

" His left hand held his book of might, 
A silrer crosi was in his right." 

On the authority, therefore, of Sir James Ware and his followers, 
Fynes Moryson was a more wonderful wizard than the famed Michael 
Scott of ScoUand ! 
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We come, then, to the improbability that, Sir Thomas of Desmond 
haying estates in the same barony as Corbynne, Gilis would have taken 
any lease. From the evidence given by Maurice Omadygan and John 
Ihiiye, on the question of coin and Hyery, that the Desmond lands were 
occupied by ''boundemen and servants to the above said Thomas de 
Dessemounde," can there be any doubt that, if Lady Dessemounde had 
wished in 1505 to occupy any portion of her husband^s lands, the 
boundemen and servants on it would have been cleared off it with as 
little ceremony as they themselves would have driven their own cattle 
from the bog to the mountain ? Gilis Ny Cormyk, therefore, taking a 
lease from the Earl of Kildare of Corbynne, appears to me proof that, 
however unjustly, she had been "put awaie" by the unscrupulous 
savi^, and was 1^ the people of that generation considered in the same 
light as a widow with us. 

"Fiom ike statement of Father Good, in 1566, a century later than 
Edward lY/s time, we learn that even at that time in Ireland marriage 
was neither sacred nor certain, " the husband taking another wife, and 
the wife another husband," to the truth of which I have given abundant 
evidence; and Sir Thomas of Desmond's period carries us back (as I 
have just remarked) to nearly a century of earlier barbarism. 

Giving all these circumstances my best consideration, I come to the 
conclusion, that Sir Walter Ealegh's statement, frK>m personal acquaint- 
ance, his leases of some of her jointure lands, emd Fynes Moryson's 
narrative, form a varying, powerful, and concurring body of evidence 
in support of the Old Countess's age having been about 140 years 
(I think it likely to have been more), which is not shaken by our 
finding that in 1505, twenty-two years after the death of Edward IV., 
Sir Thomas of Desmond's first wife, GDis Ny Cormyk, was living, and 
took a lease of lands for five years from the Earl of Kildare ; for we also 
find that at a much later period than Sir Thomas Desmond's,' marriage 
in Ireland had no certainty in its nature or continuance among any class, 
high or low. We have only to instance two in the reign qf Elizabeth: 
Mr. Eoche, of Dunderrow (in the county of Cork), " who first married 
Katherine Gallwey, and, putting her awaie, married EUys Younge." 
Then we have this declaration in the will of Sir Cormace Mac Teige, 
Knight (also of Cork county), dated June 16th, 1583 : — " And I protest 
before God that Ellyn Barrett was, at the time I wed her, and before, 
the lawful wife of James Fitz Morrice." This (I again notice) is one 
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hundred yean, exactly, later than Edward lY.'s death, in whose reign 
Sir Walter Ralegh states that our Countess was married. Likewise we 
haye the proof that Sir Thomas of Desmond had inherited lands which 
passed to his successors of the earldom, in the harony of Xyerrycounyhe, 
of which haiony Gorhynne forms a part; and it hecomes most impro- 
hahle that, if Oilis Ny Cormyk had held her rightM position, as Lady 
Desmond, she would hare taken any lease ; or that the Earl of Kildare 
would not haye required the lease to haye heen taken hy Sir Thomas, 
or at least would haye made him a party in it. 

In 1542, being 69 years after the death of Edward lY., and in the 
33rd year of Henry Vlll.'s reign, the Irish Parliament, in the preamble 
of ''An Act for Marriages," declare that ''marriages haye been brought 
into such a state of uncertaintie that no marriage could be so sure knitte 
and bounden, but it should lye in eyther of the parties powers and ar- 
bitre to proye a precontract, a kindred and allyance, to defeat the same, 
for proof whereof, two witnesses were only required." 

The question, therefore, narrows itself into two points for considera- 
tion. We haye the direct personal knowledge of Sir Walter Bal^h, 
and the equally personal knowledge of the people of Youghal, commu- 
nicated by them to Fynes Moryson, of the extraordinary old age of the 
Countess Katherine of Desmond, published by Sir Walter Ealegh and 
by Pynes Moryson during their respectiye liyes, separate, but concur- 
ring eyidences. The Countess died in 1604. Sir Walter published his 
work in 1614, and Fynes Moryson his in 1617 (the year before Sir 
Walter's death). Both works, consequently, were addressed to the 
Countess's liying contemporaries, and no contradiction or doubt was 
eyer expressed by those competent by their knowledge to haye 
done so. And in 1623, Lord Bacon, in his "Historia Yit® et 
Mortis," copies Fynes Moryson's statement, that "the Countess of 
Desmond liyed to her 140th year," as an accepted fact — " they say for 
certain." 

Among the leases granted by Sir Walter Balegh, one dated 20th 
July, 1688, is to John Cleyer. The tenant's original counterpart was 
copied by the Bey. Samuel Hayman, and in it is this passage : — "And 
from and after the decease of the Ladie Cattel3m old Countesse Dowager 
of Desmond, widowe." The copy of another lease, dated the 1st Fe- 
bruary, 1589, to Bobert Beye, and Alice, his wife, is among the muni- 
ments of Lord Fonsonby, now the owner of the manor of Inchiquin, and 
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has a similar passage: — ''Tieldinge and paying therefore yearly, from 
and after the decease of y* Lady Cattelyn mdde Gonntess Dowager of 
Desmond, widdoue." 

From their varying orthography, these deeds appear to have b^n 
drawn up by different lawyers ; but each designates the Countess as 
'' the old, or oulde Countess," implying that her unusually advanced 
age m£de her an object, as such, of public notoriety ; so much, indeed, 
as in these legal documents to be equally designated from her time of 
life as from her rank in nobility. And in both deeds the expectation 
is expressed that her life would not extend to 1593, when, if she had 
deceased, the rents were to be doubled Believing, as I do, that in 1588 
she was at least 124 years old, the designation and expectation were 
reasonable. B^ if, as our sceptics would have it, she was then only 
88^ is there the slightest probability that in legal documents lawyers 
would have inserted " Old, or Oulde," to identify her equally with 
Countess ? or, would they have calculated that she was not Hkely to 
live five years " from the date hereof?" 

Considering this a body of concurring evidence not to be disputed, 
we are then caUed on to account for the fact, that in 1505, twenty-two 
years after the death of Edward IV., Gilis Ny Cormyk, Sir Thomas of 
Desmond's first wife, was aHve, and took a lease of lands for five years 
frt)m the Earl of Kildare. 

In answer to this, I contend I have shown that, during Sir Thomas 
of Desmond's lifetime, and for a hundred years after Edward lY.'s 
death, the marriage tie had no security for its permanence in Ireland ; 
but, to use the words of the Act of Parliament of 1542, " it should lye 
in eyther of the parties power and arbitre" to dissolve it. Abundant 
proof has been given that it was of common occurrence among all classes, 
that the wife's relatives took no a£&ont at her being ''put awaie ;" nor 
did the putter awaie find any difiiculty in obtaining her successor 
among the highest ranks of nobility, the new wife apparently being 
content to take her chance of keeping a firmer gripe on the matrimonial 
ring than her discarded predecessor had done. 

Here, then, in my opinion, is the solution of the question : — The 
custom and license in Ireland in Sir Thomas of Desmond's period 
sanctioned a man in ''putting awaie" his wife and taking imto himself 
another and another (as in the instance of the Earl of Clanricarde, who 
had three wives living at the time of his death; but was succeeded in 

p 
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the earldom by a son of the first wife, repudiated though she had been), 
the incoming bride equally subject to the same contingency. And 
that, acting as his neighbours, Sir Thomas did, in the reign of King 
E4ward IV., " put awaae" his first wife, Gilis Ny Cormyk, and marry 
his cousin, Kathrin Eitz (herald, who, retaining her gripe on the old 
sarage, became Countess of Desmond, A. D. 1529; widow, 15S4; and died 
at her Castle of Inchiquin, 1604, at the age of about 140 years. 



NUMISMATIC CRUMBS. 



L— THE ROYAL ACADEMY TURNER MEDAL, 

Drawn and designed by D. Miolisb, R. A. ; engraved by Leonard C. Wyow, of Her 

Majesty's Mint. Size, two indies and one eighth. 

This medal, the result of the combined efforts of two such distingiiished 
artists, is splendidly and gorgeously beautifcil. The obverse presents a 
profile portrait of the great painter, drawn by Maclise, a Sir Thomas 
Lawrence likeness, which those who knew him recognise as Turner, seen 
under the most favourable aspect 

Inscription — 

"Joseph Malloed "William Tuknbk, R. A., 

Mt. 1775. Oh. 1851. 

D. Macuse, R. a., Des. 

L. C. Vyow, FeeJ' 

The reverse seems designed to symbolize Turner's powers, and more 
particularly two qualities that he possessed in a larger degree than any 
painter who has ever lived, colour and aerial perspective. In the fore- 
ground the youthfiil artist is represented on the green sward ; his right 
arm rests on the capital of a column, on part of which a lizard is repre- 
sented to denote the south of Europe, and especially Italy, where some 
of his principal works were composed. He is looking up with intense 
observation on " the bow in the doud," on which three lovely females, 
breathing in bronze, in gracefully varied attitudes, recline, who repre- 
sent the three colours of the rainbow. Such a celestial bevy have never 
appeared upon a medal, and, but for the comparatively massy support of 
the student on earth, would rather overbalance the picture. Combined, 
the figures form what in architecture is termed ''a reversed arch,'' the 
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perfection of security. The projecting figure of the student creates a 
lengthened perspective, stretching across a sea, at whose extremity the 
setting sun is dipping in his transitory course ; the edge of the ocean is 
studded with splendid buildings, and closed with lofty receding moun- 
tains — a Claude Lorraine picture. 

In this medal we have also a gratifying proof of that decided supe- 
riority which the English school of medal engraving maintains oyer 
those of the Continent. No living engraver, whose works have reached 
England, from Paris, Brussels, Munich, Berlin, or Eome, could execute 
a bust, still less a reverse, such as the Turner Medal presents. Under 
the first Napoleon the French engravers most justiy looked down on aU 
Europe, until Thomas Wyon's Manchester Pitt medal in 1813, with 
thirteen figures on the reverse, raised England to at least the height of 
Gkdle, Andrien, and Dros's finest works. That elevation has continued 
increasing, while, to the deep regret of every lover of the Fine Arts, Con- 
tinental engraving has gradually sunk. Louis Philippe's engravers 
rioted in gigantic, miserable imbecilities. And at the present the Paris 
mint^delights^only in reverse inscriptions, while their busts of the Em- 
peror mustfincline him to exclaim, " Oh, save me from my Mends !" 
The only fine portraits of Napoleon in. and his lovely Empress are by 
an Englifth engraver, Leonard Charles Wyon, on the London medal, 
published by Messrs. Hunt and Eoskell : Parisians have frequentiy ac- 
knowledged this to me, on seeing it. 

In this union on the Turner Medal of Maclise's design and Wyon's 
engraving, while the latter is indebted to the Eoyal Academician for a 
composition whose beauty and difficulty tested to its utmost the powers 
of the graver, the painter will have to thank the engraver for a record 
of his powers, wh^i the canvass on which his finest paintings now rest 
will have crumbled into dust. The painter who promised Napoleon L 
the immortality of his canvass, when questioned as to the years he was 
giving, said proudly, " possibly six hundred." But if we look to a few 
only of the melancholy statements by Dr. "Waagen of the drawbacks on 
almost all the pictures that he describes, " damaged," *' spoiled by 
cleaning," "the paint begins to fall off," " painted over," "very dirty," 
" shadows become black," &c., we rarely find a painting perfect half 
" six hundred years." Apelles was " the king's portrait painter" to 
Alexander the Great, " who issued an edict that he permitted Apelles 
only to take his portrait, persuaded, says Cicero, that the glory of so 
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great a painter would transmit his own to posterity." Alexander died 
324 B. C, and history is silent as to the immortalitj of his portraits by 
Apelles. But see the durability of coins and medals. A Mend trar 
yelling in Syria, about four years ago, came upon a hoard of about fifty 
gold coins of Alexander the Great, and his father, Philip of Macedon, 
which had just been dug up, and evidently, when buried, had never 
been in circulation. My friend bought the whole find, and four of 
them He before me, exquisite in workmanship, and with all the gloss 
of a sovereign coined yesterday. Belying on the immortality which 
Apelles was to secure for him, Alexander, we may feel assured, Httle 
thought of that other record which his engraver has perpetuated to our 
days— a duration of 2184 years, and which may be said to be now only 
just entering into actual visible life, and who dare say when its exist- 
ence may close? The British Museum, tonong its Syracusan medal- 
lions, has one as perfect in condition as if iresh. from the die, and ad- 
mirably well struck, the bust of a goddess (conjecture differs in her 
appropriation), quite Egyptian in character and aspect, which, from the 
form of some of the letters of the inscription, cannot have been struck 
later than 400 years B. 0., and may have been much earlier. On ano- 
ther medallion in the British Museum, equally fine in condition, when 
the workmanship had attained its highest excellency, about 250 B. C, 
the name of the engraver, JSwion, is on the dolphin floating below the 
bust ; and I have a smaller Syracusan coin, with the engraver's namoy 
JSuclides, in the field of the coin. 
March 3, 1860. 



II.— PATTERN FOR THE NEW BRONZE COINAGE, 1860, 
By Leonard Chables Wtom, of Her Majesty's Mint 

In the House of Commons, on the 5th August, 1 859, the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer (Mr. Gladstone) obtained a vote for £10,000, for carry- 
ing out a new coinage, to replace the copper money at present in circu- 
lation. He said, ^' the metal proposed to be used for the new coins was 
bronze; it contained four parts of tin and one of zinc, to ninety-five 
parts copper, which was increased in hardness by the alloy." 

It is necessary to keep this '' increased hardness'' in recollection, 
the consequence being that the reUe/oftiie new money had to be greatly 
lowered from all our copper coinages since 1797. 
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la tha ML of the year, on her Majesty's return from Scotland, Mr, 
Im C' Wjon, haying been directed to prepare a pattern coin, obtained 
the Queen's permission to wait on her Majesty at Osborne, to model the 
portrait, was honoured by three sittings, and, having executed l^e model 
to the Boyal satis&ction, he engraved a pattern coin, which, on being 
submitted to the Queen, received her Majesty's most gracious appro- 
bation. 

This pattern, which is not quite one inch and two eighths of an inch 
in diameter, has on the obverse her Majesty's bust, nearly filling the 
field of the coin ; and, speaking for myself, but for the wreath of laurel 
to which on modem sovereigns I have always objected, and more par- 
ticularly when our ruler is a Queen, this head to me would be perfec- 
tion. At length we have a portrait of the Queen which every one must 
feel assured is the living, loving likeness of the Sovereign of a mighty 
empire ; the earnest, commanding dignity of the Queen, and the ma- 
tronly kindness of the mother, with the most exquisite delicacy and 
highest finish of medal engraving. Yet truly it is art veiled by nature. 
The drapery on the shoulder is diapered with the national emblems of 
the Eose, Thistle, and Shamrock. 

Ifueription — 

" YicTOBiA D. G. Brit. Keg. F. D." 

On the reverse we have Britannia seated on a rock in the sea, 
hehneted ; her left hand upholding the trident, her right resting on a 
shield bearing the union crosses. In the distance (to the spectator's 
right) is a ship under full sail, on the other verge of the horizon a 
lighthouse, '' illustrating the beneficence of practical science, well car- 
ried out, for the good of the country she rules over and all seafaring 
mankind, T. D. A." The ship and the lighthouse, artistically ba- 
lancing each other, with Britannia as a centre, combine in forming a 
very beautiful composition, minutely and admirably engraved. 

Inscription — 

"One Penny, 1860." 
May I, 1860. 



POSTSCKIPT. 

Sad to say, "a change came o*er the scene," and the portrait 
modelled from the Royal features, and which had received her Majesty's 
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approbation, was laid aside ; so, when the new bronze coinage was is- 
sued, we found our beloved Queen, who had happily reigned over us for 
twenty-three years, represented on it as a damsel in about the twentieth 
year of her age. Loud and universal was the feeling of surprise and 
disapprobation expressed by the public at this personal anachronism ; 
but more keenly was it felt by those who had seen ^' the Sovereign her^ 
self'' on the pattern. If the authorities had given the subject a mo« 
ment's consideration, they must have known that the British Empire 
value their Queen for the qualities of her head and heart, and not for 
her outward appearance ; while at the same time they do highly value a 
faithfdl portrait of the Queen as the actual and visible embodiment of 
those excellencies which, as a sovereign, a wife, and a mother, have won 
their reverential love. 

The obverse inscription was slightiy altered by an additional t : — 
"Victoria D. G. BritL Eeg. F. D." 



m.~MEDAL OF SIR DAVID WILKIE, B. A., 
Engraved for the London Art Union, by Leonard Chables Wtoh. 

The Art Union waited very patiently three years for this medal of 
WilMe ; and now tiiat they have it they may justiy say, that he would 
have been cheap at six years. The head of the great painter is an exqui- 
site engraving, from its clean, high finish and expression. In any of the 
portraits that I have seen of Sir David Wilkie there has not been the 
deep mental power given to the eye on the medal. The reverse is a 
wonder for the world ; it is a Teniers of first-rate excellence on copper. 
I have carefully compared the medal with a very fine impression of the 
first engraving of '* The Village Politicians," by Eaimback; the medal 
is, at least, quite equal in the disputant laying down the law, and de- 
cidedly superior in the two opponents in the rear ; in actuality of life 
and intensity of passion I know of nothing to compare them with but 
one of a totally different feeling, the mother in the sea upholding 
her child above the waves, in the late William Wyon, E. A*'s, Liver- 
pool shipwreck medal. Each exemplifies to the utmost the opposite 
but ruling sensations of the moment — ^maternal love, political bitter- 
ness. 

January 22, 1862. 
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IV. PBIZE MEDAL OF THE INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AT LONDON, 

1862, 

Designed by Damibl Maousb, R. A. ; engrayed by Leonard Chablbs Wyon, of Her 
Majesty*! Mint The Medal is strack only in bronze, diameter three inches. 

The obverse presents a superb wreath of oak, within which is inscribed, 
'' 1862, Londini, honoris causa." 

The reverse pourtrays and illustrates the combined labours of our 
great painter's design and its admirable reproduction by our splendid 
engraver's burin. On a dais raised six eighths of an inch from the edge of 
the medal, Britannia is seated in a richly ornamented chair, her left 
hand resting on her shield and sword, holding in it an oHve branch, 
her right hand, in which is a wreath, resting on her right knee. The 
arms of Britannia are models of contrasted beauty, the exquisite retiring 
grace of the right, the soft, rounded voluptuousness of the left ; and not 
less lovely is the pose of the whole figure, combining truth of nature 
with ease and beauty of outline. Immediately in front is a kneeling 
figure, her two hands filled with com and fruits, which she offers for 
acceptance to Britannia; this personage represents ''Eaw Produce." 
To her right and directly in front is '^ Manufacture," a female display- 
ing a roll of rich embroidery, herself wearing elaborate necklaces and 
bracelets, and by her side are a profusion of articles of vertUy chalices, 
&c., of surprisingly minute and finished workmanship. Behind these 
two figures, and rising above them, is a strongly bodied lassie, represent- 
ing ^^ Machinery," upholding in her left hand a screw press, and resting 
her right on a wheel and other articles of machinery. Toward these 
her votaries Britannia bends gracefully, her countenance benignly and 
encouragingly considerate ; each having a varied aQd characteristic ex- 
pression : Manufacture modestly submissive. Produce anxiously, and 
Machinery hopefully earnest; while on all Mr. MacHse has lavished ex- 
quisite and appropriate personal beauty, which has not been lessened 
in passing through Mr. "Wyon's classic hands. 

Behind the chair of Britannia are grouped three lovely females, per- 
sonifying Painting, Architecture, and Sculpture: nearest to us is 
Painting, leaning low on the chair of Britannia, absorbed in the observa- 
tion of all that is before her ; next is Architecture, with a building 
resting on her arm, cheerfully confident ; and beyond her is Sculpture, 
thoughtfully considering her subject ; while stretched at full length in 
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front of the whole group, and occupying all the space, is a magnificent 
lion, haying under his fore paws the trident of Britannia, assuredly in 
safe keeping : perfectly quiescent in attitude, hut intensely and watch- 
fallj aUye, and readj for a powerful spring, he realizes Gray's suhlime 
vision of the whirlwind, 

^ That hiuhed t» grim repose expects his evening prey.** 

Below is inscrihed : — 

" D. Maclise, R. a., Des. L. C. Wton, Fee." 

With the acknowledged advance which the Exhihition of 1862 is 
proved to have over that of 1851, and with 7000 medals to he dispersed 
over the four quarters of the glohe, it is gratifying to know that these 
prizes are considered, by those who are to receive them, valuable as 
works of art, as well as testimonials of success. Among the distin- 
guished foreigners and natives who composed the brilliant ceremonial 
of announcing the decisions of the juries, on Friday, the 11th July, 
1862, 100 of these medals were presented by the Royal Commissioners, 
and elicited from them high approval and admiration. 

August 1, 1862. 



v.— MEDAL FOR THE ROYAL NATIONAL INSTITUTION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF UFE FROM SHIPWRECK. 

Obvebse. — Bust of Queen Yictoria, her locks graceftilly waving, and 
gathered in a knot behind, from which issues a wreath of oak, cluster- 
ing over the forehead. This life-like portrait of our Sovereign, in high 
relief, conveys a truly pleasing and faithful resemblance of her Majesty 
at this period of her life ; combining dignity of aspect, and benevolence 
of nature ; represented by Mr. Leonard Charles "Wyon with the most 
exquisite finish, delicacy, and beauty of workmanship. 

Inscription — 
'* Royal National Life-boat Listitution; founded, 1824; incorporated, 

1860; ViCTOKiA, Patroness." 

Revebse (engraved by the late William Wyon, R. A.). — ^A life-boat, 
in which are three sailors rescuing a fourth frt)m the sea, is a work 
of superlative merit. Two of the sailors are steadying the boat, while 
the other, stooping, draws in the shipwrecked mariner, whose figure is 
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given 80 as to show the form in the most natural and beautiful manner ; 
and the expression thrown into his countenance, looking up to his 
preserver, is unrivalled by any thing that I have ever seen ; while the 
easy flowing lines of this sailor are finely contrasted by those of his com- 
panions, the whole displaying the most perfect knowledge of the human 
firame, the finest taste to arrange it, and a command of the graver to 
embody to us what the artist's bright genius had shadowed out to 
himself. 

Inscription — 

** Let not the deep swallow me up." 

September 1, 1862. 



yi.~MABBIAGE MEDALS OF THEIR ROTAL HIGHNESSES THE PRINCE 

AND PRINCESS OF WALES^ 

Engraved hy Lbonard Chabues Wton, of Her Majesty's Mint 

These medals are of two sizes, the larger now before us is 2^ inches in 
diameter, and presents their Eoyal Highnesses' profile portraits side by 
side, the Prince's outermost, with a considerably increased relief from 
that of the Princess, by which, and by also keeping back the bust of his 
Eoyal Highness, breadth and depth of effect have been gained, and the 
complete portrait of the Princess is obtained, the profile of the Prince 
only passing over the ear of his bride. The features of his Boy^ High- 
ness appear a compound of those of the Houses of Hanover and Goburgh. 
His nose is that of her Majesty ; and the lower part of the face reminds 
rather of George III., the upper portion that of the late Prince Consort. 
The hair is arranged in the most graceful and varied masses, the whis- 
kers and moustache indicated with much delicacy ; the whole outhne 
has all the softness seen in nature, and the general effect is that of qui- 
escent attention and thought. 

The bust of the Princess is more simple, and equally though dif- 
ferently effective. The locks are combed backward, and leave the 
splendid forehead visible ; the nose nearly Grecian ; an observant eye, 
closed lips, rendered with the most exquisite softness of life, and from 
which, though the upper is quietly resting on the under, we are tempted 
to fancy we hear their passing utterance. The line of junction of the 
throat with the head, so difficult to delineate, is sweetly and faithfully 
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given ; and altogther the portrait indicates a Frincess, equally by nature 
as by birth and station. 

The Inscription is — 

''Albert Edward, Prince of Wales;" ''Alexandra, Princess of 
Wales ;" and below the bust—" Hunt and EoskeU 2>. L. C. Wyon FJ' 

The reverse has a shield, charged with the armorial bearings of the 
bridegroom and bride, surmounted with a coronet, and the Prince's 
plume of three feathers, and his motto — "Ich Dien:" his portion of 
the shield is mantled with a wreath of roses ; and that of the Princess 
of lilies; below scroll-work, inscribed — "March 10, 1863." 

The diameter of the second medal is 1^ inch. The arrangement of 

the obverse the same, the workmanship equally beautiful. The reverse 

has the Prince of Wales* Plume within a wreath of roses and lilies. 

Inscription — 

"March 10, 1863." 
Corky April 14, 1863. 



VII.— MEDAL OF THE ELECTOR PALATINE, 
Son-in-law to James I., whose daughter Elizabeth he married, Febmaiy 14, 1613. 

I WAS lately shown a medal in gold of this Prince, set in the same metal 
(value, as fine gold, about six pounds), in an enamelled wreath of green 
laurel. At the four points of the compass an enamelled ornament, 
black. 

Obveese.— Bust, laurated, in armour, with a falling ruff. 

Inscription — 

" Fbidebictts, D. G. Kex Bohe: Elect. Palat*' 

Beneath the busir-" S. D. K, 1617." 

Bevebse. — ^A crowned lion, couchant, in his right paw a sceptre 
held upright ; the left paw resting on a globe, surmounted by a cross. 
Over the lion, a crown lowered by three hands from the clouds, and 
guided by two hands, descending on the royal animal. The medal has 
high relief, good work, apparently " cast and repaired." At this period 
it was coiomon, instead of raising a medal by striking it in the dies, to 
cast it in a mould, and finish it with the graver ; this class of medals 
is termed " cast and repaired," and they sometimes display great beauty 
of workmanship. 

Corky June 8, 1863. 
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y III.^" CONSIDERATION AS TO THE MEDIUM OF THE MONETABT 
TRANSACTIONS RECORDED IN THE BIBLE.** 

IThdxb the above heading, in the second volimie of the '' 011a Fodrida,*' 
pages 14-19, I showed by passages extracted from the Old Testament 
"that all the pecuniary transactions recorded in Holy Writ, from 
Genesis to Kalachi, refer entirely to metal in bullion, which was weighed 
from the purchaser to the seller." 

I find that I omitted one very striking passage, Isaiah, chapter 
zxziii., verse 18. 

On the invasion of Judea by Sennacherib, Hezekiah, to avert his 
wrath, had paid the Assyrian King the tribute he required, 300 talents 
of silver, and 30 talents of gold, which having received, Sennacherib 
faithlessly continued his aggression until his army was miraculously 
destroyed. 

Isaiah's prophecy looks forward to the feeling of the Jews after they 
had been delivered from the Assyrians :— 

'' Thine heart shall reflect on the past terror : 
Where is he now, the accomptant ? where, the weigher of tribute f 
Where is he that numbered the towers ?" 

(Bishop Lowth's Translation: London, 1779, page 84.) 

Genesis, chapter xxxvii., verse 28 : — 

*' And they drew and lifted up Joseph out of the pit, and sold Joseph 
to the Ishmeelites for twenty (pieces) of silver/' 

Extract from Bishop Hall's Sermon : — 

'' The Best Bargaine, preached to the Court, at Theobalds, on Sun- 
day, September 21, 1623" (London: printed by Miles Flesher, 1647, 
page 476) : — 

'' There is many a good thing ill sold. Esau sells his birth-right for 
pottage : Hanun and Sheckem sell their country for love : Balilah sells 
her lover for a bribe : the Fatriarehs sell their brother for twenty silver 
rings. All these make an ill market : and in aU it is a sure role, the 
better the commodity is, the more pernicious is the sale." 

From the information that has been derived from Egyptian tombs, 
it appears that their currency was thick rings of metal (see Taylor's 
** Illustrations of the Bible, from Wilkinson ;" see also Hoskins, 
pages 330, 335), similar to one species of Irish ring money. With 
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this Bishop Hall's statement agrees ; but I ahonld very much like to 
know how he obtained his information. 

Sir William Betham has shown in his work on Irish ring money, 
that it was based or graduated on a scale or division of twelve grains. 
At page 17 of the second volume of " 011a Podrida," I gave the weight 
of seven pieces of silver ring money (in which metal it is very rare), all 
of which divided by 12 without a fraction. 

On the 18th of May, 1854, I was shown four pieces of gold ring 
money, part of the immense find at Limerick ; their weights were — 
No. 1. 368 grains, which, by 12, divides into 30^, and 2 grains over. 
2. 624 „ „ 62. 

3* 666 „ „ 55^ 

4. 816 „ „ 68 



IX.— COIN OF THE EMPRESS ELIZABETH OF RUSSIA, 
Strack for circulation in Pmssia. 

The coronation of the present King of Prussia, at Koningsberg, natu- 
rally called the attention of the public press to Prussia and its antece- 
dent history, in the course of which it was stated that, in the war 
which Frederick the Great had to sustain against France, Austria, and 
Eussia, the latter power obliged aU the inhabitants of that part of 
Prussia occupied by the Russian army to take an oath of allegiance to 
the Empress Elizabeth. This accounts for the striking of a small coin 
which I have, and which we may presume was circulated in those parts 
of Prussia conquered by Eussia. It is very base bullion, weighing 48 

grains. 

Obvebse. — Bust of the Empress, similar to that on the Eussian 

coinage. 

Inscription — 

" Elisabi. D. G. Imp. Tot. Euss." 
Eevebse. — The Prussian (single-headed) eagle ; on its breast, 

" VI." within an escutcheon. 
Inscription — 

"Moneta Eegini Pruss. 1761." 
This coin, we may presume, was to supersede one of similar circu- 
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• 

latmg yalue of Frederick's equally base bullion, and weighing 40 grains. 

It has— 

Obtebsb — Crowned bust of the King. 

Inser^tfon — 

" FsiDEBictrs Borussorum Bex." 

Bbtkbse. — ^Two shields, each bearing the Prussian eagle beneath 

a crown, under which is '' YI. ;" and below the shields, " C." 

''Moneta Argentia, 1757.' 



>> 



THE UTE MR. RICHARD LYSTER. 



The following notices of the demise of this lamented gentleman, written 
evidently by friends long and intimately acquainted with him, I reprint, 
as a very slight testimony of the regard I entertained for a most amiable 
man, and a highly-gifted artist :— - 

\_From the Cork Daily Herald^ Srd August, 1863.] 

'' It is a sad thing, at any time, to record the loss from amongst us of a 
man of worth ; but it is doubly so when the man was not merely a man 
of worth in the ordinary sense, but one gifted with every quality that 
could claim our admiration and love. Such a man was Mr. Bichard 
Lyster, who, after a short illness, died on Saturday last at his residence 
in Cove-street. His death produces a vacancy not only in the hearts of 
those immediately related to him, but in the hearts of everyone who had 
the good fortune to be amongst his acquaintances. To know him was 
to love him and respect him. "With a big heart and winning suavity of 
manner he united a vigorous intellect, and a wit that dazzled and de- 
lighted everyone who came within its range. In a word, he was an ex- 
cellent man, and a man of undoubted genius. His life is the life of 
many other men of genius— large capacity of intellect, marred a good 
deal in its development by a feeble constitution ; yet not so much in his 
case as to prevent him leaving behind him many beautifril and original 
works, that place him in the first rank as an artist Love of art in some 
men is awakened by external causes, such as education, favourable cir- 
cumstances, and so forth ; but in his case it was a bright flame arising 
out of his very nature, and illumining his every word and act. At an 
early age it showed itself in a most decided way. At school his slates 
and copy-books were all converted into sketch-books. So strong was the 
current of his mind towards art, that his master sensibly recognised it ; 
and, in place of hammering Greek and Latin verbs into his head, he 
kindly gave him a room to himself where he might pursue his own 
* sweet fancies* undisturbed. But circumstances prevented his friends 
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from encouraging him to follow art as a profession; and lie was taken 
from school, and sent to business at the establishment of Mr. Michael 
Moiphy. Here again, however, the flame broke out ; and in place of 
waiting on the customers, to farther the sales, he considered them aU as 
models from which to make innumerable sketches. When customers 
were not forthcoming, he then turned to the window and sketched the 
passers-by. This was done so cleyerly that, with a gay winning manner 
to back it, he was soon looked up to by all his shopfellows as one su- 
perior to them by his wonderM power. At last his employer, Mr. 
Murphy, saw some of his drawings; and, being a man of excellent taste 
and good heart, he at once perceived their merit, and generously ex- 
erted himself in putting the young artist on the right road to success, 
and encouraged him to go to Eome for a course of study. This was a 
glorious opportunity ; and to Eome he went, where he remained five 
years, drinking in knowledge and inspiration from the works of the great 
masters. If Eome was to him a sort of Paradise, he was to the resident 
artists there like a dash of sunshine across their Hves. Hogan, the great 
sculptor, mentions him in one of his letters home at this period as quite 
* a godsend to all the fellows in Eome.' And we can well &ncy this 
being so, if we think of him as he then was — ^the gay, fresh yoong 
student, friU of enthusiasm for his art, abounding in bright wit and 
ceaseless humour; and, above all, gifted with a delicious tenor voice, 
that never frdled to produce a sort of speU upon his hearers. At this 
time he made some copies from Titian, Guide, and others, that were 
highly thought of by those about him. One of these — a beautiM copy 
of Ghiido's* ' Crucifixion' — can still be seen adorning the Church of St. 
Francis, in this city. But Eome, with all its delightfiil sources of im- 
provement to the student, has, at one period of the year, a fever, which, 
though seldom fatal, often leaves behind it the seeds of future delicacy. 
This, unfortunately, was the experience of Lyster. He not only suffered 
from the fever, but from that time date the long years of intermittent 
suffering that robbed his life of half its natural strength. On his return 
home, his health was stiU more undermined by his passing through the 
famine fever of *47. It was not possible, however, for any amount of 
sickness to take from him his delightM buoyancy of spirit. His ill health 
seemed only to increase his good humour, however he may have felt in 
reality. When he settled in Cork, he devoted much of his time to portraits, 
and for years he has made the public &miliar with his name by a long 
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series of beautiful works of this kind. But, though excellent in portraits, 
he had a greater capacity than is generally required in such work — 
having high inyentive power and a rich imagination. These enabled 
him in the feico of much physical suffering to produce some of the most 
original pictures in modem art, besides a vast number of pencil draw- 
ings teeming with character and humour. For the last year or two he 
was productive and happy in his subjects. Amongst them may be men- 
tioned a painting of the Baron of Grogswig, from a scene in Dickens's 
' Nicholas Nickleby.' The reckless baron, seated before a blazing log 
in his old Gothic hall, through which falls the weird moonshine, is 
tempted by the fiend to suicide, as the only surcease from all the Uls of 
life. The baron, half consenting, fills a goblet of wine to drink a part- 
ing toast to all care. He drinks, and stretches the goblet out, the purple 
wine flashing in the firelight When, lo ! a pleasant spirit fills his soul, 
and the generous wine exorcises the ghastly fiend of suicide. This 
picture is one of great promise, particularly in the colooiing, which has 
a wonderfril glow in it, like the subdued * purple splendour* of the Ehine 
wine that fills the Baron's soul with pleasant thoughts. Another picture 
of the time was one that excited the admiration of all critics, when ex- 
hibited in Dublin some years ago. It was an illustration of Lover's 
pretty ballad, ' Mother, he's going away.' The beauty and charming 
ncCiveti of poor JSTeU, who sits weeping at her wheel for her lover's de- 
parture, elevated the picture into a perfect idyll of poetic art. Then 
came a similar picture of the Fisherman's Betum in the ' Dawn of the 
Morning ;' and that wonderful one of * The Cobbler,' which has, no 
doubt, delighted many of our readers when on exhibition some time 
ago. These are only a few of Mr. Lyster's works, just mentioned, to 
bring back to memory the many similar works which have delighted 
the public for years. He has left on the easel a few works, which to 
any less critical taste than his own would appear perfectiy finished, 
but to which he intended to devote a few days more of that revision 
which all true artists love so much to give to the children of their 
brain. Independent of the deep interest that attached to these pictures 
as the last works of his hand, there is a cahn mastery about them that 
shows how his life's experience in art was mellowing into perfection. 
We have only space to give the names of two, viz., * The Cluricaun,' 
and an illustration of Tennyson's ' Mariana.' The latter, though very 
simple in design, has a witchery about it that is irresistible. K'o one 

Or 
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ran look at these works without a profound sense of the painter's genius, 
and a regret that he, with all his heautifnl power of creating such hvelj 
things, should have so soon passed away* But the affection of his 
chest, that was always troubling him through life, suddenly took a 
fiital turn in consequence of the shock he received in the death of his 
cousin, the Bev. George Brenan, with whom he had always resided, and 
for whom he entertained the affection of a son. Thus ends our slight 
sketch of his artist life. But a pleasant volume might be written of 
tills gifted man, as seen from other points of view ; for, like all men of 
genius, he was the reverse of narrow-minded, and he impressed every 
one with the beUef that, had he devoted himself to the special study of 
literature, or the cultivation of music, he would still have been emi- 
nently successfbl. Although he never pretended to be a scholar in the 
academic sense of the word, yet his judgment of books was singularly 
just and searching. . His letters were as original as his pictures, and 
have dashes of point and humour through them which Front or Sidney 
Smith might envy. As fnr his musical gifts, no words in cold black 
and white could give any idea of the spell he could weave around a room, 
whilst singing one of the melodies of his native country, orthose strains 
of a Southern land that brought back the sunny memories of old Bome. 
Those who have heard him in his own studio, when after his day's work 
and in the evening light he sat down to finish the day with a song, will 
long remember those hours as a sort of delightful dream. His love of 
talent in any form was so deep, that even in discussion he would wince 
with delight when his opponent would make a happy hit. If he hated 
anjrthing, it was mean vice in all shapes; and, next to that, impertinent 
stupidity. He often said that ' a foolish friend was worse than a wise 
enemy.' With all his large experience and splendid abilities, he never 
had a symptom of that miserable pride which is so characteristic of 
narrow-minded men, or men who have their intellects in their purses. 
A beautiful child, a hearty laugh, a witty retort — anything brave and 
honest — ^would set him trembling with delight He had a deep reve- 
rence for heart, talent, or goodness, wherever they were to be found. 
Cork may well be proud of such a man. To his immediate friends his 
loss is irreparable; but he will remain in their hearts like the memory 
of a bright summer day/' 

Edwabd Shiel. 
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llirom the Cork Examiner^ Monday, Srd August, 1863.] 

"A hasty line in our impression of Saturday announced the death of 
this most gifted artist. But we cannot suffer the termination of Eichard 
Lyster's career to pass without a few words of more particular notice. 
For those who have only known of the artistic talents which seemed to 
promise him a place amongst the illustrious ones of our city had hut a 
half knowledge of the man. He was one of those singularly endowed 
beings whose sympathies are universal, and whose powers are so varied, 
that we seem to think with each manifestation of a new talent that here 
at last we have discovered the specialty. JS'or was his character less 
remarkable, inasmuch as there was in it a concealed force, a childlike 
enjoyment of life, and a consistent amiability, that are rarely seen com- 
bined. Eew that met Eichard Lyster in the glow of social intercourse 
could fancy that his life for more than ten years has been passed in the 
incessant presence of death. He was perfectly conscious that the * fell 
sergeant' was waiting in his antechamber, •end that the hand was ever 
raised to make the ' stem arrest.' 

" When a young lad, he was placed in one of the large commercial 
houses of the city, and there a tall, slender youth was occupied in the 
daily routine of the establishment of Mr. Michael Murphy, now Official 
Assignee of the Insolvent Court. His artistic tendencies, however, were 
such as to render the work of the counting-house distastefal : and far 
more of his time was passed (with the ftdl consent of his kind employer) 
in studying £rom the living model, as found in the porters or in his fel- 
low clerks, than in the, perhaps, more profitable, but less congenial, avo- 
cations of the house. Here his passion for art became so strong, that he 
resolved to devote himself to it exclusively, and he went to Eome to 
complete his education. In that Mecca of the painters he spent five 
years, acquiring by study of immortal originals a thorough acquaintance 
with the highest principles of art. There too, unfortunately, he con- 
tracted the disease which broke down his constitution, and rendered the 
remainder of his life a protracted wrestle with death. For each of five 
years that he spent in Eome, he was attacked with malaria ; and though 
he recovered, it was only at the expense of a permanent injury to his 
bodily strength. He struggled long to remain in the atmosphere of art, 
but it was too heavily charged with danger, and he was compelled to re- 
treat. On his return to Ireland, he set himself seriously to the exercise 
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of his profession, but unhappily he had brought with him the enemy 
which was destined to baffle his efforts. Scarce had he settled to 
his work than he was attacked most fearfully with hemorrhage of the 
lungs, jfrom which he recovered only as if by a miracle. The most 
anxious care of medical Mends, the tender nurture of near and dear re- 
latives, saved his life, and brought him from utter prostration back to a 
sort of poor simulacrum of health. But at least once, often twice, a 
year, the same dreadful seizure interrupted the course of his life, and 
left him reduced to the lowest degree of feebleness. Thus he lived — if 
such may be called living — for ten years. Under such terrible condi- 
tions he pursued his profession, loving his art for herself, ever aiming at 
a something higher than he had yet reached — always inspired by an ideal 
towards whose attainment he eagerly strained. His conviction was, that 
in proportion as he acquired strength (such strength !) of body, he ap- 
proached nearer to one of the dreadM crises of his disease. And yet the 
man who lived in such belief was the soul of gaiety, the life of every 
company in which he mingled, the companion whose vivacity and wit 
fascinated high and low, the refined and the uneducated, the hard and 
the sympathetic, youth and old age. 

" The success he attained as a painter was, of course, under such dis- 
advantages, sadly below what he might have reached had his physical 
powers been such as to permit of continuous exertion. Yet the abso- 
lute merit of his pictures has been recognised by some of the best 
judges. 'Hi& forte, perhaps, was the blending of humour with a touch 
of refined and delicate sentiment. Those who have seen his * I^elly,* 
after Lover's famous song, his * Cobbler,* or his illustration of the su- 
perstition of the Cluncaun, will understand our meaning. It was only 
of late that he devoted himself to works requiring deeper earnestness of 
feeling and more sustained power. Yet his essays in this direction 
are ftill — and we speak in a spirit utterly devoid of exaggeration — of 
the very highest promise. It is but a few months since he completed 
his ' Agony in the Garden,' and his * Christ bearing the Cross' — ^works 
in which a grand theme is largely, solemnly, and worthily treated. 
The graveyard of the Christian Brothers in this city, which holds the 
dust of Gerald Griffin ; the chapel of the same fraternity has the high- 
est efforts of poor Richard Lyster's spirit. In portraiture Lyster arrived 
at something better than the mere reproduction of a visage upon canvass. 
As he painted nothing which did not afford him delight, so he strove to 
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make everything he worked at in a sense heautifuL Were his subject 
in itself loyely, he delighted to surround it with accessories of loyeli- 
ness ; had he a plain face to deal with, he contriyed to catch that * hap- 
piest period' which is to be found in every human countenance. What 
charming pictures he has painted of Httle girls, surrounded with 
flowers, and enveloped in deHcious landscape ; and how fresh and beau- 
tiful his boys, with ponies and dogs, and such other creatures as boys 
love ! Of every species of work he imdertook he had an ideal, and to 
the uttermost extent of his power he strove for its realization. It is 
pitiful to think that endeavour so honest and loving should have been 
subjected to such constant and miserable interruption, and so sadly and 
prematurely brought to a close. 

'' We do not And it difficult to speak of our poor dead friend in his 
capacity as an artist, though we have probably failed to convey anything 
like a just notion of the capabilities whose development has been unhap- 
pily cut short. But we confess we utterly despair of being able to de- 
scribe or analyze those gifts and qualities which drew men to him as 
with a sort of magnetic attraction. He had indeed one glorious power, 
whose influence is easily comprehensible. He possessed in its perfection 
the gift of song. Better voices may be heard, though even in this re- 
spect he was rarely endowed. But we doubt if ever any one more tho- 
roughly' penetrated the very souls of his hearers. His power of expres- 
sion was marvellous, his appreciation perfect. The most common-plau^e 
trash grew into magical beauty when rendered in his mellow, tender 
tones. Though comparatively uncultivated as a musician, he had an 
intuitive justness of perception which availed more than the most scien- 
tiflc knowledge, and the best eflbrts of a kapellmeister would not har- 
monize so fittingly with his performance as the wild accompaniments he 
used to improvise. With the flutterings of his feeble physical power, the 
lovely voice used come and go ; but even when its capacity was reduced 
to a whisper, the soul which breathed through it could thrill with rap- 
ture or melt to tears. There are people who speak of hearing Moore 
sing his own melodies as the highest enjoyment music could aflbrd. It 
has not been our good fortune to enjoy such a treat ; but those who have 
heard their wonderful pathos, gaiety, and mirth poured from the Hps 
of our poor friend, can scarce believe the meaning of the Irish Melodies 
was ever more magniflcently interpreted. Song, in its perfection, is in 
itself so rare, so exquisite a gift, that, in justice to the majority, it ge- 
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nerelly oomeB alone. With Biohard Lyster it was but one of the attri< 
butes of a mind enriched with almost every power that coiQd fascinate. 
His wit was anbtley ready, charming. It played, it sparkled, it danced 
about you with all the freedom of a sprite, but without a sprite's malice. 
It never wounded. You listened to the quaintest fancies, you heard 
the most comical views of life, of men, of affairs ; you laughed over the 
drollest oonoeits, you were half-interested, half-amused with spoken re- 
veries in a vein which seemed part composed of Touchstone, part of 
Jacfues ; but what never did pain you was a sneer or a sarcasm. There 
would sometimes be an honest laugh at a peculiarity ; there was always 
compassion for a fault. Then the stories ! Who ever told a story like 
Bichard Lyster? Who ever invested the deal frame of a trivial in- 
cident with such gorgeous carving and gilding ? As a rule, one might 
say, the less there was in the incident he told, the more richly did he 
envelop it with flashes of wit, the more profuse was he in graphic and 
humorous description. Every one of his acquaintances regarded a story 
of his as precious, but no one could impart it again to another audience. 
Its charm was no more to be preserved than the perfrime of a flower. 
To give, as Lyster's story, the incidents he told, would be about as just 
as to tie up the violin and score, and say, ' There is Ernest's fantasia.' 
Nay, even a short-hand report of the words employed would be but a 
faint reflex \ the spirit, the voice, the manner, the mobile, animated 
face, the impalpable power of droUery, would be wanting. This gaiety, 
except at odd moments of depression, was capable of resisting the ter- 
rible misfortune of his life. JS'ay, the professional friend who attended 
him, when reduced to apparently the last gasp, has had to stoop his ear 
to the patient's Hps to hear the jest that he had not strength enough to 
utter aloud. He laughed at his own ailments as readily as at any other 
subject. Letters to his friends were often enlivened with pen and ink 
sketches, and there is no subject more frequent in these compositions 
than himself, on his bed of pain. But, though possessing powers which 
could set a company laughing for hours together, Lyster was no mere 
d/roU. His knowledge of literature was not extensive, but so far as it 
went was thorough. As a thinker he was shrewd and original. His 
faculty of observation was remarkable, but curiously characteristic of 
his love of the beautiful and the humorous. He would spend hours of rap- 
ture over a rosebud, expatiating upon the wonder of its growth, the 
perfection of its colour, the harmony of its form ; or he would track a 
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ballad-siDger through the streets, or attend with edified admiration to 
the contests of the fishwomen on the Coal Quay. ' "Witty, thoughtful, 
and gifted, he would listen to the prattle of a beggar's child, and retail 
it all over again with a naive wonder pud glee that was perfectly deli- 
cious to witness. In truth, there was in his character a, fond of beauti- 
ful innocence which constituted its chiefest charm. All his enjoyments 
were refined and elegant, all his thoughts were guileless to an extraor- 
dinary degree, "We linger with affection upon the traits of one whose 
gifts were so lovely, whose character was invested with so much grace. 
It is with deep pain we speak of them as belonging to one whose pre- 
sence will no more delight the friends who regarded him with so much 
affection^ Few have been more deeply cherished ; few, considering the 
sphere in which his lot was cast, have been so widely loved. His life 
was a curious example of eaiety over which a sombre cloud incessantly 
brooded, His:.death, it is believed, was hastened by the stroke of a ca- 
^ lamity which befel him and others. The near relative and the house- 

^ hold companion of the late Eev. George Brenan, grief for the loss of that 

i- most excellent man affected him to an extent that his enfeebled frame 

» was unfitted to bear. But a fortnight had passed after the occurrence 

i of that sad event when he was seized, not by the old grim enemy, but 

i by inflammation of the lungs. A few days sufficed to complete the 

i work, and the gentlest spirit we have ever known passed away. His 

[, death-bed was attended by love ; his last moments were passed in the 

I exercise of that piety which, concealed with an almost shrinking timi- 

i dity, ruled him through life. Of this graceM, genial creature, through 

ii Hfe so loved and cherished, there remains to his Mends but a beautiful 

to memory. 

ei " Mr. Lyster's remains were deposited to-day in the family burial- 

^ place of the Eev. Mr. Brenan, at the Botanic Cemetery. His funeral 

was attended by a large number of the leading men of the city." 

li Thomas Cbosbie. 
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LONGEVITY OF THE IRISa 



The following extract, which appeared in the Tmes of Tuesday, the 
25th of Angoflt, 1863, is reprinted to meet the doubts that hare been 
attempted to be raised of the Old Coontess of Desmond having lived 
140 years. By this official document we know to a certainty, that in 
the year 1862 two women were living in Ulster who had attained the 
age of 120 years. Let us hope that the authorities in Ulster will keep 
these venerable females in recollection; and, when their lives close, 
publicly record the ages they may attain, possibly even exceeding 
that of Kathrin, Old Countess Dowager of Desmond : — 

** Ages of the Irish. — ^The population qf Ireland decreased 20 per 
cent between the census of 1841 and that of 1851, and 11 per eent. more 
between the census of 1851 and that of 1861. In the presenee of such 
a disturbing cause the census returns showing tiie ages of the people are 
of more than ordinary interest. In 1851 there was found a marked de- 
crease in the proportion who were below five years of age ; in 1841 they 
were 12,594 in every 100,000 of population, but only 9,835 in 1851. 
This was attributed to l^e influence of the famine years in restraining 
marriage, and so diminishing the number of births. But the returns for 
1861, which have now been issued, show a great change ; the propor- 
tion under Ave years of age in every 100,000 persons has risen to 11,962, 
from which it may be inferred that marriages in Ireland have to a great 
extent resumed their ordinary course. The most remarkable decrease 
in population found at the census of 1861 was in the ages 5-15, the 
proportion in 100,000 being 25,624 in 1841, 25,998 in 1851, but only 
20,836 in 186 L This is partly accounted fbr by the loss of population 
under five years shown at the census of 1851, since it was from that 
diminished population that a large portion of the people between 10 and 
15 in 1861 must have been drawn* The constant prospect of emigra- 
tion may also have acted in restraint of marriage in the earlier part 
of the last ten years. Of persons between 15 and 30, the proportion 
was greater in 1861 than in 1841. Between 30 and 35 there is a con- 
siderable decrease, the proportion in 100,000 being 7,000 in 1841, 
6,388 in 1851, and 5,964 in 1861. In the earlier part of the last decade, 
the ^ects of the disastrous period of famine and pestilence which com- 
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menced with the potato blight of 1846-47, had by no means ceased, 
and the vast emigration of 1845-51 was drawing after it a continuing 
efflnx of the population — an influence peculiarly powerful among a 
people of proyerbially strong family ties. In estimating the strength 
of the population, it is assumed that persons under 10 years of age, 
and those above 70, are chiefly sustained by the industry of the people 
who are between 20 and 60 ; and tried by this test the population of Ire- 
land between 20 and 60 had to sustain in 1841 ineffectives equal to 63 
per cent, of their own number, but in 1861 only 56 per cent. Dividing 
the century of life over which a generation may extend into five equal 
periods, the following figures will show the change wrought in the com- 
ponents of the population of Ireland between 1841 and 1861, with (for 
comparison) the return for Great Britain in 1851 — the latest as yet 
available. In every 1,000 persons there were : — 



InTrelaod 
in 1841. 

Under 20 years of age, 490 

20 and under 40, 288 

40 and under 60, 157 

60 and under 80, 58 

80 and upwards, 6 

Age not specified, 1 



In Ireland 
in 1861. 

444 

280 

182 

84 

9 

1 



In Great Britain 
in 1851. 

451 

310 

166 

67 

6 





The census of 1 861 found in Ireland, among less than six millions of 
population, 765 persons above a hundred years old. Two Ulster women 
<vre returned as ha/oing attained the patriarchal age of 120. They were 
grown-up women when George III. came to the throne. Here they <vre 
but items in a column of figures ; we know nothing of what sort of persons 
they were in mind, body, or estate. It is worth notice that of the 249 
men of a hundred and upwards, only 15 were never married; of the 
516 women, only 52. Specimens of a past age, it is not surprising that 
two-thirds of these men, and four-fifths of these women, can neither 
read nor write. The census of 1861 shows that the population of Ire- 
land divides itself into equal numbers at the age of 21 among males, 
and 22 among females. In the province of Leinster the dividing ages 
were as high as 22 and 23, respectively ; in Connaughtas low as 19 and 
20. The dividing age is higher in towns than in rural districts ; among 
females it is as high as 24 in Gralway, 25 in Waterford and Dublin, and 
26 in Kilkenny.'' 
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